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Keeping in touch - Wednesday 1st April 
Dear All 
 

I hope that you are all keeping well, safe and occupied. 
 

I also hope that many of you were able, on Sunday Morning, to participate in the re-dedication 

of our country as Mary's Dowry.  I watched Walsingham via you-tube which I can get on my 

television through the Sky box.  Suddenly a message was on the screen telling website users to 

re tune to you-tube instead.  Apparently this was because around half a million people were 

trying to join the event via the Walsingham website and it crashed under the strain of             

demand.  How good is it in this modern, increasingly secularised, society that technology 

should fall over under the demand for a Catholic act of worship!? 
 

My idea of a "Living Rosary" is about half way now towards having enough people to pray all 

20 mysteries every day.  Don't be shy - e-mail me back and offer to join in!  I would like to 

think we can have 20 people in place to begin on Easter Day.  In hope I shall start on the       

process of allocating "home" mysteries so that people know which mystery to pray on day 1 

(and then on day 21, 41 and so on.....) 
 

We are getting close to Holy Week and you can be assured that over the Paschal Triduum the 

Mass of the Lord's Supper on the evening of Holy Thursday, The Celebration of the Passion of 

the Lord on Good Friday afternoon, and the Easter Vigil after dark on Holy Saturday evening 

will all be celebrated in Our Lady's Church.  We are fortunate to have a big enough sanctuary 

for the very small number of us who will undertake these liturgies to do so while maintaining 

responsible social distancing.  You will also want to know that on Easter Sunday morning both 

my and Fr Peter's private masses will take place in Our Lady's at the normal times that Mass is 

celebrated in the Parish on a Sunday Morning - 9.30am and 11.30am. 
 

We are fortunate that at least we can know that worship is taking place privately in our 

Church.  Through social media I know that many of our Church of England clergy are               

frustrated that they have been instructed by their Archbishops that they cannot pray privately in 

their own Churches even if they can enter them from the clergy house without going outside! 
 

Attached is the "Wednesday Word" to help with prayerful preparation for listening to the Word 

of the Lord in the scripture readings this coming Sunday (Palm Sunday) 
 

While I have been at my desk preparing this, an e-mail came in from Deacon John with a letter 
from the Chief Executive of the Purfleet Trust.  In current circumstances Councils are being 
required to get homeless people into temporary accommodation where they can properly       
comply with the need to stay home and socially isolate.  This changes the help and support that 
the Purfleet Trust need, and the letter sets out what these changes are.   I have cut and pasted 
that letter into a Word document so that you are aware of their needs - some of you may be 
able to help them. 
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Two photographs for you today.  The first is of London Road as I returned home last Sunday 

after saying my Mass at 4pm. 
 

When did anybody last see London Road that empty at that time on any day of the week? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The other photo is because Deacon Shaun tells me lots of you enjoyed the photo of 

Queenie  that he attached to his morning e-mail a few days ago - so here is a picture of her 

keeping an eye on me. 
 

Keep well and keep safe 
 

May Our Lady pray for you and may God bless you 
 

Fr Gordon 

 

Links : 
 

Palm Sunday 2020 
https://62a0e650-3bfa-454a-84c3-bd17f269cfcd.filesusr.com/

ugd/26e6fa_63216aaff48e4b8e887eeefcbf1d797b.pdf  

 

Purfleet Letter 
https://62a0e650-3bfa-454a-84c3-bd17f269cfcd.filesusr.com/

ugd/26e6fa_382078c8030f464ebf7639ac8d2c08bb.pdf  

 

 

Fr. Gordon Adam 

Assistant Priest, King's Lynn Catholic Parish, and 

Pastor, Walsingham Ordinariate Group 
 

38 Windsor Road  

Kings Lynn  

Norfolk PE30 5PL  
  

Tel 01553 777 428 

Mobile 07721 020334 
 

gordonadam1962@btinternet.com 
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W/c Sunday 5th April 2020 
 

 

PALM SUNDAY 5th APRIL 

Intentions : Maria Augusta Lopes RIP 

Intentions : People of the Parish 
  

—————————— 
 

Monday in Holy Week 6th April 

Intentions : Mary and George Adler RIP 
   

—————————— 
 

Tuesday in Holy Week 7th April 

Intentions : Canon Colin Taylor RIP 
  

—————————— 
  

Spy Wednesday 8th April 

Intentions : Fr William Wells RIP 
   

—————————— 
 

MAUNY THURSDAY 9th APRIL 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 8.00pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : People of the Parish 
   

