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Dear All 
 

As ever I hope and pray that this finds you well and with plenty to occupy you. 
 

In the secular calendar today, the third Sunday in 

June, is Fathers’ Day.  In Catholic tradition in     

Europe, Fathers’ day has roots that go back to the 

Middle Ages and the celebration of St Joseph’s 

Day on 19th March (Joseph, of course, being Our 

Lord’s adoptive Father).  The idea of separately 

dedicating a day to honour fatherhood can be 

traced back to the early 16th century, but the modern tradition of the third Sunday of June was 

founded in the United States in 1910, and only really took a grip in the UK after the Second 

World War.  So to all the Dads in our Parish, Happy Fathers’ Day! 

 

As I said at the end of Mass this morning, it has been an utter delight 

during this past week to see a good number of you  returning to 

Church for the times of private prayer.  Your clergy are very aware 

that for some of you coming back into your Church has proved very 

emotional.  But that is natural.  Our churches are the places where not 

only do we practice our faith and come to Mass week by week, day 

by day, to encounter the Lord in his word and in the sacraments. They 

are also the places where many of you came to be married, the place 

where many of you have brought your children to be baptised, and the 

place where many have said their last goodbye to deceased relatives 

and friends.  On the days when it was not raining it has been good to 

“hang around” outside to welcome people and catch up on people’s 

news.  I know that both Fr Peter and I are longing for the day when we can say to you “Come 

to Mass”. 

 

Do remember that during these times of private prayer both Fr Peter and I are happy to hear 

confessions – just come and indicate to one of us that you would like our priestly attention. 

The permanent confessionals in both churches are not suitable for use in the current conditions 

but for now we can make use of the Wrigglesworth Room at Our Lady’s or the Narthex at     

Holy Family.  A reminder of the times – each for an hour (deliberately designed to shadow our 

normal Parish timetable as much as possible): 
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•   Sunday     –   4.00pm at the Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation. 

•   Monday    –   12.00 noon at the Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation. 

•   Tuesday    –   12.45pm, Sacred Space, Queen Elizabeth Hospital. 

                  (Hospital staff / patients only)(30 mins) 

•   Wednesday  –   7.00pm at the Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation.  

•   Thursday   –   9.30am at Holy Family Church. 

•   Friday      –   12.00 noon at the Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation. 

•   Saturday    –   10.00am at Holy Family Church. 
 

Please note that at some point in the near future there may be short notice venue changes.  We 

are hoping the installation of our new live-streaming system in Our Lady’s will happen very 

soon and we will have to give the workmen exclusive use of the building so they can observe 

their safe practices for working at this time.  Any changes of venue will be notified by e-mail 

as soon as we become aware of them. 
 

Via these keeping in touch communications I have previously, from time to time, encouraged 

you to (if you can) support both local charities and CAFOD’s overseas work during this      

pandemic.  I spoke about this in my homily this morning (copy attached) so today might once 

again be a good day to once again offer you some quick links.  As I said to conclude my      

homily - even if you can only afford £1, that is a whole day’s money in normal times for       

millions of people in this world. 
 

King’s Lynn foodbank:  https://kingslynn.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/ 

Purfleet Trust:          http://www.purfleettrust.org.uk/donate/ 

CAFOD:              https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Coronavirus-appeal 
 

This past week or so the rain has excused me from allotment watering duties, and last night’s / 

this mornings rain means I am excused again this evening.  But looking at the weather        

forecast, watering duties will be a daily task for the next couple of weeks.  Looking ahead in a 

different way, at the calendar in our Diocesan book, we have a glut of Feast days coming 

up.  Ss. John Fisher and Thomas More, John the Baptist’s birthday, the dedication of our      

Cathedral, and Ss. Peter and Paul all await us in the next 7 days.  I have a particular affection 

for John the Baptist as the church in which I was brought up, and 

where I was confirmed (as an Anglican) and first served the Altar 

was dedicated to him.   He is very unusual of course – he gets 

two Feast Days in the Calendar – his birthday this week and his 

beheading on 29th August.  I recall that when I was a teenager, a 

new Priest in Charge was to be installed on the feast of John the 

Baptist’s birthday.  All the invitations told visiting clergy to bring 

red stoles.  Red stoles would be correct for August 29th, the     

commemoration of his beheading, but his birthday is celebrated 

in white!  Oops – I don’t know who, but somebody must have 

had a very red face!! 
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Homily : 

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

21st June 2020 

13th Sunday since public worship ceased in the pandemic 
 

Today is the first Sunday of Ordinary Time since we began our journey through Lent and  

Easter for this year.  The green vestments of Ordinary Time were last worn on a Sunday on 

23rd February.  Then it did feel like Ordinary Time – we were all getting on with the               

ordinariness of each of our lives.  Parish life followed its familiar rhythm with daily Masses, 

often followed by an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist then visiting somebody at home 

to provide them with Holy Communion,  and the Knights, the Catenians, the SVP, the Elders, 

the first Holy Communion classes, the Confirmation classes, the prayer groups all took their 

place within that rhythm.  Little did we realise that less than 4 weeks later public worship 

would cease and almost all other parish activities would grind to a shuddering halt. 
 

