
 

Wednesday, 13th May 2020. 

Parish of Our Lady of the Annunciation - King’s Lynn 
The Catholic Rectory, 
North Everard Street,  

King’s Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 5HQ 
Tel : (01553) 772220    Email : parishpriest763@gmail.com 

www.catholicparish-kingslynn.org.uk 

Holy Family Church 
Field Lane, Gaywood,  

King’s Lynn. PE30 4AY 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 
London Road,  

King’s Lynn. PE30 5HQ 

Dear Friends, 
 

Another beautiful sunny morning, always lovely to awake to the birds singing.  
 

———————————————————— 
 

Today is Our Lady of Fatima, as Fr Gordon mentioned in his e-mail last evening.  
 

From: https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200513/today.htm 
 

Our Lady of Fátima 
 

This feast commemorates the visions of Our Lady seen near Fátima in Portugal in 1917 by 

three shepherd children, Lúcia dos Santos and her cousins Jacinta and Francisco Marto. The 

visions occurred on the 13th day of each month from May to October, and by October huge 

crowds were gathering at the site of the visions and reporting visions and miraculous              

occurrences themselves. 
 

Pope John Paul II was devoted to Our Lady of Fátima and attributed his survival of an              

assassin’s bullet on 13 May 1981 to her intervention. Jacinta and Francisco Marto, who died in 

the great Spanish Flu pandemic of 1919-20, were beatified on 13 May 2000. 
 

I think I have worked out correctly from the websites that Mass live 

from Fatima today can be watched at 9am from the following links: 
 

https://www.fatima.pt/en/pages/online-transmissions 
  

Or  
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOAjX8pc2fY1S5AqsXvZywg 

 

Further information on Our Lady of Fatima can be found on today’s 

Mass reading sheet with thanks to Joe Rodriguez for preparing them, 

which is attached plus can be found on the parish website. 

 
———————————————————— 

  

The Mass readings for today, for Easter Feria, Fifth week of Easter: 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 15:1-6 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 15:1-8 
 

From a Bible Commentary: 
 

John 15:1-2: Jesus presents the analogy of the vine. In the Old Testament the image of the vine 

indicated the people of Israel (Is 5:1-2). The people were like a vine that God planted with 

great tenderness on the hills of Palestine (Ps 80:9-12). But the vine does not correspond to 

what God expected. Instead of producing good grapes, it produces sour fruit which is good for 

nothing (Is 5:3-4). Jesus is the new vine, the true vine. In one phrase alone He gives us the 

comparison. He says, “I am the true vine and My Father is the vine dresser. Every branch in 
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Me that bears no fruit He cuts away, and every branch that does bear fruit He prunes to make 

it bear even more.” Pruning is painful but it is necessary. It purifies the vine, and thus it grows 

and bears more fruit. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

Live Stream of Mass from the Holy House at 4pm today. 
 

The YouTube link is: 
 

https://youtu.be/v0MqDrghLzw 
 

———————————————————— 
 

Telephone service 
 

I learnt yesterday that the The Diocese of Middlesbrough has launched what it believes is the 

country’s first Catholic Mass available to listen to directly by phone. 
 

The new Mass-by-Phone service, specifically provided for those without internet access,     

follows the success of online services introduced since churches were closed when the        

coronavirus lockdown began. You can find out more from these two links: 
 

https://middlesbrough-diocese.org.uk/diocese-launches-mass-by-phone-service/ 
 

https://catholicherald.co.uk/dial-a-mass-service-is-a-godsend-for-catholics-without-internet/ 
 

———————————————————— 
 

From Mary Pursglove: 
 

Are there any keen gardeners in the parish? I run a little garden club. We normally meet once 

a month. Many of the group are older people who live alone who have been struggling with 

lockdown. So I have set up a “ slugbusters “ page on Facebook and on WhatsApp. 
 

On Monday we do “ muddles and mysteries “ ( asking each other advice on gardening          

conundrums . 
 