—————————— 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 10TH APRIL 

Tenebrae at 9.00am 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

——- 

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion at 3.00pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 
   

—————————— 
 

HOLY SATURDAY 11th APRIL 

Tenebrae at 9.00am 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

——- 

The Easter Vigil at 8.30pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : People of the Parish 
  

—————————— 
  

EASTER SUNDAY 12th APRIL 

Mass at 9.30am 

Intentions : Brigid McGovern RIP 

——- 

Mass at 11.30am 

Intentions : Leelamma Thomas RIP 

——- 

Solemn Vespers at 5.00pm 
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Wednesday 1st April - Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Lent 
 

Good morning, 
 

Welcome to April! I hope you are all doing okay and keeping your spirits up.  
 

Apparently the flower for April is a daisy. I will keep an eye out for them while walking the 

dogs. 
 

Today’s first reading can fill readers with panic when they realise they have to read words like: 
 

Nebuchadnezzar, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego and they are repeated many times in the  

reading. 

 

The first reading today is Daniel 3:14-20,24-25,28:  
 

God has sent his angel to rescue his servants. 
 

King Nebuchadnezzar said, ‘Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, is it true that you do not serve 

my gods, and that you refuse to worship the golden statue I have erected? When you hear the 

sound of horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, bagpipe, or any other instrument, are you prepared to 

prostrate yourselves and worship the statue I have made? If you refuse to worship it, you must 

be thrown straight away into the burning fiery furnace; and where is the god who could save 

you from my power?’ Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to King Nebuchadnezzar, 

‘Your question hardly requires an answer: if our God, the one we serve, is able to save us from 

the burning fiery furnace and from your power, O king, he will save us; and even if he does 

not, then you must know, O king, that we will not serve your god or worship the statue you 

have erected.’ These words infuriated King Nebuchadnezzar; his expression was very different 

now as he looked at Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. He gave orders for the furnace to be 

made seven times hotter than usual, and commanded certain stalwarts from his army to bind 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the burning fiery furnace. 
 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar sprang to his feet in amazement. He said to his advisers, ‘Did we 

not have these three men thrown bound into the fire?’ They replied, ‘Certainly, O king.’ ‘But,’ 

he went on ‘I can see four men walking about freely in the heart of the fire without coming to 

any harm. And the fourth looks like a son of the gods.’ 
 

Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed, ‘Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego: he 

has sent his angel to rescue the servants who, putting their trust in him, defied the order of 

the king, and preferred to forfeit their bodies rather than serve or worship any god but their 

own.’ 
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The Gospel for today is according to John 8: 31-42 
 

“To the Jews who believed in him Jesus said: ‘if you make my word your home you will indeed 

be my disciples, you will learn the truth and the truth will make you free” 

 

I have a book called a Blessed Lent which for today says: 
 

There is some irony in the juxtaposition of today’s two readings, and an opportunity for us to 

learn from the stubbornness of the disciples. Remember, the people who are arguing with       

Jesus are those who believed in him, according to John. They followed him and had been      

attentive to his word, until he speaks of being set free. This they don’t need, they insist: “We 

are descended from Abraham and we have never been slaves of anyone.” 
 

The first reading from Daniel shows that these disciples must have contracted spiritual          

amnesia! Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego underwent their ordeal in Babylon-after          

Nebuchadnezzar had conquered Judah, enslaved the people, and forcibly removed them five 

hundred miles, from their homeland to his. Since those days, for five centuries by the time of 

the Lord, they had been occupied by foreign governments, most recently the Roman Empire. 

This is not even to mention the defining moment in their history as a people: The Exodus that 

took place after four centuries of exile and slavery in Egypt. What a shame it is that they have 

put these events out of their minds. For it is in the context of such difficult events that we      

often see most clearly the Lord attend to the prayers of his people, as he hears their cries 

and comes to save them. Because these disciples (those who say they believed in him) will not 

recall the things God has done in the past, they cannot recognise the saving mission of Jesus in 

their own day.  
 

