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The readings for the memorial 
  

First reading - Isaiah 61:1-3 
  

He has sent me to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord 
  

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, 

for the Lord has anointed me. 

He has sent me to bring good news to the poor, 

to bind up hearts that are broken; 

to proclaim liberty to captives, 

freedom to those in prison; 

to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord, 

a day of vengeance for our God, 

to comfort all those who mourn and to give them 

for ashes a garland; 

for mourning robe the oil of gladness, 

for despondency, praise. 
  

The word of the Lord. 

  

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 88(89):2-5, 21-22,25, 27 
  

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord. 
  

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; 

  through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth. 

Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever, 

  that your truth is firmly established as the heavens. 

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord. 
  

‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

  I have sworn to David my servant: 

I will establish your dynasty for ever 

  and set up your throne through all ages. 

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord. 
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‘I have found David my servant 

  and with my holy oil anointed him. 

My hand shall always be with him 

  and my arm shall make him strong. 

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord. 
  

‘My truth and my love shall be with him; 

  by my name his might shall be exalted. 

He will say to me: “You are my father, 

  my God, the rock who saves me.”’ 

I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord. 

  

Gospel Acclamation 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Lord has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, 

to proclaim liberty to captives. 

Alleluia! 

  

Gospel - Luke 10:1-9 
  

Your peace will rest on that man 
  

The Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them out ahead of him, in pairs, to all the 

towns and places he himself was to visit. He said to them, ‘The harvest is rich but the            

labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the harvest to send labourers to his harvest. Start off now, 

but remember, I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Carry no purse, no haversack, 

no sandals. Salute no one on the road. Whatever house you go into, let your first words be, 

“Peace to this house!” And if a man of peace lives there, your peace will go and rest on him;    

if not, it will come back to you. Stay in the same house, taking what food and drink they have 

to offer, for the labourer deserves his wages; do not move from house to house. Whenever you 

go into a town where they make you welcome, eat what is set before you. Cure those in it who 

are sick, and say, “The kingdom of God is very near to you.”’ 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
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The readings for the feria 

 

First reading - 1 Kings 19:19-21 
  

Elisha leaves the plough to follow Elijah 
  

Leaving Mount Horeb, Elijah came on Elisha son of Shaphat as he was ploughing behind 

twelve yoke of oxen, he himself being with the twelfth. Elijah passed near to him and threw 

his cloak over him. Elisha left his oxen and ran after Elijah. ‘Let me kiss my father and       

mother, then I will follow you’ he said. Elijah answered, ‘Go, go back; for have I done          

anything to you?’ Elisha turned away, took the pair of oxen and slaughtered them. He used the 

plough for cooking the oxen, then gave to his men, who ate. He then rose, and followed Elijah 

and became his servant. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

  

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 15(16):1-2, 5, 7-10 
  

You are my inheritance, O Lord. 
  

Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you. 

  I say to the Lord: ‘You are my God.’ 

O Lord, it is you who are my portion and cup; 

  it is you yourself who are my prize. 

You are my inheritance, O Lord. 
  

I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel, 

  who even at night directs my heart. 

I keep the Lord ever in my sight: 

  since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. 

You are my inheritance, O Lord. 
  

And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; 

  even my body shall rest in safety. 

For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 

  nor let your beloved know decay. 

You are my inheritance, O Lord. 

  

Gospel Acclamation 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Open my eyes, O Lord, that I may consider 

the wonders of your law. 

Alleluia! 



Gospel - Matthew 5:33-37 
  

Do not swear: say 'Yes' if you mean Yes, 'No' if you mean No 
  

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not 

break your oath, but must fulfil your oaths to the Lord. But I say this to you: do not swear at 

all, either by heaven, since that is God’s throne; or by the earth, since that is his footstool; or 

by Jerusalem, since that is the city of the great king. Do not swear by your own head either, 

since you cannot turn a single hair white or black. All you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes, 

“No” if you mean no; anything more than this comes from the evil one.’ 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

———————————————————— 
  

St. Anthony of Padua 
PORTUGUESE FRIAR 

  

Alternative Titles: 

Fernando Martins de Bulhões, Saint Antony of Padua, 

Sant’Antonio da Padova. 
  

St. Anthony of Padua, Anthony also spelled Antony,      

Italian Sant’Antonio da Padova, original name Fernando 

Martins de Bulhões.  
 

Born 1195, Lisbon, Portugal — died June 13, 1231,           

Arcella, Verona (now in Italy); canonized 1232; feast day 

June 13. 
 

Franciscan friar, doctor of the church, and patron of the 

poor.  
 

Padua and Portugal claim him as their patron saint, and he is invoked for the return of lost 

property. 
  

Anthony was born into a wealthy family and was raised in the church. He joined the             

Augustinian canons in 1210 and probably became a priest.  
 

In 1220 he joined the Franciscan order, hoping to preach to the Saracens (Muslims) and be 

martyred. On his way to Morocco, he became seriously ill and was forced to return home. 

However, his ship back to Portugal was blown off course and eventually landed in Sicily.  
 

Because of his continuing poor health, he was not allowed to pursue his missionary work 

among the Saracens. Instead, he taught theology at Bologna, Italy, and at Montpellier,         

Toulouse, and Puy-en-Velay in southern France, winning great admiration as a preacher.           
 

He died en route to Padua, Italy, where he is buried. 
  

Anthony was the most celebrated of St. Francis of Assisi’s followers and had the reputation of 

a miracle worker. On January 16, 1946, Pope Pius XII declared him a doctor of the church. In 

art he is shown with a book, a heart, a flame, a lily, or the child Jesus. Among his authentic 

writings are sermons for Sundays and feast days, published at Padua in three volumes in 1979. 

 

St. Anthony of Padua, statue in Italy. 
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