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Dear All 
 

Following the success of this morning's live streaming of Mass, we have had lots and lots of positive feedback 

(THANK YOU!).  We are delighted that you were able to join in with Palm Sunday Mass in your own Parish 

Church.  And even though we could not see you we were much buoyed up by the knowledge that by the      

wonders of technology we were not "private" but celebrating the Mass with you. 
 

Some of you are asking if there will be any more - and the answer is YES. 
 

We now plan to bring you the Easter Triduum with live streaming.  I have to warn you that the part of the      

process that is most fragile is the broadband connection.  The presbytery broadband is not strong enough in 

church, so we have a very makeshift arrangement. We are connecting by having a very long telephone          

extension wire from Robert Holmes' flat at 95 London Road which goes outdoors, across a courtyard, then in 

the Wrigglesworth Room kitchen window, through the Holy House and onto a pew where we can then set up a 

broadband router get a wi-fi connection to the laptop that is being used.  On the "practice runs" getting the 

router to behave well was a bit hit and miss.  If we schedule a live stream that then does not happen, that is the 

most likely reason for failure. 
 

We have also decided to continue with two private Masses for the "ordinary" days of Holy Week so the           

schedule is now: 
 

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday -  Mass at 9am and at 4pm 
 

Holy Thursday -                Mass of the Lord's Supper at 8pm to be live streamed 
 

Good Friday -                 Tenebrae at 9am and Liturgy of the Lord's Passion at 3pm.   

                          3pm liturgy  to be live streamed 
 

Holy Saturday -                Tenebrae at 9am and The Easter Vigil at 8.30pm.   

                          Easter Vigil  to be live streamed 
 

Easter Day -                   Masses at 9.30am and 11.30am and Vespers at 5pm.   

                          Probably the 11.30 Mass is the one that will be live streamed 
 

If you are unable to watch as live stream, each service is available afterwards to watch on demand on             

You-Tube. Find us by searching for Our Lady's King's Lynn.  If you have a smart enough TV, or a box such as 

Sky Q which provides access to You-Tube you can also watch that way.  (Some work is also under way to 

learn about how to set up and run a "Facebook" page to which the stream can be linked - but we have to focus 

on learning to walk before we try to run!!) 
 

May Our Lady pray for you and may God bless you 
 

Fr Gordon. 
 

Fr. Gordon Adam 

Assistant Priest, King's Lynn Catholic Parish, and 

Pastor, Walsingham Ordinariate Group 
 

38 Windsor Road  

Kings Lynn  

Norfolk PE30 5PL  

Telephone : 01553 777 428     Mobile : 07721 020334 

Email : gordonadam1962@btinternet.com 
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Palm Sunday 
 

Good morning, 
 

I should think that for most of you, you would never have imagined being at home for Palm 

Sunday. What strange times we are living in, but let us keep smiling, staying well and safe.  
 

Spiritually from your homes, let us try to do what we can to be together in prayer as we begin 

the journey of Holy Week. 
 

A joyful reminder that at 11.30am today, there will be Mass live streamed from Our Lady’s 

Church. 
 

The link is: https://youtu.be/QU8adxNiGhE 
 

 —————————— 
 

Attached are the readings for Mass for today for you.  
 

In the Sunday Missal for today Pope Benedict XVI tells us: 
 

It is a moving experience each year on Palm Sunday as we go up the mountain with Jesus,     

towards the temple, accompanying him on his ascent. But what are we really doing when we 

join this procession as part of the throng which went up with Jesus to Jerusalem and hailed him 

as King of Israel? Does it have anything to do with the reality of our life and world? To answer 

this, we must first be clear about what Jesus himself wished to do and actually did. He was 

journeying towards the Temple in the Holy City, towards the place which Israel ensured in a 

particular way God’s closeness to his people. The ultimate goal of his pilgrimage was the 

heights of God himself; to those heights he wanted to lift every human being. Our procession 

today is meant, then, to be an image of something deeper, to reflect the fact that, together with 

Jesus, we are setting out on a pilgrimage along the high road that leads to the living God. 
 

——————————  
  

I noticed on twitter from the Bishops Conference of England and Wales the following message

- “Bishop speaks of ‘a Long Good Friday” I attach the text from the Bishop of Plymouth for 

you.  
  

—————————— 
 

Fr Peter has sent me the following to share with you: 
 

Top Tips for Holy Week on your own. 
 

PALM SUNDAY 

Bring some greenery into the house from the garden (you can have your own procession       
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singing “Hosanna!”) Put it where it will remind you of Our Lord’s Entry into Jerusalem. Read 

the Passion according to St. Matthew. 
 

MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY 

Keep Holy Week holy by spending some time morning and evening in prayer and reading. 
 

SPY WEDNESDAY 

When I was a child there was a folk-tradition that if you looked in the mirror on this day you 

would see Judas. Needless to say, we took great care not to look! But, of course, when we look 

in the mirror we do see one who has betrayed the Lord. This is a good day for an Examination 

of Conscience (take your time over it) and a sincere Act of Contrition. “I love thee, Jesus, my 

love above all things. I repent with my whole heart of having offended thee. Never permit me 

to separate myself from thee again. Grant that I may love thee always, and then do with me 

what thou wilt.” 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 

Have a leisurely and relaxing bath or shower and reflect on the Washing of the Feet. Make a 

good supper – have a glass of wine – and reflect on Jesus and his Apostles gathered around the 

table. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 

Read the Passion according to St. John. Pray for the Church and the needs of the world,        

especially those who are suffering at this time. Hold a crucifix for a while, contemplating its 

meaning and devoutly kiss it before putting it in a prominent place in your room. You may be 

able to watch a film such as Zeferelli’s Jesus of Nazareth or Mel Gibson’s The Passion of the 

Christ. 
 

HOLY SATURDAY 

On this day the Church was bereft. Her only consolation was Our Blessed Lady given to us as 

our Mother by Jesus on the Cross. Spend some time in her company. 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Light a candle in your home (keep safe!) you could use the words from the Easter Vigil: May 

the light of Christ, rising in glory, dispel the darkness from our minds and hearts. Try and 

watch a live streaming of Mass. Have a jolly good lunch and REJOICE! 
  

—————————— 
 

Other Live stream of Masses taking place today: 
 

The Cathedral of St. John the Baptist 

10.00am   Mass celebrated by Bishop Alan Hopes 

http://www.sjbcathedral.org.uk/ 

 

Westminster Cathedral 

10:30am   Morning Mass celebrated by Cardinal Vincent Nichols 

4.30pm     Solemn Vespers & Benediction    

5.30pm      Evening Mass 

https://www.churchservices.tv/westminster 

 

http://www.sjbcathedral.org.uk/
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Shrine and Basilica of Our Lady of Walsingham 

Morning schedule: 

8.30am    Morning Prayer 

9.30am    Holy Mass 

10.30am   Talk 

11.00am   Rosary 

12.00 Noon – Angelus and Holy Mass 

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/ 
 

—————————— 
 

You may wish to note: 
 

Livestream of Masses from the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, celebrated by Bishop Alan 

Hopes. 
 

http://www.sjbcathedral.org.uk/ 

April 9    Holy Thursday  :  Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 8.00pm 

April 10   Good Friday :    Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion, 3.00pm 

April 11   Holy Saturday :   Mass of the Paschal Vigil, 8.00pm 

April 12   Easter Day :      Mass at 10.00am 
 

—————————— 
 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols is going to be part of a short Easter Sunday Service on BBC Radio 

4 (FM 92 – 95 FM, 103-105 FM. LW 198 Long Wave) and BBC local radio stations at 

8.10am. 

—————————— 

 

Sending my thoughts and prayers.  

God bless, 

Shaun 

 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 

https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/
http://www.sjbcathedral.org.uk/


 

  

 

 

 

 

Diocese of  Plymouth 
From the Office of the Bishop  

 

Message at the Beginning of Holy Week: A long Good Friday  

 

My dear friends,  

 

This Holy Week will be like no other that we have experienced. It is as though we are living a long Good 

Friday. We do not know how much longer it will be so.  

 

In this new landscape, which we now inhabit, the supports and regular patterns have had to fall away. 

There are no public Church services for us to attend. There are no bible reflection groups, no soup 

lunches, no prayer meetings, no visits, no parish social engagements of any sort. Hardest of all, is the  

Eucharistic fast, and even the opportunity of being able to visit a Church, for some quiet prayer and     

reflection.  

 

We have all been thrown inward. Into our own homes and households. Into our very selves. Yet, these 

past two weeks have already born some new and unusual fruits, in us, as Catholics. Brother priests have 

told me that the daily rhythm of having to say Mass on their own, has meant that they have been praying 

with and for, not just the community in front of them, but for the whole Church, spread across the globe. 

People online, too, are sharing that they feel a deeper connection with unseen brothers and sisters. In a 

very good way, modern media has made us all more conscious of that fully Catholic Communion present 

across the entire world, and even of that unseen Communion of the Saints, who gather with us at every 

Mass.  

