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Dear All 
 

As ever, I hope and pray this finds you well, occupied, and enjoying the good weather.  I have 

to say that now the allotment season is well and truly under way, an hour of rain every evening 

would be most welcome!  One of the features of my courtyard garden at home is that even if it 

does rain, it is so sheltered that the tubs and planters out there still need to be watered because 

the rain does not get near the soil and compost in the pots. 
 

There is not really any news of import to pass on in relation to either the Parish, or the wider 

Church today. It would have been good if yesterday’s announcements about the easing of    

lockdown had included something about churches for private prayer – but clearly Catholics 

visiting the Lord present in the tabernacle is a lower priority than shopping for                      

non-essentials. I dare say Downing Street has had other things on its mind for the last 48 

hours! 
 

Something that escaped me until a friend drew it to my attention is that the law on organ       

donation after death has changed.  There is now a presumption that your organs can be taken 

when you die unless you have positively opted out, whereas previously you had to positively 

opt in.  Church teaching permits organ donation - In his 1995 Encyclical Letter, The Gospel of 

Life, Pope John Paul II wrote:  “Everyday heroism, made up of gestures of sharing, big or 

small, builds up a culture of life. A particularly praiseworthy example of such gestures is the 

donation of organs, performed in an ethically acceptable manner, with a view to offering a 

chance of health and even of life itself to the sick who sometimes have no other hope”.      

However,  many people may choose to opt out, so I think it is important that you are aware of 

this change in the law.  Those who wish to opt out should visit : 

https://www.organdonation.nhs.uk/register-your-decision/?

gclid=CjwKCAjw_LL2BRAkEiwAv2Y3SVCw0AEgkiv02uS5MsS4M5REcDQvHkOiMox8q

ZXG9-KAAD0JBiYwTRoC3RoQAvD_BwE  
 

Queenie the greyhound gave me rather a challenge this afternoon.  She has lived with me for 

over 3 years now (and she will celebrate her 7th birthday a week on Friday) but she has never 

been allowed upstairs in the house.  My stairs are steep and narrow and I have always feared 

that if she got up there she would not be able to get down again with her long thin legs –       

retired racers have never come across stairs in their kennel / racing life.  Well, this afternoon I 

managed to leave the stair gate open when I went to water the allotment – and she was up 

there when I got back in, petrified of trying to get down again. Eventually I ended up with a 

great lump of trembling hound on my knee, sitting on the top stair, and had to come down the 

stairs sitting down (bump, bump, bump) hanging on to 33kg (a bit over 5 stone) of trembling 

hound with Deacon Shaun just ahead of us to do his best to catch Queenie if I dropped 
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her.  Fortunately, we all got to the bottom in one piece and with me managing to hold on to my 

doggie load.  Here she is just the other day having an epic (and typical) greyhound “bed fail” 

on what is actually Ben the corgi’s sunbathing mat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, a reminder that Dot Eagles’ funeral takes place at Holy Family at 1pm tomorrow 

(Wednesday) and Patricia Barrett’s funeral is at 1pm in Holy family on Thursday (Funerals are 

one of the reasons that we ARE allowed to open a church at the moment, bit only for small 

numbers of close relatives)  Do please pray for Dot and Patricia’s eternal souls, and for their 

bereaved families and those who mourn them. 

 

Take care and look after yourselves and those you live with. 

 

May Our Lady pray for you, and may God bless you. 

 

Fr Gordon 