Because they will not admit that they need saving, they cannot welcome the Saviour.  
 

Let us entrust our needs to the God who always attends to our prayers, we can be set free by 

the truth of his love.  
 

Perhaps today or at a later stage you could read all 14 chapters of Daniel….what strikes you 

most about Daniel? I attach some further information about Daniel for you as I know some of 

you like to have reading time to help you through these times. 
 

————— 

  

Stephen Farr has asked me to share the following with you: 
  

"I was so pleased to receive an email from Aid to the Church in Need that I felt I had to share 

it in whatever way I can.  A few weeks ago I had a request put into the parish news letter      

asking people to pray for Huma Younus, a 14 year old catholic girl who was abducted, forced 

to marry and convert to Islam.  The courts declared that the marriage was legal but her       

parents have appealed and they have had the news that the case will be heard in the Supreme 

Court of Pakistan, the same court that released Asia Bibi" May I ask that prayers be offered 

up for this tragic case to come to a satisfactory end" 
  

Also, towards the bottom of the email there was a recorded message from Sister Annie 

Demerjian who coordinates emergency relief in Syria has responded to the Coronavirus         

pandemic by sending a message of prayer and solidarity to friends and benefactors of Aid to 



the Church in Need.  I found it very powerful listening to Sister's message.  For me, the most 

important line in her message is “The pain and suffering is there but we must also not forget 

the resurrection is there every day.”  Her message can be heard at https://acnuk.org/news/

syria-from-syria-with-love-prayers-and-solidarity/?7 
  

Thank you Stephen 

————— 

  

I will try to keep you informed of things I find to help you. There was a message on twitter 

from Cardinal Vincent Nichols which I followed up on: 
 

From the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales website  

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/ 

 

Confession 
 

As we approach our most important week of the year – Holy Week – the way we follow Christ 

– from his triumphant entrance into Jerusalem, to the foot of the Cross, to an empty tomb – 

will be completely different this year. 
 

In preparation, many would have availed themselves of the Sacrament of Reconciliation – 

Confession – to prepare for a fresh start at Easter. But what does it mean for our spiritual well-

being and salvation if we can’t fulfil our “Easter Duties”? 
 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols has made a video on this which is available to watch on you tube: 

https://youtu.be/jMqeXLKT8hE  
 

The video can also be found on https://www.cbcew.org.uk/ 

If I find the transcript of the video for those unable to access the video I will share it with you. 
 

————— 

 

In the Portal magazine out today-an on-line publication for the Personal Ordinariate of Our 

Lady of Walsingham, there is an article on Mgr Philip Moger. (Rector Elect of the Shrine and 

Basilica of Our Lady of Walsingham) For those interested I attach the article for you.  

 

Many thanks and God bless, Enjoy the 1st of April.  
 

Shaun 
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The introduction in the Bible to Daniel: 
 

The book of Daniel was written during the struggle of the Jews to maintain their religion 

against the attempts of the Syrian king, Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175-164 BC) to stamp it out. 

It is an early example of apocalyptic writing, which became very popular in Judaism at this 

time. Such a writing is intended to encourage those undergoing persecution by reassuring them 

of the unlimited power of God in heaven and on earth, and of divine protection on those who 

remain faithful. Persecution will not last for ever, and those who persevere will be richly       

rewarded with God’s love and favour. 
 

In one of my study books called Reading the Old Testament-An introduction by Lawrence 

Boadt, it says the following about The Book of Daniel: 
 

In English translations of the Bible, Daniel is always found as the fourth of the major prophets, 

standing immediately after Ezekiel and before the twelve minor prophets. This follows the 

Greek traditions of the Septuagint and it is easy to tell why they thought it should be among 

the more important prophets. The book is filled with dreams and visions that reveal coming 

events. But in contrast, the Hebrew Bible always places Daniel among the last of the writings, 

and does not consider it to be a prophecy at all. Indeed, it can be readily understood as           

edifying examples of trust in God not much different from the stories of Esther, Judith and    

Tobit. Some scholars consider it to be a prophecy, others to be wisdom, and others to be a 

whole new kind of literature called apocalyptic, because it speaks about the overthrow of the 

whole world order.  
 