 

Families, too, are praying more at home than they have ever done. They do so, amidst the stresses and 

strains of being cooped-up together, for longer than they are used to. But this brings with it, deeper     

reservoirs of patience and forgiveness, of tenderness towards one another. Many are following the 

Masses and services online, much more than we anticipated. Some do so, whilst singing their favourite 

hymns, playing instruments, or joining in reflective songs and choral singing on iPad, iPhone or lap top.  

 

So many of us were captivated by that Holy Hour which Pope Francis presided over last week, when he 

blessed an empty St Peter’s Square with our Eucharistic Lord. In doing so, he was calling down the 

Lord’s blessing on the city of Rome and the whole world, Urbi et Orbi. In his words, on that evening, he 

reminded us of the real heroes of this time, when he said:  

 

“It is the life in the Spirit that can redeem, value and demonstrate how our lives are woven together and 

sustained by ordinary people – often forgotten people – who do not appear in newspaper and magazine 

headlines nor on the grand catwalks of the latest show, but who without any doubt are in these very 

days writing the decisive events of our time: doctors, nurses, supermarket employees, cleaners,         

caregivers, providers of transport, law and order forces, volunteers, priests, religious men and women 

and so very many others who have understood that no one reaches salvation by themselves.  

 

In the face of so much suffering, when the authentic development of our peoples is assessed, we experience 



the priestly prayer of Jesus: “That they may all be one” (Jn 17:21). How many people every day are       

exercising patience and offering hope, taking care to sow not panic but a shared responsibility.”  

 

With our Holy Father, I believe, that what we are witnessing is a sign of a renewed humanity.  

 

In nature, too, these past weeks have seen the definite signs of spring. There’s the deeper red, or     

brighter evening skies, the sound of so many birds and the budding forth of the different varieties of 

flower and foliage.  

 

Although this time, so often feels like a long Good Friday, in God’s good purposes, it already contains the 

hope of brighter and better days to come. And who knows what gifts God will have bestowed upon us, in 

the meantime?  

 

I think this is why, words from a popular song, originally written by Amanda McBroom, and sung by 

many, stir in my mind. The song is called The Rose and the last stanza goes like this:  

 

“When the night has been too lonely, and the road has been too long.  

And you think that love is only for the lucky and the strong,  

Just remember in the winter, far beneath the bitter snows  

Lies the seed, that with the sun's love, in the spring becomes the rose”  

 

I always like to think that the seed is our deepest self, buried deep down within us, now being loved, not 

just by the sun present in our sky, but by the Son, Jesus Christ.  

 

So, as we live through this long Good Friday, let us try to remember; “in the winter, far beneath.......lies 

the seed that with His love, in the spring becomes the rose.”  

 

Our sharing in the Son of God’s dying, in this long Good Friday, is a real participation in His redemptive 

act of love, for all. It will bring forth fruits, unknown now, for each of us, for our Church and especially 

for our world. In this, is our hope.  

 

God bless you.  

 

Please, pray for me.  

 

 

 

 

+Mark O’Toole  

Bishop of Plymouth  
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Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion 
 

So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying, "Hosanna! Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!" And Jesus found a young ass and 

sat upon it; as it is written, "Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on 

an ass's colt!" (Jn 12:13-15). 
 

Today we commemorate Christ's entry into Jerusalem for the completion of the Paschal        

Mystery. In the old calendar before Vatican II, the Church celebrated Passion Sunday two      

Sundays before Easter, and then Palm Sunday was the beginning of Holy Week. The Church 

has combined the two to reinforce the solemnity of Holy Week 
. 

The Palm Sunday procession is formed of Christians who, in the "fullness of faith," make their 

own the gesture of the Jews and endow it with its full significance. Following the Jews'            

example we proclaim Christ as a Victor... Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who 

comes in the Name of the Lord. But by our faith we know, as they did not, all that His triumph 

stands for. He is the Messiah, the Son of David and the Son of God. He is the sign of             

contradiction, acclaimed by some and reviled by others. Sent into this world to wrest us from 

sin and the power of Satan, He underwent His Passion, the punishment for our sins, but issues 

forth triumphant from the tomb, the victor over death, making our peace with God and taking 

us with Him into the kingdom of His Father in heaven. 
 