On Tuesday we challenge ourselves to tackle “ tiresome tasks”  
 

On Wednesday we share whatever is particularly lovely in our gardens. 
 

Thursday “ tips and tricks” 
 

Friday “ fun and frolics “ usually amusing pictures or gardening anecdotes. 
 

If anyone would like to join us they need to be on Facebook or preferably WhatsApp . 
 

If interested do look up slugbusters on Facebook or WhatsApp. 
 

———————————————————— 

 

Wishing you a lovely day.  
 

God bless 
 

Shaun 

 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 
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Daily Mass Readings 
Wednesday of the 5th Week of Eastertide 

  

First reading - Acts 15:1-6 
  

They were to go up to Jerusalem and discuss the problem with the apostles and elders 
  

Some men came down from Judaea and taught the brothers, ‘Unless you have yourselves      

circumcised in the tradition of Moses you cannot be saved.’ This led to disagreement, and after 

Paul and Barnabas had had a long argument with these men it was arranged that Paul and     

Barnabas and others of the church should go up to Jerusalem and discuss the problem with the 

apostles and elders. 
  

All the members of the church saw them off, and as they passed through Phoenicia and         

Samaria they told how the pagans had been converted, and this news was received with the 

greatest satisfaction by the brothers. When they arrived in Jerusalem they were welcomed by 

the church and by the apostles and elders, and gave an account of all that God had done with 

them. 
  

But certain members of the Pharisees’ party who had become believers objected, insisting that 

the pagans should be circumcised and instructed to keep the Law of Moses. The apostles and 

elders met to look into the matter. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

  

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 121(122):1-5 
  

I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
  

I rejoiced when I heard them say: 

‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 

And now our feet are standing 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
 

Jerusalem is built as a city 

strongly compact. 

It is there that the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the Lord. 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
  

For Israel’s law it is, 

there to praise the Lord’s name. 

There were set the thrones of judgement 

of the house of David. 

I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
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 Gospel Acclamation 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 

I know my own sheep and my own know me. 

Alleluia! 

  

Gospel - John 15:1-8 
  

I am the vine, you are the branches 
  

Jesus said to his disciples: 

‘I am the true vine, 

and my Father is the vinedresser. 

Every branch in me that bears no fruit 

he cuts away, 

and every branch that does bear fruit 

he prunes to make it bear even more. 

You are pruned already, 

by means of the word that I have spoken to you. 

Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. 

As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, 

but must remain part of the vine, 

neither can you unless you remain in me. 

I am the vine, 

you are the branches. 

Whoever remains in me, with me in him, 

bears fruit in plenty; 

for cut off from me you can do nothing. 

Anyone who does not remain in me 

is like a branch that has been thrown away – he withers; 

these branches are collected and thrown on the fire, 

and they are burnt. 

If you remain in me 

and my words remain in you, 

you may ask what you will 

and you shall get it. 

It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit, 

and then you will be my disciples.’ 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

———————————————————— 

 

Feast Day of 
 

Our Lady of Fatima 
 

13th May 
 

(Optional during Eastertide) 

 

 



May 13 is the anniversary of the apparition of Our Lady to three shepherd children in the small 

village of Fatima in Portugal in 1917.  She appeared six times to Lucia, 9, and her cousins 

Francisco, 8, and his sister Jacinta, 6, between May 13, 1917 and October 13, 1917. 
 

The story of Fatima begins in 1916, when, against the backdrop of the First World War which 

had introduced Europe to the most horrific and powerful forms of warfare yet seen, and a year 

before the Communist revolution would plunge Russia and later Eastern Europe into six       

decades of oppression under militant atheistic governments, a resplendent figure appeared to 

the three children who were in the field tending the family sheep. “I am the Angel of Peace,” 

said the figure, who appeared to them two more times that year exhorting them to accept the 

sufferings that the Lord allowed them to undergo as an act of reparation for the sins which     

offend Him, and to pray constantly for the conversion of sinners. 
 

