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First reading - 1 Kings 17:1-6 
  

The Lord sends Elijah into the wilderness 
  

Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, ‘As the Lord lives, the God of Israel 

whom I serve, there shall be neither dew nor rain these years except at my order.’ 
  

The word of the Lord came to him, ‘Go away from here, go eastwards, and hide yourself in 

the wadi Cherith which lies east of Jordan. You can drink from the stream, and I have ordered 

the ravens to bring you food there.’ He did as the Lord had said; he went and stayed in the    

wadi Cherith which lies east of Jordan. The ravens brought him bread in the morning and meat 

in the evening, and he quenched his thirst at the stream. 
  

The Word of the Lord 

  

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 120 (121) 
  

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
  

I lift up my eyes to the mountains; 

  from where shall come my help? 

My help shall come from the Lord 

  who made heaven and earth. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
  

May he never allow you to stumble! 

  Let him sleep not, your guard. 

No, he sleeps not nor slumbers, 

  Israel’s guard. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
  

The Lord is your guard and your shade; 

  at your right side he stands. 

By day the sun shall not smite you 

  nor the moon in the night. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
  

The Lord will guard you from evil, 

  he will guard your soul. 

The Lord will guard your going and coming 

  both now and for ever. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Through the Good News God called us 

to share the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Alleluia! 

  

Gospel - Matthew 5:1-12 
  

How happy are the poor in spirit 
  

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat down and was joined by his disciples. 

Then he began to speak. This is what he taught them: 

‘How happy are the poor in spirit; 

  theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Happy the gentle: 

  they shall have the earth for their heritage. 

Happy those who mourn: 

  they shall be comforted. 

Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: 

  they shall be satisfied. 

Happy the merciful: 

  they shall have mercy shown them. 

Happy the pure in heart: 

  they shall see God. 

Happy the peacemakers: 

  they shall be called sons of God. 

Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: 

  theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny 

against you on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven: this 

is how they persecuted the prophets before you.’ 
  

Gospel of the Lord. 
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St William of York (-1154) 
Hallam, Hexham & Newcastle, Leeds, Middlesbrough 

  

William Fitzherbert was born at the end of 

the eleventh century into a position of favour 

and wealth, and was a nephew of the future 

King Stephen. In his early days he received a 

good education and when he took holy       

orders, he became the treasurer of the           

cathedral church of York. Even if he received 

this office through patronage, it was           

generally agreed that he carried it out with 

wisdom and charity. 
  

This was the time of the accession of King 

Stephen and the civil war with Queen Maud, 

with all the disastrous effects that it was 

bound to have on the government of the 

Church in England. When William was    

elected to the archbishopric of York in 1140, 

his election was challenged by supporters of 

the Queen because of his family relationship 

with the King. So   began a dispute over his 

position as archbishop that was to continue 

almost until the time of William’s own death. 

Some accounts would suggest that he was      

ill-served by his advisers and suffered the 

disadvantages of having too many politically minded relatives in positions of authority. But he 

himself would seem to have lived an exemplary life and was even careless of his own           

interests. Although Pope Innocent II upheld the appointment, the next Pope Eugenius III      

suspended him from his duties on the advice of no less than St Bernard of Clairvaux and       

another candidate was appointed to the See of York. 
  

William retired for seven years to Winchester where his uncle was bishop and papal legate and 

lived there quietly without complaint. It was only when his successor at York died and he was 

again elected to the archbishopric that he travelled to Rome and received the pallium from 

Pope Anastasius IV. On his return to England, William was mild and conciliatory towards his 

former enemies and well-liked by his flock. But he had hardly begun work in the city of York 

when he was taken ill and died in 1154. He was buried in his cathedral and the solemn        

translation of his relics took place in 1283. 
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