So today is not a return to Ordinary Time as we knew it before.  Ordinary Time of the 

Church’s year returns in a new way.  It feels much more that we continue in extraordinary 

time, on this 13th Sunday since public worship ceased.  In that extraordinary time we have    

discovered and learned much.  New words like “furloughed” and “social distancing” and new 

ways of practicing our faith, not least live-streaming! 
 

And how these opening words of today’s Gospel reading seem to speak to us in a new way 

about these days in which we find ourselves living!  “Do not be afraid.  For everything that is 

now covered will be uncovered and everything hidden will be made clear.” 
 

As our “new normal” emerges, we hear these words as if they were spoken for us today.  The 

real context in which they were originally set is that Jesus has chosen his 12 disciples and he is 

preparing them to be sent out on their mission.  Their mission is to go out and proclaim the 

good news of Jesus Christ.  Their going out after this pep talk from Jesus is the first steps in 

the teaching of the Christian faith resulting in there being 2.3 billion Christians in the world 

today, about a third of the global population, and the biggest single faith.  Within these          

2.3 billion Christians, we Catholics number about 1.3 billion, making us the biggest single 

faith group on the planet.  The proclamation of the Christian faith was to change the world    

beyond recognition – it brought about a new normal never previously envisaged. Don’t forget 

that it would be another 700 years before any vestige of the Islamic faith would begin to 

emerge. 
 

And it all started with the 12 disciples being sent out, with the instruction to not be afraid as 

they set out into an unknown world with many dangers armed with nothing but a faith in Jesus 

Christ and what he had taught them about himself.  They were told to take no money with 

them, no bags and no spare tunics or sandals.  They were to trust that in God’s providence they 

would be provided with what they needed. 
 

Today, for many people around the globe, trusting in God’s providence is all that people have 

left to them in the wake of Covid 19.  In the developed world it is bad enough as governments 
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print money and many anticipate a future in reduced circumstances and wonder how they will 

afford to live or what their chances of finding work again might be.  But in the developing 

world, even in the old normal nearly half the world’s population – 3 billion people - lived on 

less than £2 a day, and of these more than 1 billion lived on less than a pound a day.  The 

storm of Covid 19 leaves many of them with nothing.  Nothing at all except what others might 

offer them in charity.  They have no money, no bag, no spare tunic or sandals.  And remember 

that even in the old normal many of them had no access to clean water to drink and no decent 

sanitation for the bodily functions that every human being has to perform. 
 

The new normal is a world in which pretty well every nation will find itself impoverished and 

in recession, many with citizens who had nothing much before and even less now.  The new 

normal finds millions and millions of people reliant on others, just as the 12 disciples went out 

on their mission dependant on others. 
 

As we contemplate that reality of the emerging “new normal” around the globe, I will          

conclude with some Papal teaching from Pope John 23rd’s 1963 encyclical “Pacem in            

Terris” (Peace on earth): 

“Human society will be well-ordered, beneficial and in keeping with human dignity if the      

citizens, guided by justice, apply themselves seriously to respecting the rights of others and 

discharging their own duties; if they are moved by such fervour of charity as to make their own 

the needs of others and share with others their own goods.” 
 

One last word from me.  If in your quest to be charitable, and to share with others from your 

own very scarce goods, you can only find a pound – that’s a whole day’s money for millions 

and millions of people. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

Subject: This morning's Mass live stream - links 
  

We are sorry that the broadband connection for this morning’s live stream dropped out.       

Fortunately all that was lost was the first reading and the beginning of the responsorial 

psalm.  The links to the two parts on YouTube are below. 
  

Part 1 – Mass as far as the collect:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VUVW6RYfBx8&feature=youtu.be 
  

Part 2 – part way through the responsorial psalm to the end :  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQJaWRNsJtk  
 

I will be in touch again during the week.  Meantime take care of yourselves and those you live 

with. 
 

May Our Lady pray for you, and may God bless you. 
 

Fr Gordon 
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