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W/c Sunday 25th August 2019 

21st Week of the Year 

Psalter Week 1 

————— 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

St Peter and All Souls, Peterborough 

——————————————————— 

Saturday 24th August 

Vigil Mass at 6.00pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : Mary & John Thomas RIP 

——————————————————— 

Sunday 25th August 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass at 9.30am 

Holy Family Church 

Intentions : Tony Luckett RIP 

————— 

Baptism & Mass at 11.30am  

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : People of the Parish 

————— 

Vespers and Benediction at 4.00pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

——————————————————— 

Monday 26th August - Feria 

Mass at 10.30am 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : Martin & Helen L’Estrange 

——————————————————— 

Tuesday 27th August - St Monica 

Mass at 4.30pm 

Queen Elizabeth Hospital 

Intentions : Mary McLaughlin RIP 

——————————————————— 

Wednesday 28th August - St Augustine 

Mass at 7.00pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : Margaret Lea RIP 

——————————————————— 

Thursday 29th August 

Passion of S. John Baptist 

Mass at 9.30am 

Holy Family Church  

Intentions: Margaret Campbell RIP 

——————————————————— 

Friday 30th August 

St Margaret Clitherow & Comp. 

Mass at 12.00 noon 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation  

Intentions : Sam Manesh – Thanksgiving 

——————————————————— 

Saturday 31st August 

St Aidan & Comp. 

Mass at 10.00am 

Holy Family Church 

Intentions : Lola Titone RIP 

W/c Sunday 1st September 2019 

22nd Week of the Year 

Psalter Week 2 

————— 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

St Luke, Peterborough 

——————————————————— 

Saturday 31st August 

Vigil Mass at 6.00pm  

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : People of the Parish 

——————————————————— 

Sunday 1st September 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass at 9.30am  

Holy Family Church 

Intentions : Doug Davis RIP 

————— 

Mass & Baptism at 11.30am 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : Mary Grange RIP 

————— 

Vespers and Benediction at 4.00pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

——————————————————— 

THANK YOU 

To all who contributed to making the Red 

Mount Procession such a success last Sunday. 

Special thanks to the young people who carried 

the statue, the KSC for marshalling the          

procession and those who provided such a 

splendid tea afterwards. It was a lovely event 

blessed by sunshine and good company. 

——————————————————— 

FIRST COMMUNION 2020 

There will be a meeting for PARENTS to    

outline the programme of preparation on      

Saturday 21st September at 2.30pm in the    

Wrigglesworth Room. 

——————————————————— 

WALSINGHAM PILGRIMS 

This week we welcome a small group who are 

walking from King’s Lynn to Walsingham on 

Friday. They will be visiting the Holy House at 

6.45am. 

——————————————————— 

TOWN GUIDES WALK 

On Saturday around 3.00pm  we welcome   

another group led by the Town Guides who are 

visiting Our Lady’s as part of a historic tour of 

the town. 

——————————————————— 

COLLECTION 

£853.14 

Thank you. 

——————————————————— 

 

 

RETREAT AT AMPLEFORTH ABBEY 

Fr Michael Johnstone will again be taking a 

group on Retreat to Ampleforth to be conducted 

by a Monk  

Monday 16th – Friday 20th September.  

Cost £260—£275.  

Transport to be co-ordinated between those 

going.  

For further information contact Fr Michael on 

01603 664118 – late afternoons / evenings best. 

——————————————————— 

CONFIRMATIONS 2020 

Thank you to the young people who have       

written letters of application to join the course 

for next year. There are 7 candidates at the  

moment. More are welcome. 

——————————————————— 

KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBA 

The KSC invite you to a 

HARVEST SUPPER 

on Friday 13th. September 2019 at  

Holy Family Church, at 7.00 pm 

This is a fundraiser for both 

Water Aid + local needs.   

We give thanks that we are fortunate in having 

fresh water / food.  

This will be a fixed price,  

non- meat, 2 course meal.   

Menus will appear soon.  

Honesty box drinks etc.  

Tickets will be on sale shortly  

through KSC brothers. 

——————————————————— 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 Brian Large      Josef Alice Nazar 

 Victoria Knipe     Ona Mirzojev 

 Rose Bew       Frank Prowse 

 Peter Burke      Italia Sirju 

 Robert Hill       Norman Farr 

 Patrick Munnelly    John McKenna 

 John Bolton      David Watkin 

——————————————————— 

PARISH SICK LIST 

 Anne Lindley     Caroline Glazebrook 

 Helen Martin      Susan Young 

 Maria DeRosa      Renee Thomas  

 Helen Seaman     Stuart McPherson 

 Stephanie McAllister  Mark Griffiths  

 Eileen Griffiths     Beryl Green 

 John Green       Ann Hemming 

 Debbie Roper 

——————————————————— 

 NEWSLETTER 

Please note that items for newsletter must be 

received by noon on the proceeding Wednesday 

(All items subject to edit by Fr Peter) 

ronaldglazebrook@btinternet.com 
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I think that not only myself but many people puzzle over this    

excerpt from the Gospel according to Luke, because we’re quite 

unhappy to hear Jesus saying what seems to us such harsh things. 

