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HOLY WEEK WITH NEWMAN 

“A great number of men live and die without 
reflecting at all upon the state of things in 
which they find themselves. They take things 
as they come, and follow their inclinations as 
far as they have the opportunity. They are 
guided mainly by pleasure and pain, not by 
reason, principle, or conscience; and they do 
not attempt to interpret this world, to             
determine what it means, or to reduce what 
they see and feel to system. But when persons, 
either from thoughtfulness of mind, or from 
intellectual activity, begin to contemplate the 
visible state of things into which they are born, 
then forthwith they find it a maze and a       
perplexity. It is a riddle which they cannot 
solve. It seems full of contradictions and     
without a drift…. 
 
“It is the death of the Eternal Word of God 
made flesh, which is our great lesson how to 
think and how to speak of this world. His 
Cross has put its due value upon everything 
which we see, upon all fortunes, all               
advantages, all ranks, all dignities, all        
pleasures; upon the lust of the flesh, and the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life. It has set 
a price    upon the excitements, the rivalries, 
the hopes, the fears, the desires, the efforts, the 
triumphs of mortal man…. 
 

“The surface of things is bright only, and the 
Cross is sorrowful; it is a hidden doctrine; it 
lies under a veil; it at first sight startles us, and 
we are tempted to revolt from it. Like St. Peter, 
we cry out, “Be it far from Thee, Lord; this 
shall not be unto Thee.” [Matt. xvi. 22.] And 
yet it is a true doctrine; for truth is not on the 
surface of things, but in the depths…. 
 
“And so, too, as regards this world, with all its 
enjoyments, yet disappointments. Let us not 
trust it; let us not give our hearts to it; let us 
not begin with it. Let us begin with faith; let us 
begin with Christ; let us begin with His Cross 
and the humiliation to which it leads. Let us 
first be drawn to Him who is lifted up, that so 
He may, with Himself, freely give us all 
things. Let us “seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness,” and then all those 
things of this world “will be added to us.” 
 
“They alone are able truly to enjoy this world, 
who begin with the world unseen. They alone 
enjoy it, who have first abstained from it. They 
alone can truly feast, who have first fasted; 
they alone are able to use the world, who have 
learned not to abuse it; they alone inherit it, 
who take it as a shadow of the world to come, 
and who for that world to come relinquish it.” 
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