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Good morning, 
 

I hope you are all well on this Monday morning. (On this day 27th April 1749 the first           

performance of George Frideric Handel's Fireworks Music took place in Green Park, London) 
 

Yesterday at the 11.30am Mass live streamed, the entrance hymn was “Alleluia, alleluia Give 

thanks to the risen Lord” and during Fr Gordon’s homily you would have heard him mention 

St Alphonsus Liguori who composed the Spiritual Communion prayer. I thought it may be of 

interest of looking further into both of these for you: 
 

St Alphonsus Liguori.   

Bishop, Doctor of the Church, and the founder of the Redemptorist Congregation. He was born 

Alphonsus Marie Antony John Cosmos Damien Michael Gaspard de Liguori on September 

27,1696, at Marianella, near Naples, Italy. Raised in a pious home, Alphonsus went on retreats 

with his father, Don Joseph, who was a naval officer and a captain of the Royal Galleys.        

Alphonsus was the oldest of seven children, raised by a devout mother of Spanish descent.     

Educated at the University of Naples, Alphonsus received his doctorate at the age of sixteen. 

By age nineteen he was practicing law, but he saw the transitory nature of the secular world, 

and after a brief time, retreated from the law courts and his fame. Visiting the local Hospital for 

Incurables on August 28, 1723, he had a vision and was told to consecrate his life solely to 

God. In response, Alphonsus dedicated himself to the religious life, even while suffering         

persecution from his family. He finally agreed to become a priest but to live at home as a   

member of a group of secular missionaries. He was ordained on December 21, 1726, and he 

spent six years giving missions throughout Naples. In April 1729, Alphonsus went to live at the 

"Chiflese College," founded in Naples by Father Matthew Ripa, the Apostle of China. There he 

met Bishop Thomas Falcoia, founder of the Congregation of Pious Workers. This lifelong 

friendship aided Alphonsus, as did his association with a mystic, Sister Mary Celeste. With 

their aid, Aiphonsus founded the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer on November 9, 

1732. The foundation faced immediate problems, and after just one year, Alphonsus found 

himself with only one lay brother, his other companions having left to form their own religious 

group. He started again, recruited new members, and in 1743 became the prior of two new 

congregations, one for men and one for women. Pope Benedict XIV gave his approval for the 

men's congregation in 1749 and for the women's in 1750. Alphonsus was preaching missions in 

the rural areas and writing. He refused to become the bishop of Palermo but in 1762 had to     

accept the papal command to accept the see of St. Agatha of the Goths near Naples. Here he 

discovered more than thirty thousand uninstructed men and women and four hundred              

indifferent priests. For thirteen years Alphonsus fed the poor, instructed families, reorganized 

the seminary and religious houses, taught theology, and wrote. His austerities were rigorous, 

and he suffered daily the pain from rheumatism that was beginning to deform his body. He 

spent several years having to drink from tubes because his head was so bent forward. An attack 

of rheumatic fever, from May 1768 to June 1769, left him paralyzed. He was not allowed to 

resign his see, however, until 1775. In 1780, Alphonsus was tricked into signing a submission 

for royal approval of his congregation. This submission altered the original rule, and as a result 

Alphonsus was denied any authority among the Redemptorists. Deposed and excluded from 
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his own congregation, Alphonsus suffered great anguish. But he overcame his depression, and 

he experienced visions, performed miracles, and gave prophecies. He died peacefully on       

August 1,1787, at Nocera di Pagani, near Naples as the Angelus was ringing. He was beatified 

in 1816 and canonized in 1839. In 1871, Alphonsus was declared a Doctor of the Church by 

Pope Pius IX. His writings on moral, theological, and ascetic matters had great impact and 

have survived through the years, especially his Moral Theology and his Glories of Mary. He 

was buried at the monastery of the Pagani near Naples. 

———————————————————— 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, Give thanks to the risen Lord 

The composer of the Hymn Alleluia, alleluia, Give thanks to the risen Lord was Donald Emry 

Fishel born in 1950. He was brought up a Methodist, he turned to Roman Catholicism in 1969, 

and worked for the charismatic Roman Catholic ‘Word of God Community’ in Ann Arbor, 

Michigan, as publications editor of their Servant Music and as director of the parish orchestra, 

until 1981. 
 

In the years following the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965), Roman Catholic composers 

contributed many new songs for congregational use in a variety of musical styles. The song 

style of the 1960s and 1970s became very popular because of its fresh sound to parishioners of 

this era, and the singability of the tunes, especially for those unaccustomed to singing in the 

liturgy. 
 

Among the songs of this genre that has stood the test of time is “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give 

Thanks” because it is easily learned and memorized after one hearing.  
 

The text embraces Pauline theology and includes a creedal phrase from the early church, 

“Jesus is Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:3; Romans 10:9) in stanza one. Stanza two contains the spirit 

of Matthew 28 following the resurrection of Christ, “Spread the good news o’er all the earth.” 

Stanza three employs a baptismal reference from Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with 

Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith 

in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (NIV) The final stanza of the four 

included in the Hymnal is in an invitation to “praise the living Christ.” 

———————————————————— 
 

The Mass readings for today are: Acts of the Apostles 6: 8-15 & The Gospel of John 6: 22-29 
 

In the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles today we hear that “Stephen was filled with 

grace and power and began to work miracles and great signs among the people” As the reading 

develops Stephen is arrested. Events begin to unfold around him but Stephen remains faithful 

and has the courage to bear witness to Christ. You may want to read the Acts of the Apostles 6: 

1-7 that we could not have on Saturday because of St. Mark. It may provide you with some 

context of what is going on in today’s reading and the reading for tomorrow (Acts 7:51-8:1) 

More to follow tomorrow on St. Stephen… 

 ———————————————————— 
 

I wish you all a great Monday, sending my love, thoughts and prayers. 

Shaun 
 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 


