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Mass Readings 

 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Entrance Antiphon 
  

In my justice I shall see your face, O Lord; when your glory appears, my joy will be full. 

  

Opening prayer 
  

God our Father, 

your light of truth 

guides us to the way of Christ. 

May all who follow him 

reject what is contrary to the gospel. 

  

First reading - Isaiah 55:10-11 
  

The word that goes out from my mouth does not return to me empty 
  

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do not return 

without watering the earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for the sower 

and bread for the eating, so the word that goes from my mouth does not return to me empty, 

without carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’ 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

  

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 64(65):10-14 
  

Some seed fell into rich soil, and produced its crop. 
  

You care the earth, give ir water, 

  you fill it with riches. 

Your river in heaven brims over 

  to provide its grain 

Some seed fell into rich soil, and produced its crop. 
  

And thus you provide for the earth; 

  you drench its furrows, 

  you level it, soften it with showers, 

  you bless its growth. 

Some seed fell into rich soil, and produced its crop. 
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You crown the year with your goodness. 

Abundance flows in your steps, 

  in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. 

Some seed fell into rich soil, and produced its crop. 
  

The hills are girded with joy, 

  the meadows covered with flocks, 

  the valleys are decked with wheat. 

They shout for joy, yes, they sing. 

Some seed fell into rich soil, and produced its crop. 

  

Second reading - Romans 8:18-23 
  

The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons 
  

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, 

which is waiting for us. The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons. It 

was not for any fault on the part of creation that it was made unable to attain its purpose, it was 

made so by God; but creation still retains the hope of being freed, like us, from its slavery to 

decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of God. From the beginning 

till now the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of giving birth; and 

not only creation, but all of us who possess the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly 

as we wait for our bodies to be set free. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

  

Gospel Acclamation 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The seed is the word of God, Christ the sower; 

whoever finds this seed will remain for ever. 

Alleluia! 

  

Gospel - Matthew 13:1-23 
  

A sower went out to sow 
  

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such large crowds gathered round him that he 

got into a boat and sat there. The people all stood on the beach, and he told them many things 

in parables. 
  

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the 

path, and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock where they found little 

soil and sprang up straight away, because there was no depth of earth; but as soon as the sun 

came up they were scorched and, not having any roots, they withered away. Others fell among 

thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on rich soil and produced their 

crop, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 
  

Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why do you talk to them in parables?’ 



‘Because’ he replied, ‘the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, but they are 

not revealed to them. For anyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than 

enough; but from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away. The reason I talk 

to them in parables is that they look without seeing and listen without hearing or                    

understanding. So in their case this prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled: 
  

You will listen and listen again, but not understand, 

see and see again, but not perceive. 

For the heart of this nation has grown coarse, 

their ears are dull of hearing, and they have shut their eyes, 

for fear they should see with their eyes, 

hear with their ears, 

understand with their heart, 

and be converted 

and be healed by me. 
  

‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear! I tell you solemnly, 

many prophets and holy men longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you 

hear, and never heard it. 
  

‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the    

kingdom without understanding, the evil one comes and carries off what was sown in his 

heart: this is the man who received the seed on the edge of the path. The one who received it 

on patches of rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes it at once with joy. But he has 

no root in him, he does not last; let some trial come, or some persecution on account of the 

word, and he falls away at once. The one who received the seed in thorns is the man who hears 

the word, but the worries of this world and the lure of riches choke the word and so he         

produces nothing. And the one who received the seed in rich soil is the man who hears the 

word and understands it; he is the one who yields a harvest and produces now a hundredfold, 

now sixty, now thirty.’ 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

From the Office of Readings for 
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

From <https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200712/readings.htm> 
  

First reading - 1 Kings 16:29; 17:16 
 

The coming of Elijah in the time of Ahab 
  

Ahab son of Omri became king of Israel in the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, and 

reigned over Israel for twenty-two years in Samaria. Ahab son of Omri did what is displeasing 

to the Lord, and was worse than all his predecessors. The least that he did was to follow the 

sinful example of Jeroboam son of Nebat: he married Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal king of 

the Sidonians, and then proceeded to serve Baal and worship him. He erected an altar to him in 

the temple of Baal which he built in Samaria. Ahab also put up a sacred pole and committed 
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other crimes as well, provoking the anger of the Lord, the God of Israel, more than all the 

kings of Israel who were his predecessors. It was in his time that Kiel of Bethel rebuilt Jericho; 

he laid its foundations at the price of Abiram, his first-born; its gates he erected at the price of 

his youngest son Segub, just as the Lord had foretold through Joshua son of Nun. 
  

Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, ‘As the Lord lives, the God of Israel 

whom I serve, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years except at my order.’ 
  

The word of the Lord came to him, ‘Go away from here, go eastwards, and hide yourself in the 

wadi Cherith which lies east of Jordan. You can drink from the stream, and I have ordered the 

ravens to bring you food there.’ He did as the Lord had said; he went and stayed in the wadi 

Cherith which lies east of Jordan. The ravens brought him bread in the morning and meat in 

the evening, and he quenched his thirst at the stream. 
  

But after a while the stream dried up, for the country had no rain. And then the word of the 

Lord came to him, ‘Up and go to Zarephath, a Sidonian town, and stay there. I have ordered a 

widow there to give you food.’ So he went off to Sidon. And when he reached the city gate, 

there was a widow gathering sticks; addressing her he said, ‘Please bring me a little water in a 

vessel for me to drink.’ She was setting off to bring it when he called after her. ‘Please’ he said 

‘bring me a scrap of bread in your hand.’ ‘As the Lord your God lives,’ she replied ‘I have no 

baked bread, but only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a jug; I am just gathering a 

stick or two to go and prepare this for myself and my son to eat, and then we shall die.’ But 

Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go and do as you have said; but first make a little scone of 

it for me and bring it to me, and then make some for yourself and for your son. For thus the 

Lord speaks, the God of Israel: 
  

“Jar of meal shall not be spent, 

jug of oil shall not be emptied, 

before the day when the Lord sends 

rain on the face of the earth.”’ 
  

