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Update 
 

Dear All 

 

We are very sorry that we lost our broadband connection this morning during the Bishop’s 

pastoral letter.  In fact we think we lost the connection 4 or 5 times.  However we did manage 

to regain a steady connection during the offertory. 

 

Before we provide a link there is some behind the scenes work to be done.   

 

A link to Mass from the offertory onwards will be sent out later this afternoon. 

 

I now know that all it takes to make me happy is a steady blue light on a BT broadband       

router!! 

 

Fr Gordon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr Gordon Adam 
Assistant Priest, King’s Lynn Catholic Parish,  

and 

Pastor, Walsingham Ordinariate Group. 
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Dear All 
 

The first part of today’s Mass can be found at  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tnzjbAFgJGw .   
 

One parishioner who phoned me up today commented “The Bishop arrived and see what     
happened!” 
 

From the offertory onwards can be found at https://youtu.be/1_YM5Jb3Y78.  In between the 
router was picking up and then dropping out time after time.  We don’t think the problem is 
one we can do anything about.  Rather we suspect that broadband networks are operating at 
maximum capacity and suffering occasional  service breaks.  I have had occasional problems 
on BT internet at home.     
 

The bits you missed: 
Bishop Alan’s Pastoral Letter is attached. 
The Prayer of the Faithful is also attached (as composed by Deacon John) 
 

Having turned a page in my diary to this week, I see it is going to be a week with quite a lot of 
“Should have been…..” days.  At the time I am composing this e-mail, I should have been in 
the Dowry House in Walsingham with the Walsingham Ordinariate Group.  On Friday, the       
early May Bank Holiday having been moved to that day for the VE Day 75th anniversary      
celebrations, many of us should have been going to Walsingham for the Diocesan                  
Pilgrimage.  And on Saturday our Confirmation candidates should have been taking part in the 
Ignite Festival at Swaffham.  At the end of Morning Prayer live streamed from Walsingham 
this morning the Rector told us it should have been the first of the two major Tamil               
pilgrimages today – and as many of you know, the Tamil pilgrimages are HUGE! 
 

But the news is now offering us some clues about “light at the end of the tunnel”  So let us 
keep strong in hope, and look forward confidently to what we pray will be a safe gradual      
return to some sort of normality, even though it will probably be a different “normal” for a 
least some time. 
 

Broadband permitting, there will be Low Mass followed by adoration, Vespers and                   
Benediction from the Holy House at 4.00pm on Wednesday.   
 

May Our Lady pray for you and may God bless you 
 

Fr Gordon 

Fr Gordon Adam 
Assistant Priest, King’s Lynn Catholic Parish,  

and 

Pastor, Walsingham Ordinariate Group. 
 

38 Windsor Road 

King’s Lynn 

Norfolk PE30 5PL 
 

Tel. 01553 777428       Mob. 07721 020334 
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 PASTORAL LETTER  
of  

BISHOP ALAN HOPES  
for the  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
2020  

 

This Letter is to be read at all Masses that are live streamed in the Diocese during the    

weekend May 2/3. Please assure that the Letter is also made available on the parish website.  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

Today is commonly known as Good Shepherd Sunday because in today’s Gospel, Jesus claims 

to be the Good Shepherd who looks after his sheep.  
 

How important it is for us to remember this truth! Our God is not the clockmaker god of the 

post-Enlightenment philosophers who winds up the world and then leaves it to its own            

devices. Nor is he the capricious despot of the ancient Greek and Roman gods. Nor is he some 

impersonal force of nature that directs this universe to no apparent end. No, he is a             

shepherd - someone who sees us and cares personally about us, someone who guides us with 

an unfailing hand, if we are willing to follow Him.  
 

Today we pray particularly for vocations to the priesthood – for those who will become images 

of the Good Shepherd for us in our parishes. We pray for men who will be willing to look after 

the flock of God, not for their own gain, nor for their own convenience, but selflessly, with the 

love of the Master himself.  
 

That is a tall order! That is why we need to pray for our priests, for those in formation for the 

priesthood, for those who are discerning a call to be a priest, those who are afraid to follow the 

call, those who have not yet heard the call which is already in their heart. Our prayer is            

essential!  
 

It is also important for us to actively encourage anyone who is showing the signs and the gifts 

that are needed for today’s priests.  
 

