
Deacon Shaun’s Daily Bulletin  

Thursday, 26th November 2020 

———————————————————— 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

I hope you are keeping well.  
 

—————————————— 

 

Firstly may I follow up on a couple of things from yesterday. 
 

I mentioned in the proper of Saints for 25th November that it was St. Catherine of Alexandria, 

Virgin and Martyr.  I share with you some further information on St. Catherine that Fr Peter 

kindly sent me: 
 

St Catherine is, of course, the Patron Saint of pilgrims and the Slipper Chapel is dedicated to 

her. The chapel is so oriented that the sun rises directly behind the altar on her feast. (There 

was also a Chapel of St Catherine just outside the East Gate of Lynn). The Knights of               

St Catherine guarded the road to Nazareth during the Crusader times. 
 

I also read the following during my lunch break yesterday that I came across on the             

Walsingham Blog Facebook page: 
 

"St. Catherine is traditionally said to have been buried on Mt. Sinai and according to Martin 

Gillett, apart from Nazareth itself, Mt. Sinai is the oldest Shrine of the Annunciation. There is 

evidence that as early as the year 385 there was a church there dedicated to Our Lady. The 

church on Mt. Sinai is so orientated that when the sun rises on 25th March (old style), the 

Feast of the Annunciation, its rays come through an aperture in the wall beneath the altar of 

the Burning Bush and across the traditional site of the root of the Bush. The altar is              

surrounded by icons representing the tradition attested to by the early Father that when Moses 

removed his shoes and stepped forward to see the vision of God in the Burning Bush he in fact 

saw the image of the Blessed Mother with her Child. These things cannot have been far from 

the minds of our fathers when they designed and built the Slipper Chapel. 
 

Taken from pages 17 & 18 from Walsingham England's Nazareth by Fr. Peter Rollings now 

Parish Priest in King's Lynn" 

 

 

 

And as promised here is a photo of Our Lady’s lit up 

for #RedWednesday: 
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The second reading for today from the Office of Readings for Thursday week 34 of the Year 

is a reading from the homilies of St John Chrysostom on Matthew’s Gospel: 
 

If we are sheep, we conquer; if we become wolves we are overcome 
 

As long as we are sheep, we overcome and, though surrounded by countless wolves, we 

emerge victorious; but if we turn into wolves, we are overcome, for we lose the shepherd’s 

help. He, after all, feeds the sheep, not wolves, and will abandon you if you do not let him 

show his power in you. 
 

What he says is this: “Do not be upset that, as I send you out among the wolves, I bid you: be 

as sheep and doves. I could have managed things quite differently and sent you, not to suffer 

evil nor to yield like sheep to the wolves, but to be fiercer than lions. But the way I have       

chosen is right. It will bring you greater praise and at the same time manifest my power.” That 

is what he told Paul: My grace is enough for you, for in weakness my power is made perfect. 

“I intend,” he says, “to deal in the same way with you.” For, when he says, I am sending you 

out like sheep, he implies: “But do not therefore lose heart, for I know and am certain that no 

one will be able to overcome you.” 
 

The Lord, however, does want them to contribute something, lest everything seem to be the 

work of grace, and they seem to win their reward without deserving it. Therefore he adds: You 

must be clever as snakes and innocent as doves. But, they may object, what good is our      

cleverness amid so many dangers? How can we be clever when tossed about by so many 

waves? However great the cleverness of the sheep as he stands among the wolves – so many 

wolves! – what can it accomplish? However great the innocence of the dove, what good does 

it do him, with so many hawks swooping upon him? To all this I say: cleverness and              

innocence admittedly do these irrational creatures no good, but they can help you greatly. 
 

What cleverness is the Lord requiring here? The cleverness of a snake. A snake will surrender 

everything and will put up no great resistance even if its body is being cut in pieces, provided 

it can save its head. So you, the Lord is saying, must surrender everything but your faith: 

money, body, even life itself. For faith is the head and the root; keep that, and though you lose 

all else, you will get it back in abundance. The Lord therefore counselled the disciples to be 

not simply clever or innocent; rather he joined the two qualities so that they become a genuine 

virtue. He insisted on the cleverness of the snake so that deadly wounds might be avoided, 

and he insisted on the innocence of the dove so that revenge might not be taken on those who 

injure or lay traps for you. Cleverness is useless without innocence. 
 

Do not believe that this precept is beyond your power. More than anyone else, the Lord knows 

the true natures of created things; he knows that moderation, not a fierce defence, beats back a 

fierce attack. 
 

—————————————— 

 

This evening at 7.00pm via livestream from Our Lady’s it is the third talk of the T3         

“The Thursday Talks”. This week the talk is on ‘Tantum Ergo and the music of Samuel 

Webbe’ 
 

The YouTube link for this evening’s talk is: 

https://youtu.be/7w8V64ssP7k 

https://youtu.be/7w8V64ssP7k


Details of parish website: 

http://www.catholicparish-kingslynn.org.uk/ 
 

And the link to our YouTube channel- Our Lady’s King’s Lynn TV which is: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8V030I7usRZiKoTlrwBAKg 
 

—————————————— 

 

With my love, thoughts and prayers, 
 

Shaun 

 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 
 

———————————————————— 
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