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Dear Friends, 
 

Our thoughts are with Peter Eyre today on the day of the funeral of his loving Mother,         

Margaret.  
 

We pray for Peter, and his family and friends that they may be consoled on this sad day for 

them. 
 

We also pray for the repose of the soul of Margaret Eyre that she may Rest in Peace. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

Today is the Saint day of St. Etheldreda. 
 

The Collect for today: 
 

O God, by whose grace the Virgin Saint Etheldreda chose rather to be a servant of Christ than 

the queen of an earthly realm, grant we pray, through her intercession, that we may be freed 

from earthly toils and be found worthy of a heavenly crown. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

From https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200623/today.htm 
 

She was born in Suffolk in the first quarter of the 7th century. She was married twice but      

remained a virgin, and in 672 left her second husband, the King of Northumbria, to become a 

nun. The following year she founded a monastery of men and women, which she ruled as     

abbess, on the site of what is now Ely cathedral. She died there in 679. She was the most      

venerated of the women saints of Anglo-Saxon England, renowned for her dedication to a life 

of chastity and for the austerity of the regime she imposed on herself in her later years. 
 

Etheldreda (Æthelthryth, Ediltrudis, Audrey) (d.679), queen, foundress and abbess of Ely. She 

was the daughter of Anna, king of East Anglia, and was born, probably, at Exning, near     

Newmarket in Suffolk. At an early age she was married (c.652) to Tondberht, ealdorman of the 

South Gyrwas, but she remained a virgin. On his death, c.655, she retired to the Isle of Ely, her 

dowry. In 660, for political reasons, she was married to Egfrith, the young king of             

Northumbria who was then only 15 years old, and several years younger than her. He agreed 

that she should remain a virgin, as in her previous marriage, but 12 years later he wished their 

marital relationship to be normal. Etheldreda, advised and aided by Wilfred, bishop of       

Northumbria, refused. Egfrith offered bribes in vain. Etheldreda left him and became a nun at 

Coldingham under her aunt Ebbe (672) and founded a double monastery at Ely in 673. (from 

FARMER, David: The Oxford Dictionary of Saints, 3rd ed. OUP, 1992. 
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In Our Diocese of East Anglia there is St Etheldreda Church in Ely. 
 

The website for the Church is: 
 

http://elyrcchurch.com/ 
 

From the website: 
 

St Etheldreda’s Parish Priest is Reverend Anthony Shryane, Father Tony. 
 

Ordained March 2nd 1969, Father Tony has a wealth of experience, having serving a number 

of parishes throughout East Anglia.  He is also a member of the chaplaincy team of HMP   

Wayland, saying Mass and ministering to the needs of the prison population. 
 

Also taken from the website for your information: 
 

http://elyrcchurch.com/who-we-are/history/ 
 

The Church’s Beginnings in Ely 
 

By the middle of the nineteenth century the town of Ely had approximately 600 families and 

there were some 30-40 Catholics living in the district but no resident priest. At that time there 

was a single missionary rector based in Cambridge, Canon Thomas Quinlivan.  The London to 

Norwich railway line opened in July 1845 and made it easier for Canon Quinlivan to travel to 

Ely to say occasional masses in a private house in the town. 
 

The Parish is Created 
 

The parish of St. Etheldreda began as a distinct and separate mission in 1890 when Fr John 

Francis Freeland was sent to Ely where he opened the first place of worship by partitioning his 

lodging room to create a tiny chapel. In 1891 the population of Ely numbered 8,017 and the 

first Roman Catholic congregation just 16 worshippers. With numbers rising, Fr Freeland    

purchased ground and opened a small corrugated iron chapel in 1892 on part of the site upon 

which the later St. Etheldreda’s church would be built. 
 

The original iron church still exists at Thorney Toll as it was used as a chapel until about 1973, 

dedicated to St. Patrick. It was then sold and used as a garage. 
 

When the parish church opened in 1892 the services offered were as follows: 

Sunday Mass at 8:30am and 11am 

Catechism 3pm & Rosary, Instruction & Benediction 6:30pm 

Daily Mass 8am, Holidays of Obligation, Mass 9 a.m. 
 

The parish grew gradually, numbering about 100 by the early 1930s.  In the period around and 

after the Second World War, there were up to 300,000 Italian and German Prisoners of War 

based in the fens, a number of whom were based at a camp in Ely and worshipped at              

St. Etheldreda’s. 
 