John Vianney, a saintly French Parish Priest who lived two hundred years ago, preached these 

words:  

A good shepherd, a pastor after God’s own heart, is the greatest treasure which the good Lord 

can grant a parish, and one of the most precious gifts of divine mercy.  
 

The priest is a precious gift for the People of God. It is the priest who is the Lord’s instrument, 

in bringing about His Presence in the Eucharist. It is the priest who brings the Lord’s loving 

mercy and forgiveness into the messes we make of our lives. It is the priest who helps us find 

purpose and meaning and direction in our lives as they guide us in God’s teachings. It is the 

priest who cares for us as at all the special moments of our lives and who shares in all our joys 

and sorrows.  



As your Bishop I am concerned about the future of our Diocese of East Anglia. Those priests 

who now serve in our parishes have given up their whole lives in faithful service of God’s 

people, many of them above and beyond the years expected of them. Pray for them at this 

challenging time. Know that every day in this lockdown they offer the Holy Mass and the 

Prayer of the Church for each one of the Parish community and for all whose lives have been 

affected by the pandemic, and for all those who have died. And as we pray for them, we pray 

today that future generations of Catholics may also be served and loved and guided by true 

shepherds.  
 

On this Good Shepherd Sunday, we also remind ourselves of the women and men who serve 

the Church through their Religious Orders and Congregations. We are blessed in our Diocese. 

We have a contemplative community who offers its life in prayer and worship on behalf of the 

whole world. We also have active communities who lovingly serve God through a variety of 

gifts. Pray for them in thanksgiving and pray that they may continue to be blessed with         

vocations.  
 

Finally, as St John Henry Newman reminds us, each of us has been called into being by God to 

carry out a specific service. Through our Baptism we are all members of the Body of Christ, 

whatever our state in life – and we are called to serve God and one another. That is our       

Baptismal vocation. We must pray for the ability to abandon our own plans, our own safe        

calculations and to learn to ask the Lord:  

What are your plans, and calculations for me, what do you desire for me and my life?  
 

We should be ready with a generous and open heart to respond to whatever God replies.  

May the Lord grant us more vocations both for the priesthood and the religious life. May he 

help us all to discover how we might strengthen the witness and the service of the Church in 

the world.  
 

May the Risen Christ continue to fill you with hope and peace in these uncertain days. And 

may the Holy Spirit of Pentecost renew and strengthen us all in the Lord’s service and in the 

service of one another.  

 

With all good wishes and prayers for you to stay safe and well,  

Yours devotedly in Christ,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Right Revd Alan S Hopes  

Bishop of East Anglia  

 

 



Prayers of Intercession for the 4
th

 Sunday of Easter – Year A 

 
Presider Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we focus on the great hope of our Risen 

Lord and ask our Father in Heaven to show us His generous love as we 

pray: 

 
Reader for all who follow Christ the good shepherd, that in keeping our eyes fixed 

on Him we may be inspired to break down barriers, to forgive and to be 

reconciled, through the healing force of accepting God’s love. 

 Lord in your mercy ….. 

 
Reader for an increase in vocations to the priesthood, the diaconate, to religious 

life and to lay ministry.  We pray especially for those men of our diocese 

who are currently in formation and for those who are to be ordained to the 

priesthood and diaconate at some time this year. 

  Lord in your mercy ….. 

 
Reader for the millions who suffer daily from illnesses throughout the world, that 

our resources will continue to tackle disease and provide on-going health 

care, clean water and nutrition even as we search for a cure for Covid-19. 

We pray for all who care and provide for them. 

 
Reader for all families in our Parish, for their hopes and sorrows, for those affect-

ed by illness – especially Covid-19.  We pray that God’s love will sustain 

all of us at this time. We give thanks for the Church’s ongoing support dur-

ing current difficulties. 

 Lord in your mercy ….. 

 
Reader for those who have died recently and for their family and friends who have 

been unable to attend the funeral of a loved one. We remember those 

whose anniversaries of death occur at this time and for those whom we 

hold in our hearts. 

Lord in your mercy ….. 

 
Reader In the quiet of our hearts, wherever we are at this moment, we pray for our 

own intentions. 

 Lord in your mercy ….. 

 
Reader Let us ask Mary to pray with us and for us as together we say …… 

 
Presider Father, we bring You our cares and concerns and ask You to hear these 

our prayers through Christ Our Lord. 


