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Good morning, 
 

Today is the Feast of St Matthias, Apostle 
 

From the Divine Office: 
 

He was chosen by the apostles to take the place of Judas so that he may be a witness of the   

resurrection of the Lord. The story of how he was numbered with the other apostles is found in 

the Acts of the Apostles (1:15-26) 
 

Attached for you is the second reading from the Office of the Readings from the homilies of  

St John Chrysostom. (Plus the Mass readings for today) 
 

From  https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200514/today.htm 
 

He was not one of the Twelve; but after the treachery and death of Judas Iscariot, someone was 

needed to take his place. Two candidates were selected, and lots were drawn to see which of 

them should be made one of the Twelve: the choice fell on Matthias. Nothing is known for   

certain about his subsequent history. 
 

Drawing lots to select a candidate for an office sounds strange to us, but it was a recognised 

Jewish custom: for example, the priest who was to enter the Temple sanctuary and burn           

incense there was not chosen by some rota but by lot. Random events, independent of any     

obvious natural or human cause, were seen as a direct expression of God’s will. Drawing lots 

was not a substitute for human decision – human beings had chosen Matthias as a candidate, 

human beings decided which priests were eligible on which days – but a way of putting the   

final choice into the hands of God. 
 

When we attain some high or responsible position, we may be 

tempted to congratulate ourselves on being the best candidate for 

the job. We would do well to remember that we have got there     

because of the people we have met and the things we have found 

ourselves doing, and, more fundamentally, because of the gifts and 

talents that God has given us. These things are essentially random: 

like Matthias, we have been chosen by lot. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

The Cathedral of St. John the Baptist, Norwich  

http://www.sjbcathedral.org.uk/ 

Mass streamed live at 10am each day.  

 You tube link is: 

https://youtu.be/H3G2DP6gueE 

———————————————————— 
 

A reminder about the live stream of Mass at 7pm this evening: 
  

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/our-work/health-social-care/coronavirus-guidelines/masses-

for-the-sick-and-their-families-nhs-front-line-workers-and-those-working-in-social-care/   
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The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales recognise that this time of the COVID-19        

pandemic is affecting every person in our countries. Those who are sick, and their families, are 

suffering many hardships of isolation from contact with those they love. 
 

Our front-line workers in hospitals and in care homes all over our lands are giving exceptional 

service to those who are vulnerable at this time. 
 

In order to show a spiritual solidarity with all those who are involved in the ways described 

above, each week on a Thursday, a Catholic Bishop will celebrate Mass in their Cathedral 

which will be live-streamed for people to join. 
 

This will take place every Thursday at 7pm. 
 

The Mass this evening will be celebrated by Bishop Robert Byrne CO at St Mary’s         

Cathedral. 
 

https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.uk/ 
  

You tube link to the Cathedral: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC12EvW0Eqg-cFTh5i2y_EQw 
  

The Diocese of Hexham & Newcastle are holding a Diocesan Day of Prayer today - Attached 

is the Programme of Events. 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/index.php  
 

Some information on Bishop Robert Byrne for you: 

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/bishop_rb/bishop.php 
 

On Monday 4 February 2019, Pope Francis announced that Bishop Byrne would serve as the 

fourteenth Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle succeeding the Rt. Rev. Séamus Cunningham. 
 

His Episcopal Installation was celebrated by the Most Rev. Malcolm McMahon, Archbishop of 

Liverpool on Monday 25 March 2019, the Feast of the Annunciation, at the Cathedral Church 

of St. Mary's in Newcastle upon Tyne. 
 

Born in Manchester in September 1956, Bishop Byrne entered Birmingham Oratory in 1980 

and was ordained to the priesthood in January 1985. 
 

In 1990, he was part of a group from Birmingham who moved to    

St. Aloysius parish, Oxford, to found what was to become the         

Oxford Oratory in 1993. He served as Provost from 1993-2011. 
 

In 2012, Bishop Byrne was appointed Secretary to the Bishops’     

Conference Department of   Dialogue and Unity having served as a 

prison chaplain for over 35 years. 
 

Bishop Byrne was Ordained an Auxiliary Bishop for the                

Archdiocese of Birmingham in St. Chad's Cathedral on Tuesday     

13 May 2014. 
 

With thanks to Shelia and Maureen here is a photo 

of  Verity. What a lovely photo!  

I wish you a lovely day.  Love, thoughts and prayers, 

Shaun 
 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 

 

The Rt. Rev. Robert Bryne 
Bishop of Hexham & Newcastle 
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Second Reading 

A homily of St John Chrysostom on the Acts of the Apostles 
  

Make known to us, Lord, the one you choose 
  

In those days, Peter, stood up in the midst of the disciples and said…. As the fiery spirit to 

whom the flock was entrusted by Christ and as the leader in the band of the apostles, Peter     

always took the initiative in speaking: My brothers, we must choose from among our number. 

