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Scripture Reference 

Good Friday is the second day of the Easter        
Triduum and the day that Catholics and other           
Christians throughout the world commemorate the 
crucifixion of Jesus. According to Mark 15:42 Jesus 
died “on the day of preparation, the day before the 
sabbath.” The Hebrew Sabbath is celebrated on   
Saturday which is preceded by Friday. Therefore the 
Friday before Easter (the day that we celebrate     
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead) is traditionally 
marked as the day Jesus died on the cross.  
 

The Good Friday liturgy has three parts: the Liturgy 
of the Word, the Veneration of the Cross, and the 
Service of Communion. 
 

The Mass itself is the un-bloody re-presentation of 
Jesus’ death on the cross at Calvary. The priest, and 
victim of the sacrifice are the same person, Jesus, at 
both Calvary and every Mass. From the earliest 
days, Good Friday has been kept as an aliturgical 
day, that is one on which we do not celebrate Mass. 
The Eucharist that is received on Good Friday was 

consecrated a day earlier at the Holy Thursday     
liturgy. 
 

During Good Friday services you might see        
Catholics go up to the front of the church and bow 
before or even kiss a cross. This act is called      
Veneration of the Cross and in which Catholics      
honour the great sacrifice Jesus made on the cross. 
 

At the end of the Good Friday service the ministers 
and assembly depart in silence. 
 

~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ O ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ 
 

WHY DID JESUS HAVE TO DIE? 
 

This incredibly important question involves a matter 
central to Christianity, yet effectively answering it is 
often difficult for Christians. We will take a careful 
look at the question and lay out the answers offered 
in Scripture. 
 

But before we do, it's essential to understand that 
Jesus clearly understood his mission on earth—that 
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it involved laying down his life as a sacrifice. In 
other words, Jesus knew it was his Father's will for 
him to die. 
 

Christ proved his foreknowledge and understanding 
of his death in these poignant passages of Scripture: 
 

Mark 8:31 
Then Jesus began to tell them that he, the Son of 
Man, would suffer many terrible things and be     
rejected by the leaders, the leading priests, and the 
teachers of religious law. He would be killed, and 
three days later he would rise again. 
 

Mark 10:32-34 
Taking the twelve disciples aside, Jesus once more 
began to describe everything that was about to     
happen to him in Jerusalem. "When we get to       
Jerusalem," he told them, "the Son of Man will be 
betrayed to the leading priests and the teachers of 
religious law. They will sentence him to die and 
hand him over to the Romans. They will mock him, 
spit on him, beat him with their whips, and kill him, 
but after three days he will rise again."  
 

Mark 10:38 
But Jesus answered, "You don't know what you are 
asking! Are you able to drink from the bitter cup of 
sorrow I am about to drink? Are you able to be    
baptized with the baptism of suffering I must be 
baptized with?"  
 

Mark 10:43-45 
Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be 
your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be 
the slave of all. For even I, the Son of Man, came 
here not to be served but to serve others, and to give 
my life as a ransom for many."  
 

Mark 14:22-25 
As they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread and 
asked God's blessing on it. Then he broke it in     
pieces and gave it to the disciples, saying, "Take it, 
for this is my body." And he took a cup of wine and 
gave thanks to God for it. He gave it to them, and 
they all drank from it. And he said to them, "This is 
my blood, poured out for many, sealing the           
covenant between God and his people. I solemnly 
declare that I will not drink wine again until that 
day when I drink it new in the Kingdom of God."  
 

John 10:17-18 
"Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down 
My life that I may take it again. No one takes it from 
Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay 
it down, and I have power to take it again. This 
command I have received from My Father." 
 

DOES IT MATTER WHO KILLED JESUS? 
 

This last verse also explains why it is pointless to 
blame the Jews or the Romans—or anyone else for 
killing Jesus. Jesus, having the power to "lay it 

down" or "take it again," freely gave up his life. It 
truly doesn't matter who put Jesus to death.          
The ones who nailed the nails only helped carry out 
the destiny he came to fulfil by laying down his life 
on the cross. 
 