From the beginning remember now that it is little Luke, Paul’s 

friend, and it was Paul who converted him, the only Gentile to be 

writing the sacred word of scripture in the Old and New               

Testament, little Luke. 

And he begins this episode, he says, “Jesus now passes through 

towns and villages, teaching as he went and making his way to 

Jerusalem.” 

This is sort of a catch sentence of his. He is saying this is what 

Jesus does, not just yesterday or today, tomorrow, but all the time: 

Jesus passes through towns and villages teaching. He is the teacher 

as he went and making his way to Jerusalem where he is going to 

suffer and die and be rejected and on the third day rise again. 

And then someone in the crowd says, “Lord, how many people are 

going to be saved? Who’s going to go to heaven? Who’s going to 

go to hell? Can you tell us now?” 

And that’s why Jesus is angry, because, as they used to say in the 

Sixties, we not only do not know the answers, we don’t even know 

the questions! 

And the question has never been in Jesus’ mind. And it’s a kind of 

thing that you can get obsessed with. 

The question, of course, is who is going to be saved and who isn’t 

going to be saved. 

And Jesus has just got done telling them what it’s all about. It has 

nothing to do with the next life. It has everything to do with this 

life. He has walked, and he’s walking and teaching and preaching, 

and he is going to Jerusalem, and he will suffer and he will die and 

he will rise from the dead. That’s the whole message. 

But the people want to know what’s going to happen in the future, 

what’s going to happen after we die. 

And you can understand Jesus is nodding his head and he’s saying, 

“It doesn’t matter what happens after you die. What matters is how 

you live and how you live now. And leave the future to God. He’s 

the one who decides that. Even I, Jesus, do not decide that. 

“But why should you be worried, because I have come to tell you 

that when you follow me, you live and you reach out… 

“Why don’t you ask questions of yourself and say to your own 

heart, ‘What must I do to hear and listen to the lovely words of 

Jesus and put them into practice in my own heart among my own 

family in my own world? 

“‘Why am I going to worry about who goes to heaven and who 

goes to hell when people all around me need love and care and 

concern.’” 

And Jesus is saying, “Follow me and I will show you how you can 

heal them and help them and bring them to a life they never 

dreamed of.” 

And so he’s rather harsh. 

And then he says, “Enter by the narrow gate.” Enter by the narrow 

gate. 

 

 

It sounds like just a few people are going to be saved, you know, 

the narrow gate. 

And yet look at us. We all entered this church through the narrow 

gate. 

And we entered this church through the narrow gate because we 

wanted to come into this church and be in this church and today 

participate in this ritual of God’s love and care and Jesus’           

salvation. 

And so we come by the narrow gate. 

It means you must focus your heart and focus your attention and 

then you come through the narrow gate into a very large and lovely 

church and we break bread together and sing songs and become 

the people of God. 

Michael Jordon, the basketball player that everybody knows, used 

to have this wonderful saying, “If you give me five basketball 

players who can focus, I’ll give you the world championship.” 

And that’s what the narrow gate is. You have to maintain your 
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Focus! 
In his homily for 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C, Father Hanly shows us why we need to focus  

focus our hearts and focus on what we want to do with our lives. 
 

Readings for Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C 

First Reading: Isaiah 66:18-21 - Responsorial Psalm: Psalms 117:1, 2 - Second Reading: Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13 - Gospel: Luke 13:22-30 
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focus. You have to know where you’re going, where you want to 

go. 

And the decisions you make, God is going to leave all the          

decisions up to us. He’s not going to come and demand we all sit 

here or He’s going to send us all to Hell. 

He’s saying, “Enter the narrow gate.” Focus in your heart. Focus in 

where and what you want to do with your life, instead of rambling 

around the world being pulled by every passing fancy or anybody 

that has a glib line. 

Take your own life into your own hands and walk with Jesus. He 

will help. 

You must keep your focus. Because in this life, if you’ve ever 

watched television, it’s very easy to lose your focus. It’s all around 

us how we tend to lose our focus. 

And what happens to us? Then we get in arguments like, “It’s our 

fault. It’s his fault. I’ll never forgive him. Tana tana tana…” All 

this stuff, it doesn’t mean anything, you see, because we’ve lost 

our focus. 