Lawrence Edward Boadt, C.S.P. (October 26, 1942 – July 24, 2010), was an American Paulist 

priest and Biblical scholar, who advocated on behalf of improved communication and           

understanding between Christians and Jews. 



Interview by Ronald Cane.  
https://www.portalmag.co.uk/ 

Mgr. Philip Moger 

Just prior to our country shutting down because of the threat of the Covid_19 Virus, I drove to 

Leeds to meet with Mgr Philip Moger. Readers may not know that Fr Philip is the Rector Elect 

of the Shrine and Basilica of Our Lady of Walsingham. Mgr John Armitage having completed 

his five year appointment as Rector, Fr Philip takes over in September. 
 

The Portal felt that we owed it to our readers to discover this new Rector, who he is and where 

he comes from. I found the Presbytery without any trouble, and in no time I was sitting in a 

comfortable room with a delicious mug of tea. Fr Philip Moger is a lovely man. He has an 

open and disarming disposition. I was made at home and comfortable at once. There is a      

spiritual and prayerful side to him that is both attractive and engaging. I began by assuring        

Fr Philip of our thanks for granting us the interview and asking where he started and where he 

came from? He responded, “I was born in Halifax in the West Riding of Yorkshire, as it then 

was, in 1955. So when I go to Walsingham I will be 65.  After school I worked for a chartered 

accountant for about a year, then for a bank for over four years. I trained for the priesthood at 

Ushaw College in Durham. There was a large number of us then, about 180, most of whom 

were resident, though the Sacred Heart Fathers had their students live in Gateshead. They      

travelled in, but within the 180 we had Discalced Carmelites, one or two Passionists, and       

Salesians of Don Bosco in residence. The Junior Seminary had closed by then, so that was an 

empty building still attached to the side. It was good and it was in pleasant grounds. There was 

a swimming pool. There had been a small golf course which was gone by the time I got there, 

but we had a football pitch and a rugby pitch. It was a good place.” Fr Philip spent six years 

there, from 1976 to 1982. He confesses to having enjoyed his time there. But having been     

Vocations Director for the diocese himself for a number of years, he recognises that all         

students have ups and downs. He knows that there are always things you don’t like and things 

you do like. He was a Deacon for the final five months, at St Cuthbert, Bradford, an interesting 

church because it has Stations of the Cross, and a couple of statues, by Eric Gill. It was the 

parish where John Connor had been the parish priest, he being the priest who received          

Chesterton into the Church, and was Chesterton’s inspiration for his Father Brown stories. 
 

Fr Philip took up the story. “I was ordained priest in June 1982 in Saint Mary’s, Halifax, my 

home parish, by Bishop Wheeler, himself a convert of course. I was appointed to St Urban’s 

parish in Leeds, and remained there for three years. During that time we had a terminal care 

hospice in the parish - a Sue Ryder Home. There was a largish hospital for people with            

learning disabilities, and I was chaplain to a high school. After that, in 1985, I went to         

Myddleton Lodge in Ilkley, which was just becoming the Diocese Pastoral Centre. It was a   

residential house.  The Passionists had taken it over in the 1920s and it became their house and 

a retreat centre. In 1985 I was one of two priests who moved in. I was there for seven years   

until in 1992 I was moved to the cathedral as what was called sub-administrator. This was 

combined with the post of Assistant Vocations Director for Leeds. I became Vocations Director 

from 1994 until 2004, and in 2001 secretary to Bishop as well. That was Bishop David         

Konstant. Sadly, three weeks after I arrived he had a stroke. “I was Bishop’s Secretary for 

three years. During that time I was with Bishop Konstant then with Bishop Konstant and    

https://www.portalmag.co.uk/


Bishop Arthur Roche who was the Coadjutor. Bishop Konstant retired and I was for a short 

time with Bishop Roche. “In 2004 I became parish priest of the First Martyrs of Rome in 

