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Good morning, 
 

Sending my love, thoughts and prayers to you on this beautiful Friday morning.  
 

Over the past few days I have been trying to finalise two essays on Canon Law which I have 

found interesting, and it has been fascinating reading the New Commentary on the Code of 

Canon Law and looking at various internet searches on the subject. The two essays titles are: 
 

1-‘Discuss the canonical aspects of the treatment of the dead’ 
 

2-‘With examples, outline some of the ways in which consent in marriage may be defective’ 
 

I have to submit the essays today which I should do this morning because Allen Hall seminary 

is holding  a Spiritual Conference at lunchtime via microsoft teams  and then I have to change 

mode and Zoom into a team meeting. 
 

A busy day ahead, so I am now enjoying a nice cuppa! 
 

———————————————————— 
 

Today is the optional memorial of Pope St Paul VI (1897-1978) 

From: https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200529/today.htm 
 

Giovanni Battista Montini was born on 26 September 1897 in the 

village of Concesio, in the province of Brescia, Lombardy. He was 

ordained priest on 29 May 1920 and worked in the Roman Curia, 

the Vatican civil service, until he was made Archbishop of Milan in 

1954. He was elected Pope on 21 June 1963, successfully saw the 

Vatican Council through to its completion, promoted the renewal 

of the Church’s life and especially of the liturgy. He also promoted 

ecumenical dialogue and the proclamation of the Gospel to the 

modern world. He died on 6 August 1978. 
 

He was canonized by Pope Francis in 2018. 
 

In a reflection from 5 August 1963, one and a half months after his election to the See of Peter, 

Paul VI wrote: “I must return to the beginning: relationship with Christ... that must be the 

source of the most sincere humility: ‘leave me, for I am a sinful man...’; be it in availability:   

‘I will make you fishers...’; be it in the symbiosis of will and grace: ‘for me to live is 

Christ...’”. Love for Christ and love for his Church. With good reason he could write in       

Pensiero alla morte: «I pray that the Lord will give me the grace to make of my approaching 

death a gift of love to the Church. I can say that I have always loved her and I feel that I have 

lived my life for her and for nothing else”. 
 

When the Holy Spirit chose him as the Successor of Saint Peter, someone already taken by the 
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figure and apostolic activity of Saint Paul, he did not spare his energies in the service of the 

Gospel of Christ, of the Church and of humanity, seen in the light of the divine plan of         

salvation. As his teachings show he was a defender of human life, peace and true human       

progress. He wanted the Church, inspired by the Council and implementing its normative   

principles, to rediscover ever more her identity, overcoming the divisions of the past and by 

being ever more attentive to the new age. He wanted the Church of Christ to place the           

centrality of God and the preaching of the Gospel in the first place, even when she spends    

herself in the service of the brothers and sisters, in order to build that “civilisation of love”    

begun by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 
 

In Notes for my Last Will and Testament, Paul VI wrote: «No monument for me». Even if a 

monument was erected in the Duomo of Milan in October 1989, the true monument to Saint 

Paul VI is the one built by his witness, his works, his apostolic journeys, his ecumenism, his 

work on the revised Vulgate, in the Liturgical renewal and his many teachings and examples 

by which he showed forth the face of Christ, the mission of the Church, the vocation of        

contemporary humanity and reconciling Christian thought with the requirements of the        

difficult moment in which he, with much suffering, had to guide the Church. 
 

The Catholic Herald reported on 7th February 2019: 
 

‘The Vatican announced Wednesday that Pope St Paul VI’s feast day will be celebrated          

annually on May 29 as an optional memorial. The date of the memorial, May 29, is significant 

as the ordination anniversary of Paul VI — then Giovanni Battista Montini — to the             

priesthood in 1920. Just four years later, Montini began his service to the Holy See, serving 

both Pope Pius XI and Pius XII. He was made Archbishop of Milan and then a cardinal before 

being elected pope in 1963’ 
 

The full article can be read at: 
 

St Paul VI’s feast to be celebrated on May 29 - Catholic Herald 
 

———————————————————— 
 

The readings for Friday 7th week of Easter are: 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 25:13-21 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 21:15-19 
 

Reflection on today’s Gospel from: 
 

https://www.sacredspace.ie/scripture/john-2115-19-0 
 

Do you love me?’ Peter is asked this question; I am asked this question too. Do I see the            

goodness in me that Jesus sees? 
 