 

The priests and deacons wear red vestments for Mass. There is a special entrance at the            

beginning of each Mass, either simple or solemn. This includes a blessing of the palms and the 

gospel reading of the entrance into Jerusalem (Matt 21:1-11). The introduction by the priest 

explains the solemnity of Holy Week, and invites the faithful to take full part in the                 

celebration: 
 

Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing, by works of charity and 

self-sacrifice, for the celebration of our Lord's paschal mystery. Today we come together to 

begin this solemn celebration in union with the whole Church throughout the world. Christ     

entered in triumph into his own city, to complete his work as our Messiah: to suffer, to die, and 

to rise again. Let us remember with devotion this entry which began his saving work and       

follow him with a lively faith. United with him in his suffering on the cross, may we share his 

resurrection and new life. 
 

The palms are blessed with the following prayer: 
 

Almighty God, we pray you bless these branches and make them holy. Today we joyfully         

acclaim Jesus our Messiah and King. May we reach one day the happiness of the new and      

everlasting Jerusalem by faithfully following him who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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As the faithful, we remember and dramatize Christ's triumphal entrance into Jerusalem on a 

donkey. In Jesus' time, a huge crowd assembled, put their cloaks or branches on the ground, 

and waved palm branches, acclaiming Christ as the King of Israel, the Son of David. We now 

wave our palm branches and sing as the priest enters the church: 
 

Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

These words of praise are echoed every day at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass at the Sanctus 

(Holy, Holy). 
 

Our joy is quickly subdued. We are jolted to reality and see the purpose of Christ coming to 

Jerusalem by the reading of the Passion at the Gospel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sunday, 5th April 2020. 

Parish of Our Lady of the Annunciation - King’s Lynn 
The Catholic Rectory, 
North Everard Street,  

King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 5HQ 
Tel : (01553) 772220    Email : parishpriest763@gmail.com 

www.catholicparish-kingslynn.org.uk 

Holy Family Church 
Field Lane, Gaywood,  

King’s Lynn. PE30 4AY 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 
London Road,  

King’s Lynn. PE30 5HQ 

Palm Sunday 
 

This gospel is read at the procession with palms before Mass:  
 

Gospel  - Matthew 21:1-11  
 

Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 

When they drew near to Jerusalem 

and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, 

‘Go into the village facing you, 

and immediately you will find an ass tied, 

and a colt with her: untie them and bring them to me. 

If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 

“The Lord has need of them,” 

and he will send them immediately.’ 

This took place to fulfil 

what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 

‘Tell the daughter of Sion, 

Behold, your king is coming to you, 

humble, and mounted on an ass, 

and on a colt, the foal of an ass.’ 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 

they brought the ass and the colt, 

and put their garments on them, and he sat thereon. 

Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road, 

and others cut branches from the trees 

and spread them on the road. 

And the crowds that went before him 

and that followed him shouted, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest!’ 

And when he entered Jerusalem, 

all the city was stirred, saying, ‘Who is this?’ 

And the crowds said, 

‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth of Galilee.’ 
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Palm Sunday 
 

First reading - Isaiah 50:4-7  
 

I did not cover my face against insult: I know I shall not be shamed 

The Lord has given me 

a disciple’s tongue. 

So that I may know how to reply to the wearied 

he provides me with speech. 

Each morning he wakes me to hear, 

to listen like a disciple. 

The Lord has opened my ear. 

For my part, I made no resistance, 

neither did I turn away. 

I offered my back to those who struck me, 

my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; 

I did not cover my face 

against insult and spittle. 

The Lord comes to my help, 

so that I am untouched by the insults. 

So, too, I set my face like flint; 

I know I shall not be shamed. 

  

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 21(22):8-9,17-20,23-24 

 
R  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 

   All who see me, deride me. 

   They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 

   ‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; 

   Let him release him if this is his friend.’ 
 

R  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 

   Many dogs have surrounded me, 

   a band of wicked beset me. 

   They tear holes in my hands and my feet 

   I can count every one of my bones. 
 

R  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
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   They divide my clothing among them. 

     They cast lots for my robes. 

   O Lord do not leave me alone, 

   my strength, make haste to help me! 
 

R  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 

   I will tell of your name to my brethren 

     And praise you where they are assembled. 

   ‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; 

     all sons of Jacob, give him glory. 

   Revere him, Isreal’s sons. 
 

R  My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

 

Second reading - Philippians 2:6-11 
 

Christ humbled himself but God raised him high 

His state was divine, 

yet Christ Jesus did not cling 

to his equality with God 

but emptied himself 

to assume the condition of a slave 

and became as men are; 

and being as all men are, 

he was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, 

death on a cross. 

But God raised him high 

and gave him the name 

which is above all other names 

so that all beings 

in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 

should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 

and that every tongue should acclaim 

Jesus Christ as Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

  

Gospel Acclamation - Phil2:8-9 
 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

Christ was humbler yet, 

even to accepting death, death on a cross. 

