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Keeping in touch with Fr. Gordon Adam 
Sunday, 7th June 2020 

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 
 

Dear All 
 

As ever I hope and trust that this finds you well and occupied, and I hope that those with       

gardens and allotments are pleased to have some rain. 
 

Good news for us.  We can (and we will) open our Churches for private prayer from 15th June 

( a week tomorrow).   We are pretty well ready – we have enough hand sanitiser to sink a ship 

and we are promised that the marker tape to mark out social distancing requirements will      

arrive this week.  Fr Peter and I are discussing just how we might open for private prayer, and 

it is likely to be quite limited opening as all access will need to be monitored to ensure that the 

right hygiene requirements are observed.  I have appealed twice for volunteers to help with the 

stewarding and so far I have 5.  We absolutely need more, otherwise that will be one of the 

constraints on how much we can open.  So a further appeal.  I would especially like to hear 

from some of our younger people in particular.  To help you understand what you would be 

committing to our hopes (not our promises) are for two sessions a day, almost certainly no 

more than an hour long.  We are hoping to make use of both Our Lady’s and Holy Family 

churches (but not at the same time) to make the private prayer times more accessible for        

people depending on where they live.  We are also hoping to have at least one evening session 

a week to allow people who work a “normal” working day to come to Church to pray.  So 

please, please come forward to help now that we are coming to this important milestone in     

re-opening our Churches. 
 

Those of you who joined us for Mass today via the live-stream will have noticed that I 

preached from the “microphone” side of the sanctuary, not from the ambo.  This is because 

people have been telling us that it can be difficult to hear a speaker at the ambo.  The only    

microphone actually “collecting” the audio for the live-stream is the fixed microphone in the 

laptop, so it makes sense that the further away from the laptop the speaker is, the poorer the 

quality of the audio.  Feedback please – if it was clearer this morning, we will continue to 

preach at the “microphone” side as long as we are using the laptop as our means of               

live-streaming.  Please let me know. 
 

Some building news.  Many of you will recollect that when we had several storms in quick 

succession at the end of the winter, Holy Family church sustained damage to the roof.  There 

were already a few displaced slates, but the gales dislodged several more and tore up some of 

the leading above the narthex.  One of our parishioners makes his living fixing and repairing 

things on and around buildings, so John McGovern was duly employed to do the repairs 

(Shameless commercial plug – if you need any work doing on your house and you’re not sure 

how to get somebody reliable I can give you John’s contact numbers / e-mail.  He did a good 

job of fixing my roof a few months ago) 
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But how did John get up there to fix it?  It’s a long way up there.  Here is how it was done: 

And here is a view of Holy Family that I an absolutely certain 

none of you have seen before (Except for John that is) 

 

Finally, in my last missive I promised to tour you (bit by bit) 

round the interior of Our Lady’s to give you a glimpse of some 

things you have not seen for over 10 weeks.  As today is the 

Octave day of Pentecost, here is the depiction of the Holy Spir-

it behind the Mass celebrant’s seat.  When we go here during a 

live-stream we are out of shot. 

 

Keep safe and take care of yourselves and those you live with. 
 

May Our Lady pray for you, and may God bless you. 
 

Fr Gordon 

 

What the gales did to the leading and the slates How it looks now, after repair 

 

 


