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Dear All 
 

As ever, I pray and trust that you are keeping safe and well, and finding enough to do. 
 

Some updates: 

First, Ascension Day (Thursday 21st May) Mass will be live streamed at 10am 
 

Funerals of Parishioners: 

Patricia (Pat) Pressling        – Mintlyn Crematorium at 9.15am on Tuesday 19th May 

Dorothy (Dot) Eagles         – Holy Family Church at 1pm on Wednesday 27th May 

Patricia Barrett (Dersingham)  – Holy Family Church at 1pm on Thursday 28th May 

(Please note that the current emergency laws DO allow Churches to be opened for small, short 

funeral services) 
 

Now, on to the matter of when Churches might be more widely open again.  Deacon Shaun has 

already shared the Conference of Bishops’ statement on the matter and it is on the Parish    

website.  The Archbishop of Westminster, Cardinal Nicholls is actively pressing the              

government on the matter, in particular pressing the importance of being open for private   

prayer, particularly before the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle.  Two useful links are: 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/14/catholic-churches-should-be-allowed-to-

reopen-before-others-england-wales-coronavirus 
 

https://uk.news.yahoo.com/catholic-churches-allowed-reopen-others-125119789.html  
 

As a momentary diversion I wonder how many of you have 

carefully studied the tabernacle in the Holy House.  It is a 

very beautiful piece of brass work which I am looking at 

quite a lot these days while saying Mass on that Altar.  On 

the left is the Lamb of God filling a chalice with blood    

flowing from his pierced chest and on the right  is a pelican 

feeding the chicks with blood flowing from a pierced chest 

(a very traditional representation of self-sacrifice).               

Unfortunately it is very difficult to get a good photograph 

because of the was the light reflects off of the highly         

polished surface 
 

In terms of what is happening here in our Parish, I reproduce here the statement from Fr Peter 

which is included in the Mass Intentions, etc, notice for the coming week: 
 

Preparations are being made for the opening of our churches when government regulations 
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allow. Both churches have been deep cleaned and provisions of sanitising equipment have been 

ordered. Socially-distanced seating will mean that Our Lady’s Church will accommodate 

about 20 safely and Holy Family 30 so we will have to give some thought as to how to admit 

people and also the number and times of Masses on Sunday. The first step will probably be 

limited opening for private prayer and then perhaps weekday Masses to see how things work 

before moving on to Sunday worship. 
 

So all that can be done is being done to allow for us to welcome you back into Church in a safe 

and orderly manner, when we are told that we are allowed to do so.  And believe me, WE are 

looking forward to that happening because WE miss YOU.  Serving you with our sacramental 

and pastoral ministries is what we exist for, and the way in which we serve God. 
 

Finally, a reminder of what we should have been doing this evening.  Plan A was that at 6.30 

this evening we would welcome Bishop Alan into Our Lady’s Church to confer the sacrament 

of Confirmation on 14 of our young people.  Sadly, now not happening. A loss that needs to be 

united with all those in many Parishes around the world who, for now, have been deprived of 

first Holy Communion, Confirmation and Marriage as well as the loss of those prevented from 

attending a funeral that ordinarily they would have been at, in the presence of the deceased to 

pray for their eternal soul.  My turn for that one tomorrow.  Tomorrow I will offer a Mass of 

Requiem at 3.30pm, at which time my Godfather’s funeral will be happening in Dundee     

crematorium. 
 

Keep safe and look after yourselves. 
 

May Our Lady pray for you, and may God bless you. 

 

Fr Gordon 

 