But God raised him high 

and gave him the name which is above all names. 

Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory! 

  



Gospel - Matthew 26:14-27:66  
 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Key: N. Narrator. ✠ Jesus. O. Other single speaker. C. Crowd, or more than one speaker. 
 

  N.  One of the Twelve, the man called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, 
 

  O.  What are you prepared to give me if I hand him over to you? 
 

  N.  They paid him thirty silver pieces, and from that moment he looked for an opportunity to 

    betray him. 

      Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus to say, 
 

  C.  Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the passover? 
 

  N.  He replied: 
 

  ✠  Go to so-and-so in the city and say to him, ‘The Master says: My time is near. It is at your           

    house that I am keeping Passover with my disciples.’ 
 

  N.  The disciples did what Jesus told them and prepared the Passover. 

        When evening came he was at table with the twelve disciples. And while they were eating           

    he said: 
 

  ✠  I tell you solemnly, one of you is about to betray me. 
 

  N.  They were greatly distressed and started asking him in turn, 
 

  C.  Not I, Lord, surely? 
 

  N.  He answered, 
 

  ✠  Someone who has dipped his hand into the dish with me will betray me. The Son of Man           

    is going to his fate, as the scriptures say he will, but alas for that man by whom the Son of            

    Man is betrayed! Better for that man if he had never been born! 
 

  N.  Judas, who was to betray him, asked in his turn, 
 

  O.  Not I, Rabbi, surely? 
 

  N.  Jesus answered: 
 

  ✠  They are your own words. 
 

  N.  Now as they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and when he had said the blessing he           

    broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
 

  ✠  Take it and eat; this is my body. 
 

  N.  Then he took a cup, and when he had returned thanks he gave it to them, saying: 
 

  ✠  Drink, all of you, from this, for this is my blood, the blood of the covenant, which is to be           

    poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. From now on, I tell you, I shall not drink             



    wine until the day I drink the new wine with you in the kingdom of my Father. 
 

  N.  After psalms had been sung they left for the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them, 
 

  ✠  You will all lose faith in me this night, for the scripture says: I shall strike the shepherd               

    and the sheep of the flock will be scattered, but after my resurrection I shall go before you            

    to Galilee. 
 

  N.  At this, Peter said, 
 

  O.  Though all lose faith in you, I will never lose faith. 
 

  N.  Jesus answered him, 
 

  ✠  I tell you solemnly, this very night, before the cock crows, you will have disowned me            

    three times. 
 

  N.  Peter said to him, 
 

  O.  Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you. 
 

  N.  And all the disciples said the same. 

      Then Jesus came with them to a small estate called Gethsemane; and he said to his                   

    disciples, 
 

  ✠  Stay here while I go over there to pray. 
 

  N.  He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee with him. And sadness came over him, and              

    great distress. Then he said to them, 
 

  ✠  My soul is sorrowful to the point of death. Wait here and keep awake with me. 
 

  N.  And going on a little further he fell on his face and prayed: 
 

  ✠  My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass me by. Nevertheless, let it be as you, not I,                

    would have it. 
 

  N.  He came back to the disciples and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter: 
 

  ✠  So you had not the strength to keep awake with me one hour? You should be awake, and                

    praying not to be put to the test. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. 
 

  N.  Again, a second time, he went away and prayed: 
 

  ✠  My Father, if this cup cannot pass by without my drinking it, your will be done! 
 

  N.  And he came back again and found them sleeping, their eyes were so heavy. Leaving            

    them there, he went away again and prayed for the third time, repeating the same words.            

    Then he came back to the disciples and said to them, 
 

  ✠  You can sleep on now and take your rest. Now the hour has come when the Son of Man is             

    to be betrayed into the hands of sinners. Get up! Let us go! My betrayer is already close            



    at hand. 
 

  N.  He was still speaking when Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared, and with him a large              

    number of men armed with swords and clubs, sent by the chief priests and elders of the             

    people. Now the traitor had arranged a sign with them. He had said, 
 

  O.  ‘The one I kiss, he is the man. Take him in charge.’ 
 

  N.  So he went straight up to Jesus and said, 
 

  O.  Greetings, Rabbi. 
 

  N.  and kissed him. Jesus said to him, 
 

  ✠  My friend, do what you are here for. 
 

