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Mass Readings 

 

Monday of Week 15 in Ordinary Time 
 

First reading - Isaiah 1:10-17 
  

Take your wrongdoing out of my sight 
  

Hear the word of the Lord, 

you rulers of Sodom; 

listen to the command of our God, 

you people of Gomorrah. 
  

‘What are your endless sacrifices to me? 

says the Lord. 

I am sick of holocausts of rams 

and the fat of calves. 

The blood of bulls and of goats revolts me. 

When you come to present yourselves before me, 

who asked you to trample over my courts? 

Bring me your worthless offerings no more, 

the smoke of them fills me with disgust. 

New Moons, sabbaths, assemblies – 

I cannot endure festival and solemnity. 

Your New Moons and your pilgrimages 

I hate with all my soul. 

They lie heavy on me, 

I am tired of bearing them. 

When you stretch out your hands 

I turn my eyes away. 

You may multiply your prayers, 

I shall not listen. 

Your hands are covered with blood, 

wash, make yourselves clean. 
  

‘Take your wrong-doing out of my sight. 

Cease to do evil. 

Learn to do good, 

search for justice, 

help the oppressed, 

be just to the orphan, 

plead for the widow.’ 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

  

mailto:parishpriest763@gmail.com
http://www.catholicparish-kingslynn.org.uk


Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 49(50):8-9, 16-17, 21, 23 
  

I will show God’s salvation to the upright. 
  

‘I find no fault with your sacrifices, 

  your offerings are always before me. 

I do not ask more bullocks from your farms, 

  nor goats from among your herds. 

I will show God’s salvation to the upright. 
  

‘But how can you recite my commandments 

  and take my covenant on your lips, 

you who despise my law 

  and throw my words to the winds, 

I will show God’s salvation to the upright. 
  

‘You do this, and should I keep silence? 

  Do you think that I am like you? 

A sacrifice of thanksgiving honours me 

  and I will show God’s salvation to the upright.’ 

I will show God’s salvation to the upright. 

  

Gospel Acclamation 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open our heart, O Lord, 

to accept the words of your Son. 

Alleluia! 

  

Gospel - Matthew 10:34; 11:1 
  

It is not peace I have come to bring, but a sword 
  

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the 

earth: it is not peace I have come to bring, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against 

his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. A man’s 

enemies will be those of his own household. 
  

‘Anyone who prefers father or mother to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who prefers son or 

daughter to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who does not take his cross and follow in my 

footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone who finds his life will lose it; anyone who loses his life 

for my sake will find it. 
  

‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; and those who welcome me welcome the one who 

sent me. 
  

‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet will have a prophet’s reward; and anyone who welcomes a 

holy man will have a holy man’s reward. 
  

‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is a     

disciple, then I tell you solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward.’ 
  

When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples he moved on from there to teach and 

preach in their towns. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 



From the Office of Readings for 
Monday of Week 15 in Ordinary Time 

From <https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200713/readings.htm> 

  
First reading - 1Kings 18:16-40 
  

Elijah prevails over the priests of Baal 
  

Ahab then went to find Elijah. When he saw Elijah, Ahab said, ‘So there you are, you scourge 

of Israel!’ ‘Not I,’ he replied ‘I am not the scourge of Israel, you and your family are; because 

you have deserted the Lord and gone after the Baals. Now give orders for all Israel to gather 

round me on Mount Carmel, and also the four hundred prophets of Baal who eat at Jezebel’s 

table.’ 
  

Ahab called all Israel together and assembled the prophets on Mount Carmel. Elijah stepped 

out in front of all the people. ‘How long’ he said ‘do you mean to hobble first on one leg then 

on the other? If the Lord is God, follow him; if Baal, follow him.’ But the people never said a 

word. Elijah then said to them, ‘I, I alone, am left as a prophet of the Lord, while the prophets 

of Baal are four hundred and fifty. Let two bulls be given us; let them choose one for          

themselves, dismember it and lay it on the wood, but not set fire to it. I in my turn will prepare 

the other bull, but not set fire to it. You must call on the name of your god, and I shall call on 

the name of mine; the god who answers with fire, is God indeed.’ The people all answered, 

‘Agreed!’ Elijah then said to the prophets of Baal, ‘Choose one bull and begin, for there are 

more of you. Call on the name of your god but light no fire.’ They took the bull and prepared 

it, and from morning to midday they called on the name of Baal. ‘O Baal, answer us!’ they 

cried, but there was no voice, no answer, as they performed their hobbling dance round the  

altar they had made. Midday came, and Elijah mocked them. ‘Call louder,’ he said ‘for he is a 

god: he is preoccupied or he is busy, or he has gone on a journey; perhaps he is asleep and will 

wake up.’ So they shouted louder and gashed themselves, as their custom was, with swords 

and spears until the blood flowed down them. Midday passed, and they ranted on until the time 

the offering is presented; but there was no voice, no answer, no attention given to them. 
  

