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Keeping in touch with Fr. Gordon Adam 
Saturday, 28th November 2020 

Dear All 

 

As ever, I hope this finds you well and with enough to keep you happily occupied during these 

chilly days and long dark evenings. 

 

Today is the last day of the liturgical year, 

and when dusk falls this evening Advent 

will begin with first Vespers of the first 

Sunday of Advent.  For those who use a 

Missal to follow Mass, we move into Year 

B of the Sunday lectionary and Year 1 of 

the weekday lectionary.  Happy New Year! 
 

We can now look forward to the              

resumption of public worship next 

Wednesday, and we will be resuming our normal weekly Mass schedule straight away.  The 

Sunday obligation remains suspended so those who were choosing an alternative Mass to      

attend in place of their Sunday attendance are free to resume doing that.  Most importantly 

from the clergy team perspective is that we are very much looking forward to celebrating Mass 

with a congregation again – but do remember that sanitising hands, social distancing, and face 

coverings remain important requirements.  Let’s all do our bit to make sure it remains the case 

that there is no evidence of attending Mass being the route for passing on the virus. 
 

I have been listening with interest to the various opinions being voiced around the matter of 

relaxing some restrictions on socialising for a few days around Christmas.  I have to say I do 

not envy the government their task in the least – whatever they do they will be criticised, and 

they have to make their decisions being aware that if they make over-strict rules for Christmas, 

a lot of people will just ignore them.  I do urge you all to take carefully considered decisions 

for your own families.  My own view is better to put up with not having the Christmas we 

would like to have this year in order to make it realistic that 

the whole family will be alive to enjoy a really good    

Christmas in 2021.  I am sure lots of sensible grandparents 

will not want a hug from their grandchildren on Christmas 

Day if the price is an appointment with Thornalley’s in   

January (other Funeral Directors are available, but just not 

as good as  Thornalley’s (in my opinion)).   
 

Of course lots of people are complaining about illogicality 

in the various rules being put in place -but it’s not just       

humans being confused: 
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On the subject of Christmas, can I encourage you to get your bookings for tickets for our 

Christmas Masses in please.  These Masses are ticket only and I cannot emphasise enough that 

admission will be refused to anybody turning up to attend Mass on Christmas Eve and Christ-

mas Day without a ticket.  The way to book is to send an e-mail to                                    

parishpriest763@gmail.com, copied to gordonadam1962@btinternet.com , telling us which 

Mass you want to attend and how many people.  The masses will be: 

Christmas Eve 

12 noon, Holy Family (Vigil Mass) 

4pm, Holy Family (Mass during the night) 

7pm, Our Lady’s (Mass during the night) 

Christmas Day 

8am, Our Lady’s (Mass of the dawn) 

9.30am, Holy Family (Mass during the day) 

11am, Our Lady’s (Mass during the day) 
 

I would also now like to appeal for volunteers to steward at these Masses – please be in touch 

with me either by e-mail or phone. 
 

As you know, I have become not only fascinated by the amount of Christmas decorations on 

display before it is even December, but just slightly obsessed by it.  Walking with dogs in the 

evening it is like it was the week before Christmas, not the end of November.  Come               

St Stephen’s (Boxing) Day, I will be equally interested to see how quickly some of these early 

decorations are taken down when Christmas has hardly begun.  Despite all that, I always like it 

when the town centre decorations are switched on and we get to one again enjoy the way the 

Council has threaded some of the trees with white lights. 
 

Seeing these lights did inspire me to wonder how to make the 

most of Christmas this year in strange circumstances.  My       

research turned up some excellent advice: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As ever, stay safe and take good care of 

yourselves and those you live with. 
 

May Our Lady pray for you, and may 

God bless you 
 

Fr Gordon  
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