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Divine Mercy - Sunday 19th April 2020 
A pause for thought;  some basic facts;  interesting history;  meaningful  novena. 

 

On 2nd April 2020 we celebrated the 15th year 

of the death of Pope John Paul II.  He was 84 

years old. He was born in Poland and chosen as 

Pope in 1978. He was the first none Italian 

Pope in more than 400 years. He was canonized 

on April 27th 2014. 
 

Much of Poland celebrated his anniversary, his 

life, his global approach together with his 

Polish connections. Jo, Petra and I were in   

Kraków soon after his last visit there.                        

— Humbling!!!!!, and a wonderful opportunity 

for further study of some of the lasting effects 

of his Papacy.   
      

A Polish Pope and a Polish Nun …  

…. worth looking at!!! 
 

The feast of Divine Mercy was extended to the whole of the 

Catholic Church by Pope John Paul II on April 30th. 2000. That 

was the day he Canonized Sister Maria Faustina Kowalska, a 

Polish Nun. 
 

Christ had appeared to her in a series of visions over about 8 

years and revealed the Divine Mercy of Jesus to Sister Maria. 
 

The Great Mercy Pope 

Pope John Paul II, both in his teaching and personal life, strove 

to live and teach the message of Divine Mercy. As the great 

Mercy Pope, he wrote an encyclical on Divine Mercy: 
 

"The Message of Divine Mercy has always been near and dear 

 

 



to me… which I took with me to the See of Peter and which it in a sense forms the image of this 

Pontificate." 
 

In his writings and homilies, he has described Divine Mercy as the answer to the world’s     

problems and the message of the third millennium. He beatified and canonized Sr. Maria 

Faustina Kowalska, the nun associated with the message, and he did it in Rome and not in          

Poland to underscore that Divine Mercy is for the whole world. 
 

Establishing Divine Mercy Sunday for the Entire Church 

When Pope John Paul canonized Sr. Faustina (making her St. Faustina), he also, on the same 

day, surprised the entire world by establishing Divine Mercy Sunday (the feast day associated 

with the message) as a feast day for the entire Church. The feast day falls on the Second      

Sunday of the Easter season. On that day, Pope John Paul II declared, "This is the happiest day 

of my life." 
 

Entrusting the World to Divine Mercy 

In 2002, the Pope entrusted the whole world to Divine 

Mercy when he consecrated the International Shrine of The 

Divine Mercy in Lagiewniki, a suburb of Krakow in        

Poland. This is where St. Faustina’s mortal remains are    

entombed. The saint lived in a convent nearby. The Pope 

himself remembers as a young man working in the Solvay 

Quarry, just a few meters from the present-day Shrine. He 

also says that he had been thinking about Sr. Faustina for a 

long time when he wrote his encyclical on Divine Mercy. 

Further, the Holy Father has frequently quoted from 

the Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska and has 

prayed The Chaplet of The Divine Mercy at the saint’s tomb. 
 

Beyond the Life of John Paul II 

Given all these connections to Divine Mercy and St. Faustina, is it any wonder that Pope John 

Paul II died on the Vigil of Divine Mercy Sunday (the evening before the feast day), which fell 

that year on April 3rd. It is also no surprise that the Great Mercy Pope left us a message for    

Divine Mercy Sunday, which was read on the feast day by a Vatican official to the faithful in 

St. Peter’s after a Mass that had been celebrated for the repose of the soul of the Pope. 
 

Repeatedly Pope John Paul II has written and spoken about the need for us to turn to the mercy 

of God as the answer to the specific problems of our times. He has placed a strong and         

significant focus on the Divine Mercy message and devotion throughout his pontificate that 

will carry the Church long after his death. 
 

Divine Mercy Sunday has always been celebrated as the Octave of Easter, i.e. the Sunday after 

Easter Sunday. It reflects how, after his resurrection, Christ had revealed himself to his          

disciples, with Thomas being absent and earning himself the term “doubting Thomas” with his 

initial refusal to believe. A week later (Octave) Christ appeared again.  We know Thomas’s 

story and his vanquished doubt at that second occasion. 
 

 

The International Shrine of The Divine Mercy  
in Lagiewniki, Poland. 



Nineteen centuries later, Christ revealed his own Divine Mercy to Sister Maria and asked her 

to pray for 9 days This is the Divine Mercy Novena. She recorded the words of the prayers in 

her diary, as dictated by Christ himself. 
 

One more Polish connection – Maximillian Maria Kolbe, 

a Polish Conventual Fransican Friar who volunteered to 

die in Oświęcim – (Auschwitz concentration camp.)  
 

A prisoner escaped from the camp, the Nazis selected 10 

others to be killed by starvation, for the escape.            

Franciszek Gajowniczek, began to cry about not seeing 

his wife or children again. Maximillian Kolbe asked to 

die in his place. This was granted. (Franciszek did survive 

the war and saw his family). Maximillian was executed 

on 14th August 1941. 
 

On 10th October 1982 Pope John Paul II canonized      

Father Kolbe and declared him a martyr of charity. 

The Catholic Church venerates him as the patron saint of 

amateur-radio operators, of drug addicts, of political    

prisoners, of families, of journalists, of prisoners, and of the pro-life movement. John Paul II 

declared him "The Patron Saint of Our Difficult Century". His feast day is 14th August, the 

day of his death. 
 

I have visited Maximillian Kolbe isolation and execution cell in the death camp on three       

occasions. I have taken my family to experience their own understanding of concentration 

camp horrors. If you do get to Poland   … visit!! 
 

….. Thank you to Joe Rodriguez for kindling a 

thought. 
 

I feel the need to challenge any of you reading this to 

describe a saint (as named in any of your family) that 

is more obscure than the well known. 
 

I wish you good health. 
 

Edd Chomicz. 
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