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Dear All 
 

As ever I hope this finds you well and happily occupied. 
 

As the West Norfolk monsoon season draws to a close, the Parish Priest has taken himself off 

on holiday, so you are all left in my tender care for the next two weeks (You don’t need to ask 

– of course he has gone to Yorkshire! – where else?). 
 

That means that your notification of whatever Mass you might wish to attend this 

Sunday only needs to come to me this week – gordonadam1962@btinternet.com . 

Please let me know which Mass, and how many will be in your family /        

household group, by lunchtime on Saturday. 
 

On the theme of Sunday Masses, the stewards for the 9.30 Holy Family Mass tell me that last 

week some people were very “negative” about being told where to sit. I need to emphasis to 

you that we are not back to “normal” – we are conducting Masses under the guidelines for 

public worship agreed by the government and the Conference of Bishops, and reflected in the 

Parish risk assessment and plan which the guidelines require us to have. These guidelines state 

that Sunday Masses are overseen by stewards and that we fill up from the seats furthest from 

the entrance and depart beginning with the seats closest to the exit.  So, in Holy Family church 

we fill up from the back, and at the end we exit from the front beginning with those nearest the 

exit door.  This is to help maintain distancing as much as possible and to protect everybody’s 

health and well-being.  Please cooperate with the Stewards as they do their best to get as many 

people in whilst keeping everything as safe as possible. 

 

All of our first Holy Communion children (48 of them) have now been invited to attend a 

Mass in late September to make their first Holy Communions.  This is much scaled down from 

the event that had been planned for 26th April in St Nicholas Chapel, but the important thing is 

that the children will now be able to receive Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament for the first 

time.  There will be two additional Masses on the afternoon of Sunday 20th September at 

which parishioners will also be welcome.  The complete schedule is: 
 

 Saturday 19th September, 10am – 10 children 

 Sunday 20th September, 9.30am – 4 Children 

 Sunday 20th September, 2.00pm – 10 Children 

 Sunday 20th September, 4.00pm – 10 Children 

 Saturday 26th September, 10am – 10 children 

 Sunday 27th September, 9.30am – 4 Children 
 

I am sure these will all be very happy occasions, and events to look forward to. 
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I mentioned earlier that it has felt like we have 

been having a localised monsoon season. We 

were fortunate last Sunday with our visit to Red 

Mount on what ordinarily would have been our 

Assumption procession of Our Lady to the Red 

Mount Chapel.  About 25 of us made our devo-

tions in nothing much more than drizzle, and 

soon after we returned to Church for Benediction 

of the Blessed Sacrament, the heavens opened – 

and stayed on full flow for most of the evening!  At least we made sure that the virus did not 

entirely wipe out the event.  The occasion was also remarkable for another reason – it is a rare 

event when all five clergy (Fr Peter, myself, Deacon John, Deacon Shaun and Deacon Martin) 

are seen together on the Sanctuary! 

 

Those of you who have been to Mass in Our Lady’s 

Church on London Road this week will have seen the 

scaffolding    going up on Walsingham House (Number 

95, refurbished internally a few years ago giving us the 

Wrigglesworth Room)) and St Joseph’s House (Number 

96, currently an uninhabitable, soaking, wreck).  Work is 

about to begin on the refurbishment of St Joseph’s 

House, with the first work being the repairs to the    

chimney stack, which is currently dangerous, followed 

by complete re-roofing. Having the scaffolding is also 

the opportunity for external redecoration of the      

frontages. It is good to see the plans for St Joseph’s start 

to be realised and soon we will be enhancing the streetscape of London Road. 

 

I am asked to publish a message on behalf of us all from an anonymous parishioner who has 

described herself in an e-mail to me as “stray in South Wooton” (Clue – she taught, at primary 

school, just about every catholic child to grow up in this Parish for several decades).   The 

message is   “Our thoughts, good wishes, prayers and love go with Mary and Lou (Smith) as 

they leave their home in Roydon on August 26th after 61 years in this parish. Our thanks to 

you, dear friends, for the happy and musical memories you leave with us. We wish you many 

happy years in your new home. God go with you and bless you both. From all of us in the     

parish.”  For those who don’t know, Lou recently retired from being organist at Holy Family 

church for so long that he did the job before the building was put up! (when Mass was in the 

school hall)  Lou and Mary are moving to Gloucestershire to be near family, and we do indeed 

wish them well.  The well-wisher is Pauline McSherry, and there are many adults in the Parish 

who, to this day, cannot bring themselves to use her Christian name because in their most 

formative days they knew her as “Miss McSherry” at St Martha’s School (I am told she was 

VERY fierce  )  
 

 

 

 

 



Fr Gordon Adam 
Assistant Priest, King’s Lynn Catholic Parish,  

and Pastor, Walsingham Ordinariate Group. 

38 Windsor Road, King’s Lynn, Norfolk. PE30 5PL.    

Tel : 01553 777428     Mob: 07721 020334 

And finally, as today is the Feast day of St Bernard: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Look after yourselves and stay safe – even things are more like “normal”, it is not all over by 
any means. 

 

May Our Lady (and St Bernard) pray for you and may God bless you. 

 

Fr Gordon 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