Bradford. It was the neighbour of St Cuthbert’s church, and opened in the 1930s. It is an        

octagonal building and the altar was, and is, in the middle. It is a listed building because of its 

design. It also has an Eric Gill  statue of Saint John Bosco. I never understood why that was 

there, and what the particular devotion to Saint John Bosco in that parish was. “In 2006 the 

parishes merged and I became parish priest of this new parish. It was at a time when the         

diocese was undertaking reorganisation and Bradford was the first in line. Then, two years     

later I moved back to the cathedral in Leeds. I was there until 2019. During that time, in 2010 

in fact, I was asked to be the Director of Liturgy for Pope Benedict’s visit to Britain. This was 

a great honour and also great challenge. I was involved in all sorts of things as you can         

imagine. I travelled to and from Rome, and up and down the country. But it was a great         

experience and obviously a great visit. “Then in 2019 I was asked to move to the parish in 

North East Leeds of Saint John Vianney. This was a creation in 2010 of two parishes, the       

Immaculate Heart of Mary and St Paul’s in Alwoodley; neighbouring parishes, mother and 

daughter again. Ten weeks after I arrived, there was a telephone call from the bishop. That is 

where the Walsingham thing happened. That’s just how it happened. “John Armitage was put 

in to do a particular job. I think he’s managed to set it up with a good structure of               

management, which actually makes the job of being Rector, I’m guessing, easier and more   

focused than having to deal with all the buildings and all that.” 
 

I wondered if Fr Philip had been to Walsingham as a pilgrim? “Oh yes. In fact I first went 

when I was a seminarian. I went with the Union of Catholic Mothers. I went with them, then 

from Bradford.  Latterly, we organised coaches from the Cathedral for the annual diocesan    

pilgrimage, usually on the last Saturday in September..” “Being in Norfolk is going to be a 

challenge, being distant from friends and family. I do drive, but it is a drive!” I prompted      

Father Philip that it is going to be very different kind of ministry as well. “Well: I think what is 

going to be very different is that this isn’t a parish. One of the things about moving from the 

cathedral to here, was that although the cathedral in Leeds and the parish I’m in now are the 

two biggest Mass attendances in the diocese, at the cathedral you are dependent on people 

travelling in. In this parish I can visit people. I could visit people on foot easily because people 

have chosen to live near the church. In the city centre it is a bit more difficult. So Walsingham 

is a different case. It’s meeting a lot of people, but for short periods, maybe regularly over the 

years, but not having a resident population. 
 

We chatted about clergy moves. Fr Philip thought that in his experience when the bishop      

suggests a move, “You get a sense, that even if you’re bit reluctant, you wonder - well am I the 

sort of person to do this? They think you are. Its just a question of well, am I? It’s hard          

because with the principle of incardination, which has many blessings, but it also has            

limitations. It means you cannot say well this job needs a particular kind of person. I know 

somebody in Penzance who would be ideal. You can’t do that if you’ve got your own pond to 

fish in and that is it really.” I asked if he has regrets leaving this part of Yorkshire? “Yes I do. 

But it’s for five years, and then, viruses sparing and all the rest of it, back here in five years.” 

It appears that Fr Philip and Fr John have known each other for a long time. But, as Fr Philip 

put it, “I never thought when he was finishing, I never thought I would be going there. But 

then I never thought I’d be Bishop’s Secretary or Dean at the cathedral either. A lot of my 



moves have been surprises to me.” I told him that Fr Armitage has gone on record as saying 

that if he made the appointment at Walsingham, it would have been him. There is so much else 

to do at Walsingham: there is Elmham House, it is a running an hotel. Fr Philip knew              

Sr Camilla well before she became a sister. “There wouldn’t be a Dowry House if it wasn’t for 

her.” He arrives in Walsingham in September. His last Sunday in Leeds is the 8th September. 

He tells me “Our Diocesan Pilgrimage is the last Saturday in September so I will be there 

about two weeks before they come!” I told Fr Philip that it’s absolutely lovely to meet him. We 

thank him for his time and letting us see who this strange person with the strange name is. “It 

means a lot to the ordinary Ordinariate member. Walsingham is close to our hearts. I was in 

Westminster Cathedral when it was announced that we were to be called the Ordinariate of 

Our Lady of Walsingham. There was an audible “aahh” around the congregation when         

Cardinal Vincent announced it. Most Ordinariate groups go to Walsingham at least once a year, 

and you also have the Walsingham Association with close ties to the Ordinariate. Two of its 

committee members are on the editorial board of The Portal. We hope it all goes well and we 

are all praying for you and praying for Walsingham. He replied, “Thank you; it’s greatly       

appreciated.” 

 

 


