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With apologies - technical hitch with attachments this morning.  

On Tuesday, 26 May 2020, 06:45:34 BST, Shaun H J Morrison <shaunmorrison1975@btinternet.com> wrote:  
 

Dear Friends, 
 

I hope you are well.  
 

Today we keep the memorial of St. Philip Neri, Priest.  
 

From https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200526/today.htm 
 

Saint Philip Neri (1515 - 1595) 
 

He was born in Florence in 1515. At the age of eighteen he went to Rome, and earned his     

living as a tutor. He undertook much-needed charitable work among the young men of the city, 

and started a brotherhood to help the sick poor and pilgrims. 
 

He was advised that he could do more good as a priest, and was ordained in 1551. He built an 

oratory over the church of San Girolamo, where he invented services, consisting of spiritual 

readings and hymns, which were the origin of the oratorio (tradition is a good thing; but          

innovation also has its place). He continued to serve the young men of Rome, rich and poor 

alike, with religious discussions and by organising charitable enterprises. He had a particular 

care for the young students at the English College in Rome, studying for a missionary life and 

probable martyrdom in England. 
 

He inspired other clergy to emulate him, and formed them into the Congregation of the        

Oratory. Oratorian foundations still flourish in many countries today. He died in Rome in 

1595. 
 

St Philip Neri was an enemy of solemnity and conventionality. When some of his more     

pompous penitents made their confession to him (he was famous as a confessor) he imposed 

salutary and deflating penances on them, such as walking through the streets of Rome carrying 

his cat (he was very fond of cats). When a novice showed signs of excessive seriousness,   

Philip stood on his head in front of him, to make him laugh. When people looked up to him 

too much, he did something ridiculous so that they should not respect someone who was no 

wiser – and no less sinful – than they were. In every case there was an excellent point to his 

pranks: to combat pride, or melancholy, or hero-worship. 
 

Laughter is not much heard in churches: perhaps that is to be expected... but outside church, 

Christians should laugh more than anyone else – laugh from sheer joy, that God bothered to 

make us, and that he continues to love us despite the idiots we are. Everyone is a sinner, but 

Christians are sinners redeemed – an undeserved rescue that we make even less deserved by 

everything we do. It is too serious a matter to be serious about: all we can reasonably do is    

rejoice. 
 

Very many of the saints, not just St Philip, have an abiding terror of being looked up to. For 

they know their imperfections better than anyone else, and being revered by other people is 

doubly bad. It is bad for the others, who should be revering God instead, and for themselves,          
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because they might be tempted to believe their own image and      

believe themselves to be worthy. 
 

We are not saints yet, but we, too, should beware. Uprightness and 

virtue do have their rewards, in self-respect and in respect from   

others, and it is easy to find ourselves aiming for the result rather 

than the cause. Let us aim for joy, rather than respectability. Let us 

make fools of ourselves from time to time, and thus see ourselves, 

for a moment, as the all-wise God sees us. 

 
———————————————————— 

 

Attached for you are the Mass readings for today.  
 

The readings for Tuesday 7th week of Easter are: 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 20: 17-27 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 17:1-11 
 

(You will recognise that today’s Gospel is the Gospel that we also heard on Sunday)  
 

Reflection on today’s Gospel from: 
 

https://www.sacredspace.ie/scripture/john-171-11 
 

Jesus speaks from the depths of his heart. He tells us of the Father’s love for him and his love 

for his Father, who is the heart and core of his very being. The Father’s love continues to be 

with him right to the end, even to the Cross, to the point of giving his all, his life. 
 

“This is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 

have sent”. All our life we struggle to know him, through words and parables, and through the 

world which he has entrusted to us. At no stage can we say that we understand God. Saint     

Augustine wrote: “Understanding is the reward of faith. Therefore do not seek to understand in 

order to believe, but believe that you may understand”. My human mission is to seek God 

through every means, and to remain a God-seeker until the day when he reveals himself to me 

face to face. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

It is day five for the Pentecost Novena. And the novena from the Catholic Bishops Conference 

of England and Wales can be listened to by clicking into the following link: 
 

Pentecost Novena - DAY FIVE by Catholic Church 
 

———————————————————— 
 

My love, thoughts and prayers, 
 

God bless, 
 

Shaun 
 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 
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