Then, on the 13th day of the month of Our Lady, May 1917, an apparition of ‘a woman all in 

white, more brilliant than the sun’ presented itself to the three children saying “Please don’t be 

afraid of me, I’m not going to harm you.” Lucia asked her where she came from and she       

responded,  “I come from Heaven.”  The woman wore a white mantle edged with gold and 

held a rosary in her hand. The woman asked them to pray and devote themselves to the Holy 

Trinity and to “say the Rosary every day, to bring peace to the world and an end to the war.” 
 

She also revealed that the children would suffer, especially from the unbelief of their friends 

and families, and that the two younger children, Francisco and Jacinta would be taken to 

Heaven very soon but Lucia would live longer in order to spread her message and devotion to 

the Immaculate Heart. 
 

In the last apparition the woman revealed her name in response to Lucia’s question:   “I am the 

Lady of the Rosary.” 
 

That same day, 70,000 people had turned out to witness the apparition, following a promise by 

the woman that she would show the people that the apparitions were true. They saw the sun 

make three circles and move around the sky in an incredible zigzag movement in a manner 



which left no doubt in their minds about the veracity of the apparitions.  By 1930 the Bishop 

had approved of the apparitions and they have been approved by the Church as authentic. 
 

The messages Our Lady imparted during the apparitions to the children concerned the violent 

trials that would afflict the world by means of war, starvation, and the persecution of the 

Church and the Holy Father in the twentieth century if the world did not make reparation for 

sins. She exhorted the Church to pray and offer sacrifices to God in order that peace may come 

upon the world, and that the trials may be averted. 
 

Our Lady of Fatima revealed three prophetic “secrets,” the first two of which were revealed 

earlier and refer to the vision of hell and the souls languishing there, the request for an ardent 

devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, the prediction of the Second World War, and finally 

the prediction of the immense damage that Russia would do to humanity by abandoning the 

Christian faith and embracing Communist totalitarianism.  The third “secret” was not revealed 

until the year 2000, and referred to the persecutions that humanity would undergo in the last 

century: “The good will be martyred; the Holy Father will have much to suffer; various nations 

will be annihilated'”.  The suffering of the popes of the 20th century has been interpreted to   

include the assassination attempt on Pope John Paul II in 1981, which took place on May 13, 

the 64th anniversary of the apparitions. The Holy Father attributed his escape from certain 

death to the intervention of Our Lady: “... it was a mother's hand that guided the bullet's path 

and in his throes the Pope halted at the threshold of death.” 
 

What is the central meaning of the message of Fatima? Nothing different from what the 

Church has always taught: it is, as Cardinal Ratzinger, now Pope Benedict the XVI,  has put it, 

“the exhortation to prayer as the path of “salvation for souls” and, likewise, the summons to 

penance and conversion.” 
 

Perhaps the most well known utterance of the apparition of Our Lady at Fatima was her        

confident decalaration that  “My Immaculate Heart will triumph”. Cardinal Ratzinger has      

interpreted this utterance as follows: “The Heart open to God, purified by contemplation of 

God, is stronger than guns and weapons of every kind. The fiat of Mary, the word of her heart, 

has changed the history of the world, because it brought the Saviour into the world—because, 

thanks to her Yes, God could become man in our world and remains so for all time. The Evil 

One has power in this world, as we see and experience continually; he has power because our 

freedom continually lets itself be led away from God. But since God himself took a human 

heart and has thus steered human freedom towards what is good, the freedom to choose evil no 

longer has the last word. From that time forth, the word that prevails is this: “In the world you 

will have tribulation, but take heart; I have overcome the world” (Jn 16:33). The message of 

Fatima invites us to trust in this promise. 

 

———————————————————— 

 
Our Lady of Fatima article extracted from 

The Catholic News Agency 

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint/our-lady-of-fatima-485  
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