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Field Lane, Gaywood,  
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 W/c Sunday 5th January 2020 

2nd Week of Christmas 

Year A - Psalter Week 2 

————— 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

Our Lady and St Peter Aldeburgh 

——————————————————— 

Saturday 4th January 
Vigil Mass at 6.00pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : People of the Parish 

——————————————————— 

Sunday 5th January 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

Mass at 9.30am 

Holy Family Church 

Intentions : Tony Luckett RIP 

————— 

Mass at 11.30am 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : Fr Gerry Langley RIP 

————— 

Solemn Vespers and Benediction at 4.00pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

——————————————————— 

Monday 6th January 
Christmas Feria 

Mass at 12.00 noon 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : Bernard Smith 

——————————————————— 

Tuesday 7th January  
Christmas Feria 

Mass at 4.30pm 

Queen Elizabeth Hospital 

Intentions : Holy Souls 

——————————————————— 

Wednesday 8th January  
Christmas Feria 

Mass at 7.00pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : Eliza Anderson RIP 

——————————————————— 

Thursday 9th January  
Christmas Feria  

Mass at 8.00am (Note Time Change) 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : Holy Souls 

——————————————————— 

Friday 10th January  
Christmas Feria 

Mass at 12.00 noon 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : Molly Bayfield’s Intentions 

——————————————————— 

Saturday 11th January  
Christmas Feria 

Mass at 10.00am 

Holy Family Church 

Intentions : Joan Walker & family 

W/c Sunday 12th January 2020 

1st Week of the Year 

Year A - Psalter Week 1 

————— 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

St Benet’s Minster, Beccles  

——————————————————— 

Saturday 11th January 
Vigil Mass at 6.00pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : Elizabeth Fairclough RIP 

——————————————————— 

Sunday 12th January 
The Baptisim of the Lord 

Mass & Baptism at 9.30am 

Holy Family Church 

Intentions : People of the Parish 

————— 

Mass at 11.30am 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : May Appleby 

————— 

Vespers and Benediction at 4.00pm 

Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

——————————————————— 

THURSDAY MASS 
Please note the change of time and place on 

Thursday morning. This is because all the clergy 

of the diocese have to attend a training day on 

Safeguarding at the Bishop’s House. 

——————————————————— 

THE PRECIOUS BLOOD 
There were three instances of the Precious 

Blood being spilled at Holy Family over       

Christmas. This is very serious. Jesus Christ is 

present, Body Blood, Soul and Divinity in the 

Blessed Sacrament under either kind and we 

must take great care to receive reverently. If 

anyone spills the Precious Blood they ought to 

make Reparation by spending some time in 

adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. 

——————————————————— 

FAIR TRADE STALL 
The usual monthly stall selling fairly-traded 

goods will be available after the 9.30am Mass at 

Holy Family next Sunday. Contact Caroline 

Brooks to order anything in particular. 

——————————————————— 

COLLECTION 
£991.03 

——————————————————— 

THANK YOU 
To all those who helped to prepare our        

Christmas celebrations: those who cleaned and 

decorated the churches, those who erected the 

cribs and the Christmas trees, our Sacristans, 

Organists, Altarservers, Eucharistic Ministers, 

Readers and Doorkeepers.  

Thank you, too, from all the clergy, for your 

greetings good wishes and gifts.  

Thank you for the generous Christmas Offering. 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 Nina Grudikiene    Cerys Quinlan 

 Valeria Bottone    Joe Sinnott 

 Bridget Howlett    Sergejus Bernotas 

 Patrick Ryan      Frederick Bacham 

——————————————————— 

PARISH SICK LIST 
 Anne Lindley     Caroline Glazebrook 

 Helen Martin      Susan Young,  

 Maria DeRosa     Renee Thomas  

 Helen Seaman     Stuart McPherson.  

 Stephanie McAllister  Mark Griffiths.  

 Eileen Griffiths     Beryl Green 

 John Green       Ann Hemming.  

 Debbie Roper     Catherine Carp 

——————————————————— 

GLAD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY 
Through the great generosity of a benefactor  

the parish has purchased 96, London Road (next 

door to Walsingham House) It will be known as 

St Joseph’s House and hopefully will be home 

to a community who will serve the poor in our 

parish. Meanwhile there is a great deal of work 

to be done to bring it to a habitable condition so 

there will be a need for volunteer work in     

addition to the professional services and we will 

have to re-activate the Restoration Appeal Fund. 

Watch this space! 

——————————————————— 

E. A. C. H. 
EAST ANGLIA’S CHILDREN’S HOPICES      

Thank you to the parishioners who contributed 

to EACH instead of sending Christmas cards. 

£360 has been sent to this very worthwhile   

charity, helping sick children and their families. 

A list is on the notice board in both churches.   

Pat Carney 

——————————————————— 

PRAYER GROUPS 
Prayer Group - Tuesday 7th January  

All welcome to join us to prayer for our        

families , our parish community and our world.   