As Peter stands before Jesus it is reasonable to presume that he is all too aware of his failure 

to stand by and with his beloved master during the Passion. And Jesus focuses on his capacity 

to love, not on his failure. He does not admonish him for his betrayals. Because he loves, Peter 

is reinstated, and given a great responsibility to care for the early Christian community. 
 

Is this an issue for me, focusing on my failures and unwilling or unable to accept that the Lord 

loves me as I am? 
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It is day eight or the Pentecost Novena. And the novena from the Catholic Bishops Conference 

of England and Wales can be listened to by clicking into the following link: 
 

Pentecost Novena - DAY EIGHT by Catholic Church 
 

———————————————————— 
 

A reminder that the parish office can be accessed safely via a glass screen. The office will be 

open on Monday and Friday from 10am – 12 noon giving the opportunity to hand in Mass    

Intentions or get Mass cards signed or to arrange for candles to be lit or any other matters.     

Social distancing will be practised and there are hand-washing facilities. Just come to the    

Rectory front door in North Everard Street. If you wish to speak with one of the priests at any 

other time please ring for an appointment (01553 772220) 
 

———————————————————— 
 

God bless, 
 

Shaun 

 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 

https://soundcloud.com/catholicchurch/pentecost-novena-day-eight
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Daily Mass Readings 
Friday of the 7th Week of Eastertide 

  

First reading - Acts 25:13-21 
  

'I ordered Paul to be remanded until I could send him to Caesar' 
  

King Agrippa and Bernice arrived in Caesarea and paid their respects to Festus. Their visit 

lasted several days, and Festus put Paul’s case before the king. ‘There is a man here’ he said 

‘whom Felix left behind in custody, and while I was in Jerusalem the chief priests and elders 

of the Jews laid information against him, demanding his condemnation. But I told them that 

Romans are not in the habit of surrendering any man, until the accused confronts his accusers 

and is given an opportunity to defend himself against the charge. So they came here with me, 

and I wasted no time but took my seat on the tribunal the very next day and had the man 

brought in. When confronted with him, his accusers did not charge him with any of the crimes 

I had expected; but they had some argument or other with him about their own religion and 

about a dead man called Jesus whom Paul alleged to be alive. Not feeling qualified to deal 

with questions of this sort, I asked him if he would be willing to go to Jerusalem to be tried 

there on this issue. But Paul put in an appeal for his case to be reserved for the judgement of 

the august emperor, so I ordered him to be remanded until I could send him to Caesar.’ 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
  

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 102(103):1-2, 11-12, 19-20. 
  

The Lord has set his sway in heaven. 
 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

all my being, bless his holy name. 

My soul, give thanks to the Lord 

and never forget all his blessings. 

The Lord has set his sway in heaven. 
 

For as the heavens are high above the earth 

so strong is his love for those who fear him. 

As far as the east is from the west 

so far does he remove our sins. 

The Lord has set his sway in heaven. 
 

The Lord has set his sway in heaven 

and his kingdom is ruling over all. 

Give thanks to the Lord, all his angels, 

mighty in power, fulfilling his word. 

The Lord has set his sway in heaven. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Holy Spirit will teach you everything 

and remind you of all I have said to you. 

Alleluia! 

  

Gospel - John 21:15-19 
  

Feed my lambs, feed my sheep 
  

Jesus showed himself to his disciples, and after they had eaten he said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon 

son of John, do you love me more than these others do?’ He answered, ‘Yes Lord, you know I 

love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of 

John, do you love me?’ He replied, ‘Yes, Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Look 

after my sheep.’ Then he said to him a third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter 

was upset that he asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ and said, ‘Lord, you know eve-

rything; you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. 

‘I tell you most solemnly, 

when you were young 

you put on your own belt 

and walked where you liked; 

but when you grow old 

you will stretch out your hands, 

and somebody else will put a belt round you 

and take you where you would rather not go.’ 

In these words he indicated the kind of death by which Peter would give glory to God. After 

this he said, ‘Follow me.’ 
  

Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

————————————————————— 

 
 

St. Paul VI 
 

Pope 
 

 

————————————————————— 

 

 



St. Paul VI 
 

St. Paul VI, original name Giovanni Battista Montini, 

(born September 26, 1897, Concesio, near Brescia,      

Italy—died August 6, 1978, Castel Gandolfo; beatified 

October 19, 2014; canonized October 14, 2018; feast day 

September 26), Italian pope (reigned 1963–78) during a 

period including most of the Second Vatican             

Council (1962–65) and the immediate post-conciliar era, 

in which he issued directives and guidance to a            

changing Roman Catholic Church. His pontificate was 

confronted with the problems and uncertainties of a 

church facing a new role in the contemporary world. 