Our focus is to open our hearts and see the call of Jesus and walk 

in the way he tells us to walk. 

He’s with us on our way to Jerusalem. At the end of the way,   

Jerusalem is, we already know it, some day we will die, some day 

we will enter, through death, into a new world, a new way of     

being. This is what he tells us in today’s gospel. 

The part that kind of really disturbs us though is when the others 

are all wandering around. They haven’t lost their focus. They don’t 

even want to be considered able to walk through the narrow door, 

they’re not interested in the narrow. And so they wander around 

this way and that. 

Of course, at the end, they come and they say, “Oh well, we’d like 

to get in, too,” you see. 

And then, of course… 

This is not God now, this is the landlord, this is a parable. 

The parable is the guests really don’t care to come in at all, are not 

going to come in, until they find well maybe we’ll go to the party 

too and hang out now nothing else is going on at this time, we’re 

just going to hang out and see what happens. 

And the one who invites them to the banquet says, “The door is 

locked, sorry.” 

But he says something very interesting. He doesn’t say, “You’re 

not welcome.” Of course you’re welcome. God welcomes          

everybody. He says, “I don’t even know you, who are you? How 

could I know you?” 

Now when the Jews say “know” they also say “love.” Adam knew 

his wife and she gave birth to a child. “To know” in God’s        

language is “to love.” 

So what he’s saying is you never loved. You never loved yourself, 

you never loved each other, you never loved me, you never loved 

the banquet … 

And, of course, when he says that, what he’s saying is, “I have 

come with a very simple message: you must learn to love. 

“And if you do not learn to love, you’ll never know who I am, 

you’ll never know the meaning of your life, you’ll never know 

anything. You will just disappear.” 

He doesn’t mean for us to get all hot and bothered and worry about 

this. It’s just a parable. But it’s true, it’s true. 

But one thing is missing. God never locks the door. The door is 

always open. Because He loves us. 

Not only is the door open, He’s in our hearts, even when we’re 

running all over the place unfocused, no attention, not caring, and 

then blaming everybody around us for the unhappiness of our 

lives. 

He’s with us. And He whispers in our ear and says, “Okay, get up 

now. Find your focus and start walking.” And He never leaves us. 

This is a lovely … if you think of it in this way and you learn two 

things. Number one is the key is love. If you want to find God, 

love. 

Love who? 

Love the person next to you, love the children, love the old people, 

love those who need your help. And you’ll find them all over the 

place. 

And the door is always open because you’re focused and you walk 

through that narrow door of love and you’re into a whole          

community. 

The real reason why this is so powerful is in the last few lines. 

Because St Luke is very tricky. 

He’s not saying, “I’m not a Jew and everybody around us that 

hears these words is a Jew, and I have come to preach and join the 

Jewish religion because Judaism has salvation because they have 

given us God and they have given us Jesus.” 

He doesn’t say that, but he does say to all the people who think 

that they’ve already arrived and are quite happy with themselves 

and quite pleased that they’ve already made it, he says to them: 

“People will come from the east and the west and the north and the 

south and will recline at the table in the Kingdom of God. For 

those who were last, the outcasts, they shall be the first.” 

And so he’s reminding us that our community is open ended. 

I’m going to end with this very short story. It’s a story of a tramp, 

an alcoholic who was sitting outside our church. 

And because he smells a bit and he’s not really acceptable to the 

community, he’s left there. And he’s quite disappointed, because 

every time he wants to walk in, one of the big guys kind of pushes 

him out onto the steps. 

And then all of a sudden another little old tramp comes and sits 

next to him and he says, “What’s wrong with you?” 

And he says, “I’ve been trying to get into this church, but they 

won’t let me in. And I feel terrible, I’m being rejected.” 

And the other little tramp says, “Don’t feel bad, they’ve rejected 

me too.” 

And the other tramp says, “Well, who are you?” 

He says, “I’m Jesus Christ. They reject me all the time.” 

Smile, it’s supposed to be funny. But it’s got a great truth to it. 

The truth is that the Kingdom of Heaven that he came to preach is 

already in your own heart. You don’t have to go running around 

reading theology books and doing all… 

The Kingdom of God is in your own heart and you must pay     

attention to it. 

Because the voice in your heart is your conscience and the voice of 

your heart is saying, “Focus. 

“Walk the way that he tells you to walk and you will find love and 

you will find forgiveness and you will find compassion and you 

will find hope, like a little girl who welcomes you every morning 

when you get up.” 

Hope is that little girl that says, “Yes, it’s all true. Follow him and 

you will be, as you already are, in the Kingdom.” 
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