He left the decision to the whole body, at once augmenting the honour of those elected and 

avoiding any suspicion of partiality. For such great occasions can easily lead to trouble. Did 

not Peter then have the right to make the choice himself? Certainly he had the right, but he did 

not want to give the appearance of showing special favour to anyone. Besides he was not yet 

endowed with the Spirit. And they nominated two, we read, Joseph, who was called Barsabbas 

and surnamed Justus, and Matthias. He himself did not nominate them; all present did. But it 

was he who brought the issue forward, pointing out that it was not his own idea but had been 

suggested to him by a scriptural prophecy. So he was speaking not as a teacher but as an         

interpreter. 
  

So, he goes on, we must choose from those men who lived in our company. Notice how        

insistent he is that they should be eyewitnesses. Even though the Spirit would come to ratify 

the choice, Peter regards this prior qualification as most important.    
 

Those who lived in our company, he continued, all through the time when the Lord Jesus came 

and went among us. He refers to those who had dwelt with Jesus, not just those who had been 

his disciples. For of course from the very beginning many had followed him. Notice how it is 

written that Peter himself was one of the two who had listened to John, and followed Jesus. All 

through the time when the Lord Jesus came and went among us, beginning with the baptism of 

John – rightly so, because no one knew what had happened before that time, although they 

were to know of it later through the Spirit. 
  

Up to the day, Peter added, on which he was taken up from us – one of these must be made a 

witness along with us of his resurrection. He did not say “a witness of the rest of his actions” 

but only a witness of the resurrection. That witness would be more believable who could       

declare that he who ate and drank and was crucified also rose from the dead. He needed to be a 

witness not of the times before or after that event, and not of the signs and wonders, but only 

of the resurrection itself. For the rest happened by general admission, openly; but the              

resurrection took place secretly, and was known to these men only. 
  

And they all prayed together, saying: You, Lord, know the hearts of men; make your choice 

known to us. “You,” not “we.” Appropriately they said that he knew the hearts of men,         

because the choice was to be made by him, not by others. 
  

They spoke with such confidence, because someone had to be appointed. They did not say 

“choose” but make known to us the chosen one; the one you choose, they said, fully aware that 

everything was pre-ordained by God. They then drew lots. For they did not think themselves 

worthy to make the choice of their own accord, and therefore they wanted some sign for their 

instruction. 

  



Responsory 
 

℟.  Lord, you can read everyone’s heart: * show us whom you have chosen to take over the          

   ministry and apostolate, alleluia. 
 

℣.  Then they drew lots. The name chosen was that of Matthias, and he was added to the group          

   of the eleven apostles; * show us whom you have chosen to take over the ministry and            

   apostolate, alleluia. 
 

———————————————————— 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Diocesan Day of Prayer - Programme of Events:  
Links to our stream will follow in due course. 

  

10.00am - Morning Prayer:  

The ‘Divine Office’ is a beautiful and ancient traditional prayer for the whole people of God to 

say together. Live streamed from St. Mary’s Cathedral Newcastle at  

https://bit.ly/StMarysCathedral  
 

11.00am - Lectio Divina:  

Lectio Divina is a way of praying with Scriptures. The Word becomes a lens so that people can 

find the presence of God more readily in daily life. Canon Chris Jackson leads us in Lectio 

Divina.  
 

12.00pm - Holy Mass:  

Join together as a Diocesan family with the clergy of St. Mary's Cathedral as they celebrate 

Holy Mass on our day of prayer. Live streamed from St. Mary’s Cathedral Newcastle at 

https://bit.ly/StMarysCathedral 
  

1.00pm - Intercessory Prayer:  

An opportunity to join our hearts and minds with others and together pray for those in need. 

Submit your prayers prior to the session via  

https://bit.ly/SYPDOP  
 

2.00pm - Children leading prayers:  

St. Cuthbert’s RC primary school North Shields and St. Matthews RC primary school Prudhoe 

will lead us in prayer  
 

3.00pm - Visio Divina:  

This form of prayer is linked to Lectio Divina but instead of reading the Word of God, images 

are used to allow God to speak to us in a deeper way. Exclusive to our Diocese is the Visio 

Divina produced by Sr. Michael, Sister of Mercy, Sunderland.  
 

4.00pm - Love chooses you!:  

This time of prayer, led by our Youth Ministry Team, will support you to examine how God is 

with you, choosing you, in this time’  



5.00pm - Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament:  

Here we place ourselves before Christ in this beautiful, intimate way, knowing that Christ       

remains present. Live streamed from St. Mary’s Cathedral Newcastle at  

https://bit.ly/StMarysCathedral  
 

6.00pm - The Rosary:  

Meditating on the great mysteries of our faith, we pray for Mary’s intercession for all those    

affected by this pandemic. Live streamed from St. Mary’s Cathedral Newcastle at  

https://bit.ly/StMarysCathedral  
 

7.00pm - Holy Mass:  

In this Holy Mass, we are invited to join Bishop Byrne in praying for the sick and their       

families, and all who in the NHS and other services give themselves tirelessly for the sake of 

the communities which they serve. Live streamed from St. Mary’s Cathedral Newcastle at  

https://bit.ly/StMarysCathedral  

 

Further information including liturgical and prayer resources will be made available on the  

Diocesan website in the near future at  

http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/index.php.  
 

———————————————————— 

 