 

Early Life And Career 
 

The son of a middle-class lawyer—who was also a     

journalist and local political figure—and of a mother     

belonging to the same social background, Montini was in 

his early years educated mainly at home because of frail 

health. Later he studied in Brescia. Ordained a priest on 

May 29, 1920, he was sent by his bishop to Rome for higher studies and was eventually        

recruited for the Vatican diplomatic service. His first assignment, in May 1923, was to the staff 

of the apostolic nunciature (papal ambassador’s post) in Warsaw, but persistent ill health 

brought him back to Rome before the end of that same year. He then pursued special studies at 

the Ecclesiastical Academy, the training school for future Vatican diplomats, and at the same 

time resumed work at the Vatican Secretariat of State, where he remained in posts of             

increasing importance for more than 30 years. 
 

In 1939 Montini was appointed papal undersecretary of state and later, in 1944, acting               

secretary for ordinary (or nondiplomatic) affairs. He declined an invitation to be elevated to 

the Sacred College of Cardinals in 1953. In the beginning of November 1954, Pope Pius 

XII appointed him archbishop of Milan, and Pope John XXIII named him a cardinal in 1958. 
 

He was elected pope on June 21, 1963, choosing to be known as Paul VI. 

 

Vatican II and Paul VI’s Pontificate 
 

The Montini pontificate began in the period following the difficult first session of the Second 

Vatican Council, in which the new pope had played an important, though not spectacular, part. 

His lengthy association with university students in the stormy atmosphere of the early days of 

the fascist regime in Italy, in combination with the generally philosophical bent of his mind - 

developed by a long-standing habit of extensive and reflective reading - enabled him to bring 

to the perplexing problems of the times an academic understanding, coupled with the 

knowledge derived from long years of practical diplomatic experience. Paul VI guided the 

three remaining sessions of the Second Vatican Council, often developing points he had first 

espoused as cardinal archbishop of Milan. His chief concern was that the Roman Catholic 

Church in the 20th century should be a faithful witness to the tradition of the past, except when 

tradition was obviously anachronistic. 
 

Upon the completion of the council (December 8, 1965), Paul VI was confronted with 

the formidable task of implementing its decisions, which affected practically every facet of 

 

Pope St Paul VI 
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church life. He approached this task with a sense of the difficulty involved in making changes 

in centuries-old structures and practices—changes rendered necessary by many rapid          

transformations in the social, psychological, and political milieu of the 20th century. Paul VI’s          

approach was consistently one of careful assessment of each concrete situation, with a sharp 

awareness of the many varied complications that he believed could not be ignored. 
 

This prevalently philosophical attitude was often construed by his critics as timidity,                 

indecision, and uncertainty. Nonetheless, many of Paul VI’s decisions in these crucial years 

called for courage. In July 1968 he published his encyclical Humanae vitae (“Of Human 

Life”), which reaffirmed the stand of several of his predecessors on the long-smouldering      

controversy over artificial means of birth control, which he opposed. In many sectors this      

encyclical provoked adverse reactions that may be described as the most violent attacks on 

the authority of papal teaching in modern times. Similarly, his firm stand on the retention 

of priestly celibacy (Sacerdotalis caelibatus, June 1967) evoked much harsh criticism. Paul VI 

later likened the large numbers of priests leaving the ministry to a “crown of thorns.” He also 

was disturbed by the growing numbers of religious men and women asking for release from 

vows or who were abandoning out of hand their religious vows. 
 

From the very outset of his years as pope, Paul VI gave clear evidence of the importance he 

attached to the study and the solution of social problems and to their impact on world peace. 

Social questions had already been prominent in his far-reaching pastoral program in Milan 

(1954–63). During those years he had traveled extensively in the Americas and in Africa,     

centring his attention mainly on concern for workers and for the poor. Such problems          

dominated his first encyclical letter, Ecclesiam suam (“His Church”), August 6, 1964, and later 

became the insistent theme of his celebrated Populorum progressio (“Progress of the           

Peoples”), March 26, 1967. This encyclical was such a pointed plea for social justice that in 

some conservative circles the pope was accused of Marxism. 

