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Good morning, 
 

I hope this morning finds you well.  
 

Today we have the Optional Memorial of Saints Nereus & Achilleus, Martyrs and St. Pancras, 

Martyr. 
 

From: https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200512/today.htm 
 

Saints Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs 
 

Many saints and martyrs died forgotten, and intercede for us anonymously in Heaven: we shall 

not know them until the day of judgement. Others are one degree less anonymous: we know 

their names, and we know that people whose judgement we trust regarded them as saints, but 

that is all. 
 

Such are Saints Nereus and Achilleus. Pope St Damasus I dedicated his life to establishing and 

strengthening the Church after the great persecutions, and took much care over the restoration 

of the Roman catacombs and the proper burial of the martyrs there. He composed a funerary 

inscription for Nereus and Achilleus, which is too literary to be of much use as an historical 

document, but does say that they were Roman soldiers who became Christians, refused to 

serve any longer, and were therefore executed. They were buried in Rome, in the catacomb of 

St Domitilla. The fact that enough was known about them to identify them suggests that there 

must still have been a living memory of their martyrdom, which would put their deaths early in 

the fourth century. 
 

Some legendary “Acts” of the martyrs exist, which make them servants of Flavia Domitilla, a 

noble Christian woman of the late first century. On the whole, it is likely that the composer of 

these Acts sought to fill in the gaps in history with what seemed most plausible and most         

edifying. We, who have a more bureaucratic idea of history, find it difficult to accept such    

motives, and so we are thrown back on saying that Nereus and Achilleus did exist, did die for 

their faith, are truly to be venerated as saints – and that this is all that we really need to know. 

As we pray to be given the strength of purpose that they had, we should be reminded that our 

own acts of witness are still valuable even if they are not spectacular, even if they do not result 

in every detail of our biographies being passed down through the ages. 
  

Saint Pancras, Martyr 
 

This Roman martyr is buried on the Aurelian Way just outside Rome. Some legends say that he 

was born in the East, orphaned, brought to Rome by an uncle, and martyred at the age of     

fourteen, but there is no particular reason to believe them. 
 

The cult of St Pancras spread widely in the sixth century: in England, the first church that St 

Augustine built in Canterbury was dedicated to him. 
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In England today, St Pancras is not much revered, and people no longer name 

their children after him (as they still do, for instance, in Poland and Italy). 

This is not due to any major theological shift: it is simply that St Pancras gave 

his name to a parish in central London, and the parish gave its name to a    

major railway terminus next to King’s Cross. And who would want to be 

named after a railway station? 
 

We do not suggest that English parents should inflict on their children the 

continuing humiliation of a name whose associations have become so          

bathetic; but all of us, everywhere, can honour the memory of St Pancras 

(about whom so little is known) by not letting the fear of ridicule dissuade us 

from doing what is right. 

 

Pope Francis has called a day of prayer, fasting and good works for our world in the present 

pandemic, this coming Thursday, May 14th: 
 

Dear fellow believers and brothers and sisters in humanity, 
 

Our world is facing at the moment a great danger that threatens the lives of millions of people 

around the world due to the growing spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. While 

we reaffirm the role of medicine and scientific research in fighting this pandemic, we should 

not forget to seek refuge in God, as we face this severe crisis. Therefore, we call upon all     

peoples around the world to pray according to each one, respective religious convictions, to 

observe fast and to do good deeds to end this pandemic. May each of us, wherever we are, and 

according to the teachings of our own respective faith traditions and philosophies, seek divine 

help to rescue ourselves and the entire world from this adversity, to inspire scientists to find a 

cure for the virus and to save the whole world from the health, economic, and human             

repercussions of this serious pandemic. 
 

As part of its efforts to realize the objectives of the Document on Human Fraternity, the Higher 

Committee of Human Fraternity proposes Thursday, 14 May 2020 as a Day of prayers, fasting 

and works of charity for the good of all humanity. In this regard, the Committee invites all    

religious leaders and peoples around the world to respond to this call together; to beseech 

God, the Almighty to safeguard the entire world, to help us overcome this pandemic, to restore 

security, stability, health, and prosperity, so that, once this pandemic-crisis is over, our world 

may become a better place for humanity and for human fraternity than ever before. 
 

A letter is attached from Vatican City.  

 

From:  

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/catholic-bishops-respond-to-governments-lockdown-easing-plans/ 
 

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales has responded to the                

government’s document released today, 11 May, titled ‘Our plan to rebuild: The UK 

Government’s COVID-19 recovery strategy’. 

 

Statement 

The timing and the manner of the opening of churches touches profound sensitivities and    
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spiritual needs. The Government’s document and statements fail to recognise this. 
 

The Government’s position, established today, includes these steps aimed at opening churches 

as soon as possible: the establishment of a task force for places of worship, to work closely 

with ‘stakeholders’ in ensuring that premises are COVID-19 secure; and heeding the             

experience of other countries in which churches are already open for worship. 
 

In dialogue with the Government, the Catholic Church will continue its engagement in this 

process and has already submitted a detailed plan, in full accordance with public health     

guidelines, for churches to be opened for private prayer. 
 

The Church is ready to play its full part in the task force, understanding that this includes the 

possible earlier use of churches for private prayer, as a first safe step towards their use for   

public worship. 

 

The Mass readings for today. 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 14: 19-28 
 

From the Walk with me booklet: 
 

‘When the going gets tough, the tough get going.’ Ss Paul and Barnabas acknowledged we 

have to go through many trials before we enter the kingdom of God. Life is often not easy, for 

we all face many challenges and difficult situations. Sometimes we can be overwhelmed or 

consumed by the challenges we face. We can feel that God is distant and remote. We can feel 

that God does not care. We become susceptible to believing these lies. This is the moment to 

remind ourselves of the truth-the truth dispels the lie. God draws near to us in our hardship and 

suffering. God will never desert us.  
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 14: 27-31 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘Peace I bequeath to you, my own peace I give you, a peace the world cannot give, this is my 

gift to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid’ 
 

Something to ponder: 
 

Where in my life do I need the peace of Jesus at the moment? Perhaps it’s in a relationship, or 

in my work, or just in my own heart, peace with myself. Can I talk honestly now to Jesus about 

my need for peace, asking him to let his peace touch me where I most need it? 

 

God bless  
 

Shaun 

 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094  




