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Tuesday, 12th May 2020 
 

Dear All 
 

As ever, I hope and trust that you are well and finding things to do with your time. 
 

Following the Prime Minister’s announcements on Sunday, the documentation published on 

Monday gives us more detailed information about how long it will be before various activities 

can resume.  Churches are grouped with “other activities” such as cafes and hairdressers and 

the anticipated earliest date for some sort of opening up is currently set at 4th July.  There are 7 

Sundays until 4th July.  So far we have done 8 Sundays in lockdown.  So let’s be optimistic 

about it, and look on it as being a real possibility that we are past the half way point of waiting 

for the Church door to be unlocked for at least some limited public worship. 
 

We can also be pleased for our Anglican brothers and sisters.  The Church of England clergy 

have now been told that they can enter their churches for private prayer and to record or       

live-stream services, so many of their people will have an opportunity to as least see the inside 

of their Churches.  There is a growing amount of evidence that for people who regularly attend 

worship, to see the interior of their own church via the internet, and to see and hear their own 

familiar clergy leading worship is an important contribution to wellbeing and good mental 

health during these days of activity being constrained, with so many people worried about both 

health and financial matters. 
 

Of worship being live streamed in the next few weeks I am pleased to tell you that, in addition 

to the usual Sunday and Wednesday streams, we will be streaming: 
 

•  Mass for Ascension Day on Thursday 21st May.  Exact time to be advised, but it will be           

   live sometime in the Morning. 
 

•  Vespers for the Feast of Pentecost at 4pm on Sunday 31st May 

 

Tomorrow, 13th May, is the (optional) Memoria of Our Lady of Fatima.  As many of you know 

I have a particular affection for the Shrine there.  Normally the place would be already be 

packed with hundreds of thousands of pilgrims ready for this evening’s vigil, various            

devotions and processions through the night, and then Mass tomorrow for the Feast Day.  But 

this year – nobody.  Like here, Portugal is on lockdown. There is a connection with our current 

situation.  Our Lady revealed herself to three young children at Fatima in 1917, the first        

appearance being on 13th May 2017.  Two of the children, brother and sister Francisco and 

Jacinta Marto, died in 1918 in the Spanish Flu pandemic.   (The other seer, Lucia Dos Santos, 

was a first cousin to the Marto children and lived near Fatima as a Carmelite Sister until her 

death in 2005).  
 

I was recently sent a prayer addressed to Saints Francisco and Jacinta, to seek their                
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intercession for our current situation.  I reproduce it 

below – you might like to use it in your own prayers 

tomorrow. 
 

Prayer to Saints Jacinta and Francisco Marto  

for This Time 
 

Saints Jacinta and Francisco Marto, dear shepherd 

children of Fatima, you were chosen by Heaven to 

see Our Blessed Mother and to deliver her message 

of conversion to a world that had strayed far from 

God. 
 

You who suffered so greatly and died from the Spanish flu, the pandemic of your time, pray for 

us who suffer in the pandemic of our times, that God may have mercy upon us. 
 

Pray for the children of the world. 
 

Pray for our protection and an end to what plagues us physically, mentally and spiritually. 
 

Pray for our world, our countries, the Church, and for the most vulnerable people who are    

suffering and in need of healing. 
 

Little Shepherds of Fatima, help us to come to the refuge of Mary’s Immaculate Heart, so to 

receive the graces we need at this time, and to come to the beauty of the life that is to come. 
 

We trust, as you did, in the words of our Blessed Mother who taught you to, “pray the rosary 

every day in honour of Our Lady of the Rosary, because only She can help you.” Amen. 
 

 

What the crowds of pilgrims in Fatima 

would normally look like tonight (this 

photograph from 2017 when Pope 

Francis canonised Francisco and 

Jacinta) 
 

 

Keep yourselves safe and do your best to keep occupied and keep cheerful. 
 

May Our Lady pray for you, and may God bless you. 

 

Fr Gordon 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Left to right:  
Lucia Dos Santos, Francisco Marto, Jacinta Marto 

 