 

Apostolic Journeys 
 

In an address to the council fathers at the end of the first session of the Second Vatican      

Council, Cardinal Montini formulated a question that may be called the theme of his pastoral 

service as pontiff: “Church of Christ, what say you of yourself?” In an effort to answer this 

fundamental question, Paul VI undertook a series of apostolic journeys that were unparalleled 

occasions for a pope to set foot on every continent. His first journey was a pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land (January 1964), highlighted by his historic meeting with the Greek                 

Orthodox patriarch of Constantinople, Athenagoras, in Jerusalem. At the end of that same year, 

he went to India, becoming the first pope to visit Asia. The following year (October 4, 1965), 

in the first visit by a pope to the United States, he delivered a moving plea for peace at a      

special session of the General Assembly of the United Nations in New York City and 

said mass at Yankee Stadium. In 1967 he undertook short visits to Fátima (Portugal) and 

to Istanbul and Ephesus (Turkey), a journey that had special ecumenical significance: a second 

meeting with Athenagoras in the patriarch’s own episcopal city (Constantinople). 

In August 1968 the pope went to Bogotá, Colombia, and he appeared before the International 

Labour Organization and the World Council of Churches in Geneva in June 1969. The            

following month he was in Uganda, East Africa. In the autumn of 1970 he undertook the     

longest papal journey in modern history up to that time: 10 days spent in visits 

to Tehrān, Pakistan, the Philippines, Western Samoa (now Samoa), Australia, Indonesia, Hong 

Kong, and Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), each stop bringing Paul VI into personal contact with    

different peoples of the world. His arrival in Manila almost ended in tragedy: within minutes 

of his descent from the plane, an attempt was made on his life but with no serious injury. 
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The themes treated by Paul VI on these trips were basically the same: world peace,                

social justice, world hunger, illiteracy, brotherhood under God, and international cooperation. 

 

Social And Ecumenical Interests 
 

On January 6, 1971, in the Clementine Hall in the Vatican, Paul VI conferred the Pope John 

XXIII Peace Prize on the Albanian-born Mother Teresa, who had spent most of her life in        

India, where she had founded a special religious congregation of women dedicated to the     

alleviation of the countless ills of the poorest classes in the country. Paul VI declared on this 

occasion that the award was intended to centre attention on how even a humble individual 

without means can further world peace without fanfare, simply by proving in day-to-day       

action that “every man is my brother.” Here, as in other instances, Paul’s aim was to confront 

the world at large with the inescapable problems of justice and peace while at the same time 

proving conclusively that even these apparently insoluble problems can and must be settled 

with realistic courage and individual perseverance. 
 

Paul VI’s human concern found further expression in his efforts to lessen the long-standing 

tensions between the church of Rome and other churches and even with those professing 

no religion at all. He sought out closer understanding with numerous religious leaders     

throughout the world, both Christian and non-Christian, placing more emphasis on those       

aspects that unite the churches than on those that divide. To show that mutual acquaintance is 

at the very foundation of any plans or hopes for unity, Pope Paul met with prominent religious 

leaders from various communities in Great Britain, the United States, and the Soviet Union as 

well as other countries. Paul VI also set up a special secretariat for nonbelievers, stressing the 

need of understanding and endeavouring to solve the problems posed by atheism. 
 

Under his guidance the Roman Catholic Church drastically revised its legislation                  

governing marriages between its own members and those who profess other faiths, expressing 

a firm desire to diminish the threat of human tragedy following possible clashes of                 

individual consciences. For this reason Paul VI’s motu proprio (a type of papal document) was 

welcomed and praised for its understanding of human problems and its desire to find a          

satisfactory solution to the problem of mixed marriages without demanding of either side any 

renunciation of basic principles of conscience. 
 

In the rise of modern ecumenism, Paul VI saw excellent opportunities to encourage world 

brotherhood, which, he hoped, might further efforts for human well-being in the pursuit of 

happiness in unity of faith in God. On May 15, 1971, commemorating the 80th anniversary of 

Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical Rerum novarum on the reform of the social order, Pope Paul issued 

a forceful apostolic letter, Octogesima adveniens, with particular insistence on the necessity of 

involvement of all human beings in the solution of the problems of justice and peace. In 2012 

Pope Benedict XVI declared that Paul had lived “a life of heroic virtue.” Two years later he 

was beatified by Benedict’s successor, Francis. He was canonized by Pope Francis in October 

2018. 
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