  N.  Then they came forward, seized Jesus and took him in charge. At that, one of the                             

    followers of Jesus grasped his sword and drew it; he struck out at the high priest’s                   

    servant, and cut off his ear. Jesus then said, 
 

  ✠  Put your sword back, for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. Or do you think                   

    that I cannot appeal to my Father who would promptly send more than twelve legions of                 

    angels to my defence? But then, how would the scriptures be fulfilled that say this is the              

    way it must be? 
 

  N.  It was at this time that Jesus said to the crowds, 
 

  ✠  Am I a brigand, that you had to set out to capture me with swords and clubs? I sat                 

    teaching in the Temple day after day and you never laid hands on me. 
 

  N.  Now all this happened to fulfil the prophecies in scripture. Then all the disciples deserted               

    him and ran away. 

       The men who had arrested Jesus led him off to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes           

    and the elders were assembled. Peter followed him at a distance, and when he reached the             

    high priest’s palace, he went in and sat down with the attendants to see what the end           

    would be. 

      The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus,                  

    however false, on which they might pass the death sentence. But they could not find any,                

    though several lying witnesses came forward. Eventually two stepped forward and made                 

    a statement, 
 

  O.  This man said: ‘I have power to destroy the Temple of God and in three days build it up.’ 
 

  N.  The high priest then stood up and said to him, 
 

  O.  Have you no answer to that? What is this evidence these men are bringing against you? 
 

  N.  But Jesus was silent. And the high priest said to him, 
 

  O.  I put you on oath by the living God to tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God. 
 

  N.  Jesus answered: 
 



  ✠  The words are your own. Moreover, I tell you that from this time onward you will see the                

    Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and coming on the clouds of heaven. 
 

  N.  At this, the high priest tore his clothes and said, 
 

  O.  He has blasphemed. What need of witnesses have we now? There! You have just heard                

    the blasphemy. What is your opinion? 
 

  N.  They answered, 
 

  C.  He deserves to die. 
 

  N.  Then they spat in his face and hit him with their fists; others said as they struck him, 
 

  C.  Play the prophet, Christ! Who hit you then? 
 

  N.  Meanwhile Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard, and a servant-girl came up to him                

    and said, 
 

  O.  You too were with Jesus the Galilean. 
 

  N.  But he denied it in front of them all, saying: 
 

  O.  I do not know what you are talking about. 
 

  N.  When he went out to the gateway another servant-girl saw him and said to the people                

    there, 
 

  O.  This man was with Jesus the Nazarene. 
 

  N.  And again, with an oath, he denied it: 
 

  O. I do not know the man. 
 

  N. A little later the bystanders came up and said to Peter, 
 

  C.  You are one of them for sure! Why, your accent gives you away. 
 

  N.  Then he started calling down curses on himself and swearing: 
 

  O.  I do not know the man. 
 

  N. At that moment the cock crew, and Peter remembered what Jesus had said, ‘Before the           

    cock crows you will have disowned me three times.’ And he went outside and wept                     

    bitterly. 

      When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people met in council to             

    bring about the death of Jesus. They had him bound, and led him away to hand him over            

    to Pilate, the governor. 

      When he found that Jesus had been condemned, Judas his betrayer was filled with                       

    remorse and took the thirty silver pieces back to the chief priests and elders, saying: 
 

  O.  I have sinned. I have betrayed innocent blood. 
 

  N.  They replied: 
 

  C.  What is that to us? That is your concern. 
 



  N.  And flinging down the silver pieces in the sanctuary he made off and hanged himself. The              

    chief priests picked up the silver pieces and said, 
 

  C.  It is against the Law to put this into the treasury: it is blood-money. 
 

  N.  So they discussed the matter and bought the potter’s field with it as a graveyard for                    

    foreigners, and this is why the field is called the Field of Blood today. The words of the            

    prophet Jeremiah were then fulfilled: And they took the thirty silver pieces, the sum at              

    which the precious One was priced by children of Israel, and they gave them for the                

    potter’s field, just as the Lord directed me. 

      Jesus, then, was brought before the governor, and the governor put to him this question: 
 

  O.  Are you the king of the Jews? 
 

  N.  Jesus replied, 
 

  ✠  It is you who say it. 
 

  N.  But when he was accused by the chief priests and the elders he refused to answer at all.          

    Pilate then said to him, 
 

  O.  Do you not hear how many charges they have brought against you? 
 

  N.  But to the governor’s complete amazement, he offered no reply to any of the charges. 

      At festival time it was the governor’s practice to release a prisoner for the people, anyone         

    they chose. Now there was at that time a notorious prisoner whose name was Barabbas.          