The following points from Scripture will walk you 
through answering the question: Why did Jesus 
have to die? 
 

JESUS HAD TO DIE BECAUSE … 
GOD IS HOLY 

 

Although God is all merciful, all powerful and all 
forgiving, God is also holy, righteous and just. 
 

Isaiah 5:16 
But the LORD Almighty is exalted by his justice. 
The holiness of God is displayed by his               
righteousness.  
 

SIN AND HOLINESS ARE INCOMPATIBLE 
 

Sin entered the world through one man's 
(Adam's) disobedience, and now all people are born 
with a "sin nature." 
 

Romans 5:12 
When Adam sinned, sin entered the entire human 
race. Adam's sin brought death, so death spread to 
everyone, for everyone sinned.  
 

Romans 3:23 
For all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious 
standard.  
 

SIN SEPARATES US FROM GOD 
 

Our sin completely separates us from the holiness of 
God.  
 

Isaiah 35:8 
And a highway will be there; it will be called 
the Way of Holiness. The unclean will not journey 
on it; it will be for those who walk in that Way; 
wicked fools will not go about on it.  
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Isaiah 59:2 
But your iniquities have separated you from your 
God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so 
that he will not hear.  
 

SIN'S PUNISHMENT IS ETERNAL DEATH 
 

God's holiness and justice demand that sin and     
rebellion be paid for by punishment. The only      
penalty or payment for sin is eternal death. 
 

Romans 6:23 
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of 
God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

Romans 5:21 
So just as sin ruled over all people and brought 
them to death, now God's wonderful kindness rules 
instead, giving us right standing with God and     
resulting in eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  
 

OUR DEATH IS INSUFFICIENT  
TO ATONE FOR SIN 

 

Our death is not sufficient to atone for sin because 
atonement requires a perfect, spotless sacrifice,     
offered in just the right way. Jesus, the one perfect 
God-man, came to offer the pure, complete and    
everlasting sacrifice to remove, atone, and make 
eternal payment for our sin. 
 

1 Peter 1:18-19 
For you know that God paid a ransom to save you 
from the empty life you inherited from your           
ancestors. And the ransom he paid was not mere 
gold or silver. He paid for you with the precious 
lifeblood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of 
God.  
 

Hebrews 2:14-17 
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too 
shared in their humanity so that by his death he 
might destroy him who holds the power of death—
that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives 
were held in slavery by their fear of death. For 
surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham's       
descendants. For this reason he had to be made like 

his brothers in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service 
to God, and that he might make atonement for the 
sins of the people. 
 

ONLY JESUS IS THE PERFECT  
LAMB OF GOD 

 

Only through Jesus Christ can our sins be forgiven, 
thus restoring our relationship with God and         
removing the separation caused by sin. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 
 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.  
 

1 Corinthians 1:30 
It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, 
who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, 
our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  
 

JESUS IS MESSIAH, SAVIOUR 
 

The suffering and the glory of the coming Messiah 
was foretold in Isaiah chapters 52 and 53. God's 
people in the Old Testament looked forward to the 
Messiah who would save them from their sin.      
Although he did not come in the form they            
expected, it was their faith which looked forward to 
his salvation that saved them. Our faith, which 
looks backward to his act of salvation, saves us. 
When we accept Jesus' payment for our sin, his     
perfect sacrifice washes away our sin and restores 
our right standing with God. God's mercy and grace 
provided a way for our salvation. 
 

Romans 5:10 
 For since we were restored to friendship with God 
by the death of his Son while we were still his       
enemies, we will certainly be delivered from eternal 
punishment by his life.  
 

When we are "in Christ Jesus" we are covered by 
his blood through his sacrificial death, our sins are 
paid for, and we no longer have to die an eternal 
death. We receive eternal life though Jesus Christ. 
This is why Jesus had to die. 
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