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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

As I write this I am listening to the sublime music of William Byrd, composer during the reign 

of Elizabeth I. On the Sunday before Lent, as is our custom in this parish, we sang the hymn 

“Alleluia dulce carmen” – Farewell to the Alleluia – with the lines “Alleluia, joyful mother, all 

thy children sing with thee; but by Babylon’s sad waters mourning exiles are we. Alleluia     

cannot always be our song while here below; alleluia our transgressions make us for a while 

forgo; for the solemn time is coming when our tears for sin must flow.” Little did we know! 

Like the exiles in Babylon many parishes  have had to hang up their harps on the willows. No 

Temple, no solemn worship, an exile from all that is familiar to us. William Byrd, a closet 

Catholic under a repressive government, knew the pain of not being able to worship publicly. 

He found innovative ways to cope. He composed beautiful setting of the Mass which could be 

sung by three, four or five voices behind closed doors in the houses of recusant Catholics like 

the Bedingfelds at Oxburgh, the Pastons at Anmer and the Petres at Ingatstone. In the Creed of 

his Masses he repeats the words “Catholicam et Apostolicam” – Catholic and Apostolic . The 

Faith of the Church does not depend upon buildings,; it is rooted in the hearts of the faithful, 

and like our Fathers in Faith we have to worship in our own homes, mercifully without        

persecution. It should make us mindful of our brethren in less happier lands whose churches 

are burned or demolished or who are deprived of the sacraments because of a lack of priests. 

In our own parish, as in all throughout the land, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass continues to be 

offered daily. We cannot aspire to the beauty of William Byrd but at each daily Mass  the        

Ordinary of the Mass is sung as we do in normal times and at the Easter Vigil the Exsultet was 

sung and the Alleluia was solemnly intoned. I am determined that we should not cut corners 

and am hopeful that Deacon Shaun will add harp playing to his talents.. At the end of Mass we 

sing the antiphon to Our Lady, Regina Coeli – “Queen of Heaven, rejoice, for he whom you 

were worthy to bear has risen as he said. Pray for us to God. Alleluia!” At Oxburgh there is a 

lovely painting of Our Lady sheltering her children under her cloak. Let us, who have the     

privilege of having her restored Shrine in our Parish Church, commend ourselves to her        

maternal protection. Today, our children should have been making their First Holy              

Communion in St. Nicholas Chapel. They, too, are in exile. Pray for them. 
 

God bless. 

Fr Peter. 

mailto:parishpriest763@gmail.com