The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they ate the food, she, himself and her son. 

The jar of meal was not spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had foretold through 

Elijah. 

  

Responsory 
 

℟.   Elijah prayed that it might not rain, and there was no rain;* then he prayed again, and rain       

    fell from heaven. 
 

℣.   Elijah appeared, a prophet like fire, whose word flamed like a torch. By the word of the     

    Lord he shut up the heavens;* then he prayed again, and rain fell from heaven. 

  

Second reading -  From the beginning of the treatise "on the Mysteries"                        

                 by St Ambrose, bishop 
  

Catechesis on the rites preceding baptism 
  

We gave a daily instruction on right conduct when the readings were taken from the history of 



the patriarchs or the maxims of Proverbs. These readings were intended to instruct and train 

you, so that you might grow accustomed to the ways of our forefathers, entering into their 

paths and walking in their footsteps, in obedience to God’s commands. 
  

Now the season reminds us that we must speak of the mysteries, setting forth the meaning of 

the sacraments. If we had thought fit to teach these things to those not yet initiated through 

baptism, we should be considered traitors rather than teachers. Then, too, the light of the    

mysteries is of itself more effective where people do not know what to expect than where 

some instruction has been given beforehand. 
  

Open then your ears. Enjoy the fragrance of eternal life, breathed on you by means of the     

sacraments. We explained this to you as we celebrated the mystery of “the opening” when we 

said: Effetha, that is, be opened. Everyone who was to come for the grace of baptism had to 

understand what he was to be asked, and must remember what he was to answer. This mystery 

was celebrated by Christ when he healed the man who was deaf and dumb, in the Gospel 

which we proclaimed to you. 
  

After this, the holy of holies was opened up for you; you entered into the sacred place of       

regeneration. Recall what you were asked; remember what you answered. You renounced the 

devil and his works, the world and its dissipation and sensuality. Your words are recorded, not 

on a monument to the dead but in the book of the living. 
  

There you saw the levite, you saw the priest, you saw the high priest. Do not consider their 

outward form but the grace given by their ministries. You spoke in the presence of angels, as it 

is written: The lips of a priest guard knowledge, and men seek the law from his mouth, for he is 

the angel of the Lord almighty. There is no room for deception, no room for denial. He is an 

angel whose message is the kingdom of Christ and eternal life. You must judge him, not by his 

appearance but by his office. Remember what he handed on to you, weigh up his value, and so 

acknowledge his standing. 
  

You entered to confront your enemy, for you intended to renounce him to his face. You turned 

towards the east, for one who renounces the devil turns towards Christ and fixes his gaze     

directly on him. 

  

Responsory 
 

℟.   We ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray; we passed our days in malice       

    and envy, hateful ourselves and hating one another;* but God, in his mercy, saved us                 

    through the water of rebirth and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit. 
  

℣.   All of us lived according to our natural desires, and we too were naturally bound to suffer          

    God’s wrath,* but God, in his mercy, saved us through the water of rebirth and the                  

    renewing power of the Holy Spirit. 

  

Hymn - Te Deum 
  

God, we praise you; Lord, we proclaim you! 

You, the Father, the eternal – 

all the earth venerates you. 



All the angels, all the heavens, every power – 

The cherubim, the seraphim – 

unceasingly, they cry: 

“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts: 

heaven and earth are full of the majesty of your glory!” 
  

The glorious choir of Apostles – 

The noble ranks of prophets – 

The shining army of martyrs – 

all praise you. 

Throughout the world your holy Church proclaims you. 

–  Father of immeasurable majesty, 

–  True Son, only-begotten, worthy of worship, 

–  Holy Spirit, our Advocate. 
  

You, Christ: 

–  You are the king of glory. 

–  You are the Father’s eternal Son. 

–  You, to free mankind, did not disdain a Virgin’s womb. 

–  You defeated the sharp spear of Death, and opened the kingdom of heaven to those who               

  believe in you. 

–  You sit at God’s right hand, in the glory of the Father. 

–  You will come, so we believe, as our Judge. 
  

And so we ask of you: give help to your servants, whom you set free at the price of your      

precious blood. 

Number them among your chosen ones in eternal glory. 
  

The final part of the hymn may be omitted: 
  

Bring your people to safety, Lord, and bless those who are your inheritance. 

Rule them and lift them high for ever. 

Day by day we bless you, Lord: we praise you for ever and for ever. 
  

Of your goodness, Lord, keep us without sin for today. 

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy on us. 

Let your pity, Lord, be upon us, as much as we trust in you. 

In you, Lord, I trust: let me never be put to shame. 

  

Let us pray. 
  

God and Father, 

  to those who go astray 

  you reveal the light of your truth 

  and enable them to return to the right path. 

Grant that all who have received the grace of baptism 

  may strive to be worthy of their Christian calling 

  and reject everything opposed to it. 



Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

  who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

  

Let us praise the Lord. 
  

- Thanks be to God. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

Saturday, 11th July 
Vigil Mass at 6.00pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : Mrs Seerick RIP 
 

——————————————————— 
 

Sunday, 12th July 
Sea Sunday 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass at 9.30am 

Holy Family Church 

Intentions : Davis family – thanksgiving 

————— 

Mass at 11.30am 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : People of the Parish 

————— 

Vespers and Benediction at 4.00pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

——————————————————— 


