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Wednesday, 11th November 2020 

———————————————————— 

 

Dear Friends, Good morning to you. 
I hope you are well. 
 

We pause and remember on Armistice Day all  those killed in the two world wars and the Brit-
ish servicemen killed or injured since 1945. 
 

From the Royal British Legion website: 
 

At the eleventh hour on the eleventh day of the eleventh month – we will remember them. 
 

The Armistice, an agreement to end the fighting of the First World War as a prelude to peace 
negotiations, began at 11am on 11 November 1918. 
 

Armistice is Latin for to stand (still) arms. 
 

To this day we mark Armistice Day around the United Kingdom with a Two Minute Silence at 
11am on the 11th day of the 11th month. 
 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance/about-remembrance/armistice-day 
 

———————————————————— 

 

Today is the memorial of St Martin of Tours, Bishop.  
He was born in the Roman province of Pannonia (approximating to the western half of modern 
Hungary) in about 316 and was educated at Pavia in Italy. He was baptized, left the army and 
after spending some time as a hermit on an island off the Ligurian coast, founded a monastery 
at Ligugé in western France, where he lived a monastic life guided by St Hilary. Later he was 
ordained priest and became bishop of Tours. In his actions he gave an example of what a good 
shepherd should be. He founded other monasteries, educated the clergy, and preached the Gos-
pel to the poor. He died in 397. 
 

 The famous story about St Martin is that while a soldier in Amiens he gave half of his military 
cloak to a beggar and later had a dream in which the beggar revealed himself as Christ. 
 

(Source: https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20201111/today.htm) 
 

———————————————————— 

 

The second reading for the office of readings for today is a reading from the letters of          
Sulpicius Severus, where Sulpicius writes about St Martin of Tours: 
 

Martin knew long in advance the time of his death and he told his brethren that it was near. 
Meanwhile, he found himself obliged to make a visitation of the parish of Candes. The clergy 
of that church were quarrelling, and he wished to reconcile them. Although he knew that his 
days on earth were few, he did not refuse to undertake the journey for such a purpose, for he 
believed that he would bring his virtuous life to a good end if by his efforts peace was restored 
in the church. 
 

He spent some time in Candes, or rather in its church, where he stayed. Peace was restored, 
and he was planning to return to his monastery when suddenly he began to lose his strength. 
He summoned his brethren and told them he was dying. All who heard this were overcome 
with grief. In their sorrow they cried to him with one voice: “Father, why are you deserting us? 
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Who will care for us when you are gone? Savage wolves will attack your flock, and who will 
save us from their bite when our shepherd is struck down? We know you long to be with 
Christ, but your reward is certain and will not be any less for being delayed. You will do better 
to show pity for us, rather than forsake us.” 
 

Thereupon he broke into tears, for he was a man in whom the compassion of our Lord was 
continually revealed. Turning to our Lord, he made this reply to their pleading: “Lord, if your 
people still need me, I am ready for the task; your will be done.” 
 

Here was a man words cannot describe. Death could not defeat him nor toil dismay him. He 
was quite without a preference of his own; he neither feared to die nor refused to live. With 
eyes and hands always raised to heaven he never withdrew his unconquered spirit from prayer. 
It happened that some priests who had gathered at his bedside suggested that he should give 
his poor body some relief by lying on his other side. He answered: “Allow me, brothers, to 
look towards heaven rather than at the earth, so that my spirit may set on the right course when 
the time comes for me to go on my journey to the Lord.” As he spoke these words, he saw the 
devil standing near. “Why do you stand there, you bloodthirsty brute?” he cried. “Murderer, 
you will not have me for your prey. Abraham is welcoming me into his embrace.” 
 

With these words, he gave up his spirit to heaven. Filled with joy, Martin was welcomed by 
Abraham. Thus he left this life a poor and lowly man and entered heaven rich in God’s favour. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

There is a video about St Martin of Tour by Catholic online on YouTube.  
The link to this is https://youtu.be/rtpApoFt55U 

 

———————————————————— 

 

Some information about the author of the Second Reading in today's Office of Readings: 
 

Sulpicius Severus (c. 363 - c.425) 
Sulpicius Severus was a Christian writer of the early fifth century. He came from a noble     
family in the province of Aquitaine (now part of France) and was a respected lawyer.          
Widowed early, and coming under the influence of St Martin of Tours, he devoted his wealth 
to the poor. He became a priest but nothing is known of his priestly activity. He wrote a    
chronicle of sacred history from the beginning of the world to his own time – omitting, out of 
respect, the events narrated more fittingly in the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles. He also 
wrote a Life of St Martin, and an extract from this is used in the Liturgy of the Hours. 
 

———————————————————— 

 

Our Grapevine editor Lotte would like to bring out a Christmas edition of the Grapevine and 
would  appreciate contributions asap. Please send contributions to lotte.gab@gmail.com 
 

———————————————————— 
 

Details of parish website: 

http://www.catholicparish-kingslynn.org.uk/ 
 

And the link to our YouTube channel- Our Lady’s King’s Lynn TV which is: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8V030I7usRZiKoTlrwBAKg 
 

———————————————————— 

 

With my love, thoughts and prayers, 
 

Shaun 
 
Deacon Shaun Morrison 
07880 600094 
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