    So when the crowd gathered, Pilate said to them, 
 

  O.  Which do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ? 
 

  N.  For Pilate knew it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. Now as he was               

    seated in the chair of judgement, his wife sent him a message, 
 

  O.  Have nothing to do with that man; I have been upset all day by a dream I had about him. 
 

  N.  The chief priests and the elders, however, had persuaded the crowd to demand the release       

    of Barabbas and the execution of Jesus. So when the governor spoke and asked them, 
 

  O.  Which of the two do you want me to release for you? 
 

  N.  they said, 
 

  C.  Barabbas. 
 

  N.  Pilate said to them: 
 

  O.  But in that case, what am I to do with Jesus who is called Christ? 
 

  N.  They all said: 
 

  C.  Let him be crucified! 
 

  N.  Pilate asked: 
 

  O.  Why? What harm has he done? 
 



  N.  But they shouted all the louder, 
 

  C.  Let him be crucified! 
 

  N.  Then Pilate saw that he was making no impression, that in fact a riot was imminent. So he          

    took some water, washed his hands in front of the crowd and said, 
 

  O.  I am innocent of this man’s blood. It is your concern. 
 

  N.  And the people, to a man, shouted back, 
 

  C.  His blood be on us and on our children! 
 

  N.  Then he released Barabbas for them. He ordered Jesus to be first scourged and then             

    handed over to be crucified. 

      The governor’s soldiers took Jesus with them into the Praetorium and collected the whole           

    cohort round him. Then they stripped him and made him wear a scarlet cloak, and having         

    twisted some thorns into a crown they put this on his head and placed a reed in his right            

    hand. To make fun of him they knelt to him saying, 
 

  C.  Hail, king of the Jews! 
 

  N.  And they spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the head with it. And when            

    they had finished making fun of him, they took off the cloak and dressed him in his own         

    clothes and led him away to crucify him. 

      On their way out, they came across a man from Cyrene, Simon by name, and enlisted him          

    to carry his cross. When they had reached a place called Golgotha, that is, the place of the       

    skull, they gave him wine to drink mixed with gall, which he tasted but refused to drink.       

    When they had finished crucifying him they shared out his clothing by casting lots, and         

    then sat down and stayed there keeping guard over him. 

      Above his head was placed the charge against him; it read: ‘This is Jesus, the King of the         

    Jews.’ At the same time two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on          

    the left. 

      The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said, 
 

  C.  So you would destroy the Temple and rebuild it in three days! Then save yourself! If you           

    are God’s son, come down from the cross! 
 

  N.  The chief priests with the scribes and elders mocked him in the same way, saying: 
 

  C.  He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the king of Israel; let him come down         

    from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He puts his trust in God; now let God            

    rescue him if he wants him. For he did say, ‘I am the son of God.’ 
 

  N.  Even the robbers who were crucified with him taunted him in the same way. 

      From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about           

    the ninth hour, Jesus cried out in a loud voice, 
 

  ✠  Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 
 

  N.  That is, ‘My God, my God, why have you deserted me?’ When some of those who stood        

    there heard this, they said, 



 

  C.  The man is calling on Elijah. 
 

  N.  and one of them quickly ran to get a sponge which he dipped in vinegar and, putting it on         

    a reed, gave it him to drink. The rest of them said: 
 

  C.  Wait! See if Elijah will come to save him. 
 

  N.  But Jesus, again crying out in a loud voice, yielded up his spirit. 

 

  Here all kneel and pause for a short time. 

 

      At that, the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom; the earth quaked; the         

    rocks were split; the tombs opened and the bodies of many holy men rose from the dead,     

    and these, after his resurrection, came out of the tombs, entered the Holy City and                 

    appeared to a number of people. Meanwhile the centurion, together with the others               

    guarding Jesus, had seen the earthquake and all that was taking place, and they were              

    terrified and said, 
 

  C.  In truth this was a son of God. 
 

  N.  And many women were there, watching from a distance, the same women who had               

    followed Jesus from Galilee and looked after him. Among them were Mary of Magdala,               

    Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 

        When it was evening, there came a rich man of Arimathaea, called Joseph, who had              

    himself become a disciple of Jesus. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of               

    Jesus. Pilate thereupon ordered it to be handed over. So Joseph took the body, wrapped it            

    in a clean shroud and put it in his own new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock. He            

    then rolled a large stone across the entrance of the tomb and went away. Now Mary of            

    Magdala and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the sepulchre. 

        Next day, that is, when Preparation Day was over, the chief priests and the Pharisees went            

    in a body to Pilate and said to him, 
 

  C. Your Excellency, we recall that this impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three              

    days I shall rise again.’ Therefore give the order to have the sepulchre kept secure until       

    the third day, for fear his disciples come and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has            

    risen from the dead.’ This last piece of fraud would be worse than what went before. 
 