The current church was opened on 17 October 1903, on the feast of the translation of             

St. Etheldreda’s relics. However due to a lack of finances at the time of opening, the church 

was not consecrated until 22 May 1987. 
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The Style and Architecture of the Church 
 

The architect of the church was Mr Simon Croot of Brampton and the builders were Messrs 

Howard of Huntingdon.  The church was built for a cost of £2,600 with the Presbytery costing 

a further £900. 
 

The parish church was dedicated to St. Etheldreda because she is so closely associated with 

and is patron saint of the city of Ely. 
 

The church is built in Decorated Gothic style, with a separate elevated sanctuary and two 

aisles. It contains a number of stained glass windows which depict: St Peter, St Pius X, St 

Margaret Clitheroe, St John Houghton, St Francis, St John the Evangelist, The Good Shepherd 

and Jesus as Priest 
 

The original organ was built by the Positive Organ Company. 
 

The modern relic of Saint Etheldreda, consisting of her left hand, was found preserved in a 

separate reliquary, hidden in a priest’s hiding hole in a house in Sussex in about 1811. It was 

presented to the Duke of Norfolk and passed down to the community of Dominican Sisters at 

Stone. The hand was found on an engraved silver plate on which was written ‘Manus Sanctae 

Etheldredae DCLXXIII.’ The plate itself was of a tenth-century style, suggesting that the hand 

had been separated from the rest of St. Etheldreda’s body at around the time of the tenth      

century.  It was reported in 1876 that when the hand was found it was “perfectly entire and 

quite white (but) exposure to the air has now changed it to a dark brown and the skin has 

cracked and disappeared in several places”. 
 

A small part of the hand of St. Etheldreda was returned to the parish in 1950, given from St 

Etheldreda’s Church in Ely Place, London where it had been honoured. But the main relic had 

remained with the Dominican sisters at Stone and they donated it to the parish in June 1953, 

where it has remained ever since. 
 

The modern day shrine is a relatively simple construction, displaying St. Etheldreda’s hand in 

a glass reliquary. Until the late 1960s there was a small altar dedicated to St. Etheldreda,       

immediately in front of where the relics are displayed, but the liturgical changes which         

followed the Second Vatican Council led to the altar being removed, to be replaced by the    

parish font in 1975, which was moved from the back of the church where it had previously 

been. 
 

Modern Pilgrims continue to visit the shrine of St. Etheldreda at the small Roman Catholic 

church, often combining it with a visit to Ely Cathedral, where the medieval shrine was locat-

ed before the Reformation. 
 

Taken from http://elyrcchurch.com/who-we-are/history/ with thanks.  
 

You can access this link  for further information.  
 

There is also a St Etheldreda's Church in  Ely Place in London.  
 

From: http://www.stetheldreda.com/ 
 

St Etheldreda’s Church is just a stone’s throw from the noise and bustle of modern day      

London and it is hemmed in by the glittering wealth of Hatton Garden, where gold, silver and 
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diamonds are traded and millions of pounds change hands daily. But amid the clamour of 

mammon, there stands this hidden ancient gem, a spiritual sanctuary of the Middle Ages, a   

haven of peace and tranquillity. 
 

St Etheldreda’s Church was the town chapel of the Bishops of Ely from about 1250 to 1570. It 

is the oldest Catholic church in England and one of only two remaining buildings in London 

from the reign of Edward I. It was once one of the most influential places in London with a 

palace of vast grounds. It was like an independent state, the Bishop of Ely’s place in London 

or Ely Place as it is now called, and it's chapel took its name from one of England’s most     

popular saints of the day, Etheldreda. 

 

———————————————————— 
 

Live streaming of Mass today: 
 

From the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist at 10.00am 

http://www.sjbcathedral.org.uk/ 

The Youtube link is: 

https://youtu.be/hoRIjIvWgcE 
 

(Daily Mass for the Memorial of St Etheldreda, live from the Cathedral of St John the Baptist, 

Norwich) 
 

Mass readings are attached for you with further information on St. Etheldreda which also can 

be found on the parish website: 
 

http://www.catholicparish-kingslynn.org.uk/ 
 

———————————————————— 
 

Vespers this evening is Evening Prayer I for the Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the     

Baptist. 
 

https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200623/vespers.htm 

 

With my love, thoughts and prayers, 
 

Shaun 

 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 
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