Mothers’ Prayers and the Prayer Group meet at 

Holy Family Church on Tuesdays at 7. 30pm  

——————————————————— 

NEWSLETTER 
Please note that items for newsletter must be 

received by noon on the proceeding Wednesday 

(All items subject to edit by Fr Peter) 

ronaldglazebrook@btinternet.com 
 

Items can only be received in standard  

WORD format so to fit the newsletter format.  

Poster type / line spaced will be returned. 

If you send an item by email it is subject to edit. 

I also send a receipt for it. 

Thank You - Ron 
——————————————————— 
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Among your Christmas cards,            
assuming you are still displaying them 
at home, is sure to be at least one      
celebrating the Epiphany. Three       
gorgeously attired, exotically crowned 
men, romping across the outback on 
camels perhaps? Perhaps a vast         
procession overwhelming the holy   
family, with three men presenting a 
precocious baby Jesus with precious 
gifts? Far more colourful than those 
poor drab shepherds who abandoned 
their flocks that we heard about on 
Christmas night, however romantically 
sanitised those shepherds may have 
become in our imagination. 
 

But listen to the story Matthew tells us. 
Three gifts – yes, but no mention of 
how many givers. Camels – no mention 
of them, but the magi had to get to   
Jerusalem somehow. Kings – Herod is 
the king, the gift-bearers are “wise 
men”. Stars halting over the place 
where Jesus was – some very odd     
astronomy here. 
  

Let’s start with the star. Astronomers 
and commentators have endlessly     
debated the star of Bethlehem. Was it a 
supernova, a comet, a triple              
conjunction of the planets or the 
memory of all three jumbled together, 
or something else? We don’t know. 
What Matthew does tell us is that some 
arcane astrologers recognised the birth 
of a child of great significance. Their 
stellar wisdom points to Jesus as being 
born as the king of the Jews. That same 
title which will later be hammered into 
the throne of Jesus, the cross at         
Calvary. 
  

The magi were non-Jewish astrologers, 
in an ancient world where astrology 
was taken very seriously, where          
astronomy was the handmaid of       
astrology, and where horoscopes were 
widely credited. Magi were thought to 
have special knowledge, including 
medical skills. They were perceived as 
“wise men” and were valued by kings. 
At least some were magicians and cast 
spells. Magi inspired awe and respect. 
For faithful Jews and Christians, then 
and now, magi ranked along with     
necromancers, mediums, magicians 
card-readers and fortune-tellers, they 
were absolutely never to be trusted or 
consulted by the faithful. Yet despite 
this total and consistent rejection, these 

magi recorded by Matthew were indeed 
wise men. These pagan, yet wise and 
learned seers come from the mysterious 
east to worship the new-born king. All 
knowledge leads to the incarnation. It 
is later Christian imagination that has 
turned the magi into kings, helped by 
Matthew’s allusions to Psalm 72, just 
as allusions to Isaiah helped later     
convention specify that the magi used 
camels rather than horses, to the delight 
of renaissance painters. 
  

Matthew tells us of the magis’ three 
gifts, gold, frankincense and myrrh, so 
we naturally think of three gift-bearers. 
More importantly, the gifts. From at 
least the time of St. Irenaeus in the late 
second century, Christian interpretation 
has been clear. Gold symbolising that 
Jesus is a king; frankincense that he is 
to be worshipped as God; and myrrh 
showing that Jesus will die. All this 
astrology/astonomy shows Jesus truly 
is born a king. Death though is not far 
away. Herod’s anxious enquiries 
amongst the wise men of Jerusalem 
about where Jesus was born, is          
motivated by the same Herod’s desire 
to kill baby Jesus off as a potential    
political rival. The myrrh will come in 
handy, but not yet. When Jesus does 
mount his throne at Calvary,             

reconciling heaven and earth, the myrrh 
will soon be needed to anoint his dead 
body. That reconciling throne of grace 
which is Calvary reveals Jesus is God, 
as symbolised by the frankincense, 
frankincense being an upmarket form 
of incense apparently! 
  

As a final aside, St.Irenaeus also tells 
us that one magi was old with white 
hair, full of the wisdom of years.      
Another was handsome and beardless, 
with the enthusiasm of youth. The third 
magi was middle aged, a resolute man 
of action. Christian artists have         
frequently followed this age differenti-
ation in their work, but it was not until 
about 1400 that they illustrated another 
comment of St.Irenaeus, that one magi 
was dark-skinned, an artistic             
convention that oddly developed in 
northern rather than southern Europe. 
The magi in their differences pick up 
the breath of humanity. These days we 
might expect the story to include a wise 
woman or two, until we realise that 
Mary, the Mother of God, who         
pondered all these things in heart, was 
that wise woman, the Throne of        
Wisdom. 
  

Epiphany is the revelation, that baby 
Jesus is truly God, truly human, and 
will die for us. 
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Epiphany's Revelation 
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

Fr Peter Harries looks into the details of the Epiphany account, and considers what is revealed by this event. 

Readings : Isaiah 60:1-6  |  Ephesians 3:2-3. 5-6  |  Matthew 2:1-12 
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