  N.  Pilate said to them: 
 

  O.  You may have your guard. Go and make all as secure as you know how. 
 

  N.  So they went and made the sepulchre secure, putting seals on the stone and mounting a         

    guard. 

 

 

 

 



Who Is This? 
  

Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion (A)  
 

Rediscover the identity of Jesus as the drama of Holy Week unfolds once more,  

not only in our churches, but also in our homes and in our hearts. 
 

‘Who is this?’ people asked, as Jesus, riding on an ass, with a crowd of supporters, arrived in 

Jerusalem, creating something of a stir (Matthew 21: 10), on the first day of what we know as 

Holy Week. 
  

It’s the question of his identity. On this occasion 

it wasn’t prompted by anything that he said. It 

was what he did — riding into town on an ass. 

He was accompanied by excited, even elated   

followers, some spreading their clothes along the 

way, like rolling out the red carpet, while others 

were strewing the road with    branches from the 

trees — hence the palms — it was standard   

practice at the time to lay down leaves and    

flowers on the street for a victory parade.  They 

were shouting — ‘Hosanna for the son of David, 

blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord’.  To that extent they knew who he was. 
 

More specifically, in this cavalcade, riding on a 

she-ass, more specifically, Jesus was symbolically affirming his understanding of leadership 

and authority. 
  

In many different cultures both ancient and modern people love parades and processions,      

especially if figures of great authority are on show. For our part, in Britain, consider the 

crowds in the Mall cheering the Queen in her horse-drawn carriage as she makes her way 

along to some State event.   Or think of the President of the United States in a motorcade of 

some 45 vehicles, — a mesmerizing demonstration of power.   
  

The symbolism of riding on an ass does not escape Matthew (21: 4-5).  Weaving together   

quotations from Isaiah and Zechariah he explains that by choosing a she-ass to carry him into 

the holy city Jesus was fulfilling an age-old prophecy, signalling to the people — ‘the daughter 

of Sion’ — that their king had come — ‘humbly’. Like people everywhere, they had seen 

enough of powerful kings in the rulers of Babylon and now, under Roman occupation, they 

had troops clattering through the streets in their chariots.  They might recall stories of the    

legendary Alexander the Great’s entrance into Jerusalem in 332 BC riding arrogantly high on 

his magnificent warhorse.  
  

In contrast, as if mocking it, Jesus turns it upside down. No king in those days, no Roman      

imperial authority figure, no country’s leader in our time either, would ever appear so absurdly 

on the back of an ass. It’s almost a joke — not organized enough to count even as a protest 

march. If this is Jesus finally beginning to reveal his identity then isn’t he doing so by          

parodying everything that would naturally exhibit leadership, power and authority? 

 



Back then in the Roman Empire, but of course not only there, authority was despotic,               

autocratic and dictatorial — imperious, coercive — domineering, to list some likely               

descriptions.  Indeed, leadership is not to be domineering as it is among the pagans, as Jesus 

once said to his disciples (Matthew 20: 26).  He has an entirely different way of exercising          

authority — non-violent, persuasive, peaceful. 
 

That was of course true.  Yet it doesn’t explain why he comes riding on an ass — to explain 

that, as Matthew notes, we need the four or five hundred year old prophecies about the king 

who comes humbly. But this is Palm Sunday of the Passion. We go on to listen to the Passion 

according to Saint Matthew and as we do so, we are drawn more deeply and explicitly into the 

identity of the central figure. The Roman centurion and his men cry out in awe : ‘ Truly this 

man was a son of God’ (27: 54). Or  ‘the Son of God’?  What could these pagan soldiers really 

have meant? And then what about the women — the ‘many women’; women ‘who had          

followed Jesus from Galilee and ministered to him’, the women who now ‘watched at a         

distance’ — “Among them were Mary of Magdala, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and 

the mother of the sons of Zebedee” (27: 56) — what were they thinking? 
  

It’s only the first day of Holy Week. Much else will be remembered and revealed.  Palm       

Sunday is the start, where we are called by the Church to begin. ‘Christ is risen’ we shall tell 

one another when Easter Day comes;  but our reaffirmation of who he is begins with the       

followers who so joyfully strewed his path with palm branches, believing him to be the long 

awaited king of peace, and with the Roman soldiers in their awe, whatever they meant by what 

they said; and finally the women, saying nothing that has been recorded, — watching and 

waiting. 


