
 Parish of Our Lady of the Annunciation - King’s Lynn 
The Catholic Rectory, 

North Everard Street,  

King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 5HQ 

Tel : (01553) 772220    Email : parishpriest763@gmail.com 

Holy Family Church 
Field Lane, Gaywood,  

King’s Lynn. PE30 4AY 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 
London Road,  

King’s Lynn. PE30 5HQ 

 

Keeping in touch with Fr. Gordon Adam 
Monday, 15th June 2020 

 

Dear All 
 

I do hope you are well and keeping occupied. 
 

It was wonderful earlier today to have the Church door opened 

at Our Lady’s – on the 87th day since the cessation of public 

worship - and to welcome about a dozen people for private 

prayer (with the Blessed Sacrament exposed).      
 

We are aware that for some it was a very emotional experience 

to be back in Church.   
 

All in place to help ensure everyone’s safety 
 

Personally, I particularly enjoyed the opportunity to exercise 

the ministry of “hanging about outside the door” in order to 

chat with parishioners who I have not seen or chatted with for 3 months.  I hope to be seeing 

some more of you later in the week.  Please remember that tomorrow’s session for private 

prayer before the Blessed Sacrament in the Sacred Space at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital is 

only for those who work there.  Except for very precisely defined circumstances no visitors are 

currently allowed.  The next “public private prayer” is at Our Lady’s at 7pm on Wednesday. 
 

Yesterday morning’s experience with live streaming was extremely frustrating.  However, 

some parishioners who also use BT internet got in touch to say that they had internet problems 

throughout the late morning, so that reassures us that there was absolutely nothing we could 

have done about it. 
 

We (hopefully) only have one or two Sundays until our new live streaming system is             

installed.  We are regarding it more as an investment rather than a cost, but the cost is quite 

substantial.  We will get less than a fiver in change from £7,000.  I understand that two         

generous donations have already been promised – they are anonymous and even I do not know 

who the donors are, but on everybody’s behalf, I can say THANK YOU to them.  Any further 

offers will be gratefully received!  In the short term the new system will enable a much better 

live stream experience for those who will choose to leave it until they are completely confident 

of it being safe to come to Mass, which may be a good number of months away.  In the longer 

term they will also enable sick and housebound parishioners to continue to participate in our 

Masse.  As for the “hatches, matches and despatches” – baptisms, weddings, and funerals - the 

system will mean that friends and relatives of the families involved who are unable to come in 

person to participate will be able to observe the service, wherever they are in the world.  
 

Readers of “The Tablet” may have spotted that we were “mentioned in despatches”.  In last 

week’s edition (pages 6 & 7) one contributor (Liz Verco, an editor and journalist) wrote a          
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reflection on the experience of participating in Mass by watching live streams.  I quote from 

her article:   
 

“The theatrical equivalent of the “big number before the interval” came from Our Lady of the 

Annunciation at Kings Lynn.  After a couple of weeks spent with solo priests, this almost felt 

like a chorus line.  Following church bells and organ solo, three white robed figures in full 

voice filed past a low angled camera.  The “dramatis personae”, as Canon Peter Rollings put 

it included himself, Fr Gordon Adam and Deacon Shaun Morrison.  The organist / cantor   

Robert Holmes was socially, if anti-socially, distanced in the organ loft.  There was a bit of a 

sound glitch from the lectern, but this was countered by Deacon Shaun coming right up to the 

camera with his gleaming chain censer to wreathe us in smoke: breaking the third wall as they 

say in TV.  It was about as inclusive as you could get to accompany a homily themed on “I will 

not leave you orphans.”   
 

We consider ourselves duly complimented.  As Fr Peter would say, for a fee we can be       

available for weddings and bar mitzvahs! 
 

The audience for these electronic newsletters has vastly increased in the past week.  By       

scouring paperwork in the Parish Office around 90 more addresses were added to the 103 we 

already had.  The most important thing about that is that when we can recommence Masses 

with a congregation we are in touch with as many people as possible to let people know what 

is happening.  We are hoping that there might just be some prospect of (strictly controlled and 

with limited numbers) sometime in July.  
 

In the last few days the news has had a lot to say about 

statues – statues being toppled, statues being wrapped 

up for their own protection,  the future of some statues 

now being questioned  as what is normative and        

accepted by modern society changes from what is was 

two or three generations ago.  So, just to (hopefully) 

bring a smile to your face, I thought I would share this 

image of the Statue of Liberty which I came across on 

social media.  There she is in hiding behind her plinth 

for fear of what might become her! 
 

As ever, stay safe and take care of yourselves and those 

you live with. 
 

May Our Lady pray for you, and may God bless you. 

 

Fr Gordon 

 

 