Then Elijah said to all the people, ‘Come closer to me’, and all the people came closer to him. 

He repaired the altar of the Lord which had been broken down. Elijah took twelve stones,    

corresponding to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord 

had come, ‘Israel shall be your name’, and built an altar in the name of the Lord. Round the 

altar he dug a trench of a size to hold two measures of seed. He then arranged the wood,       

dismembered the bull, and laid it on the wood. Then he said, ‘Fill four jars with water and pour 

it on the holocaust and on the wood’; this they did. He said, ‘Do it a second time’; they did it a 

second time. He said, ‘Do it a third time’; they did it a third time. The water flowed round the 

altar and the trench itself was full of water. At the time when the offering is presented, Elijah 

the prophet stepped forward. ‘O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel,’ he said ‘let them 

know today that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, that I have done all these 

things at your command. Answer me, O Lord, answer me, so that this people may know that 

you, the Lord, are God and are winning back their hearts.’ 
  

Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the holocaust and wood and licked up the water in 

the trench. When all the people saw this they fell on their faces. ‘The Lord is God,’ they cried 

‘the Lord is God.’ Elijah said, ‘Seize the prophets of Baal: do not let one of them escape.’ They 

seized them, and Elijah took them down to the wadi Kishon, and he slaughtered them there. 
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Responsory - 1 Kings 18:21; Matthew 6:24 
  

℟.   Elijah came near to all the people and said: How long will you go limping along with two       

    different opinions?* If the Lord is God, follow him. 
  

℣.    No-one can serve two masters. You cannot serve both God and money.* If the Lord is              

    God, follow him. 

  

Second reading - From the treatise "On the Mysteries" by St Ambrose, bishop 
  

We are born again through water and the Holy Spirit 
  

What did you see at the baptism? Water, certainly, but not water alone; you saw the deacons 

(like the Levites of old) exercising their ministry and the bishop (like the chief priest of old) 

asking questions and bestowing sanctification. 
  

The Apostle Paul taught you to look not at what is visible but at what is invisible; for visible 

things will pass away but the invisible things are eternal. As you read elsewhere: Since the 

creation of the world, the invisible attributes of God, his eternal power and his divinity are   

understood through the things that he has done. The Lord himself says: If you do not believe 

in me, believe in my works. So here, at baptism, believe that the Godhead is present. Can you 

believe that God is at work and yet deny that he is present? How can any work happen unless 

the one who performs it is already there? 
  

Consider how ancient this mystery is; for it is prefigured even in the origin of the world itself. 

In the very beginning, when God made the heaven and the earth, it is said: The Spirit moved 

upon the waters. He who was moving over the waters, was he not acting on them as well? You 

can recognise that he was working in that moment of creation, when you see how the prophet 

says: By the word of the Lord were the heavens made, and all their strength by the spirit of his 

mouth. There is as much support from the prophets for one thing as for the other. Moses says 

that the spirit of God was moving and David the psalmist testifies that he was working. 
  

Here is another piece of evidence. By its own iniquities all flesh was corrupted. And God 

says: My Spirit shall not remain among men, because they are flesh. This goes to show that 

carnal impurity and the pollution of grave sin turn away the grace of the Spirit. Since that had 

happened, God sought to repair his disfigured creation. He sent the flood and commanded    

Noah, the just man, to go up into the ark. As the waters of the flood were receding Noah sent 

first a raven (which did not return) and then a dove, which came back with an olive branch, as 

we read in the scriptures. And now you see the water, you see the wood, you see the dove, and 

you still doubt the mystery? 
  

The water is the water into which the flesh is dipped, to wash away all the sins of the flesh. 

And so is all sin buried. 
  

The wood is the wood on which the Lord Jesus was fastened when he suffered for us. 
  

The dove symbolizes the Holy Spirit’s taking on the form of a dove, as you have learnt from 

the New Testament: the Spirit who brings peace to your soul and calm to your troubled mind. 

  

Responsory 
  

℟.   I will pour out water on the thirsty soil, streams on the dry ground.* I will pour out my             

    spirit on your descendants and they shall grow like poplars by running streams. 
  

℣.   The water that I shall give will turn into a spring, welling up to eternal life.* I will pour 



out my spirit on your descendants and they shall grow like poplars by running streams. 

  

Let us Pray. 
  

God and Father, 

  to those who go astray 

  you reveal the light of your truth 

  and enable them to return to the right path. 

Grant that all who have received the grace of baptism 

  may strive to be worthy of their Christian calling 

  and reject everything opposed to it. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

  who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

  

Let us praise the Lord. 
  

- Thanks be to God. 
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