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First reading - Amos 9:11-15 
  

I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel 
  

It is the Lord who speaks: 
 

‘That day I will re-erect the tottering hut of David, 

make good the gaps in it, restore its ruins 

and rebuild it as it was in the days of old, 

so that they can conquer the remnant of Edom 

and all the nations that belonged to me.’ 
 

It is the Lord who speaks, and he will carry this out. 
 

‘The days are coming now – it is the Lord who speaks – 

when harvest will follow directly after ploughing, 

the treading of grapes soon after sowing, 

when the mountains will run with new wine 

and the hills all flow with it. 

I mean to restore the fortunes of my people Israel; 

they will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them, 

plant vineyards and drink their wine, 

dig gardens and eat their produce. 

I will plant them in their own country, 

never to be rooted up again 

out of the land I have given them, 

says the Lord, your God.’ 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

  

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 84(85):9, 11-14 
  

The Lord speaks peace to his people. 
  

I will hear what the Lord God has to say, 

  a voice that speaks of peace, 

peace for his people and his friends 

  and those who turn to him in their hearts. 

The Lord speaks peace to his people. 
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Mercy and faithfulness have met; 

  justice and peace have embraced. 

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth 

  and justice look down from heaven. 

The Lord speaks peace to his people. 
  

The Lord will make us prosper 

  and our earth shall yield its fruit. 

Justice shall march before him 

  and peace shall follow his steps. 

The Lord speaks peace to his people. 

  

Gospel Acclamation 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let your face shine on your servant, 

and teach me your decrees. 

Alleluia! 

  

Gospel - Matthew 9:14-17 
  

When the bridegroom is taken from them, then they will fast 
  

John’s disciples came to him and said, 

‘Why is it that we and the Pharisees fast, 

but your      disciples do not?’ Jesus replied, 

‘Surely the bridegroom’s attendants would 

never think of mourning as long as the 

bridegroom is still with them? But the time 

will come for the bridegroom to be taken 

away from them, and then they will fast. 

No one puts a piece of unshrunken cloth on 

to an old cloak, because the patch pulls 

away from the cloak and the tear gets 

worse. Nor do people put new wine into old wineskins; if they do, the skins burst, the wine 

runs out, and the skins are lost. No; they put new wine into fresh skins and both are              

preserved.’ 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

 

 

 

 



From the Office of Readings for  

Saturday of Week 13 in Ordinary Time 
https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200704/readings.htm  

 

First Reading - 2 Samuel 11:1-17, 26-27 
  

David’s sin 
  

At the turn of the year, the time when kings go campaigning, David sent Joab and with him his 

own guards and the whole of Israel. They massacred the Ammonites and laid siege to Rabbah. 

David, however, remained in Jerusalem. 

It happened towards evening when David had risen from his couch and was strolling on the 

palace roof, that he saw from the roof a woman bathing; the woman was very beautiful. David 

made inquiries about this woman and was told, ‘Why, that is Bathsheba, Eliam’s daughter, the 

wife of Uriah the Hittite.’ Then David sent messengers and had her brought. She came to him, 

and he slept with her; now she had just purified herself from her courses. She then went home 

again. The woman conceived and sent word to David; ‘I am with child.’ 
  

Then David sent Joab a message, ‘Send me Uriah the Hittite’, whereupon Joab sent Uriah to 

David. When Uriah came into his presence, David asked after Joab and the army and how the 

war was going. David then said to Uriah, ‘Go down to your house and enjoy yourself.’ Uriah 

left the palace, and was followed by a present from the king’s table. Uriah however slept by 

the palace door with his master’s bodyguard and did not go down to his house. 
  

This was reported to David: ‘Uriah’ they said ‘did not go down to his house.’ So David asked 

Uriah, ‘Have you not just arrived from a journey? Why do you not go to your home?’ But 

Uriah answered, ‘Are not the ark and the men of Israel and Judah lodged in tents; and my    

master Joab and the bodyguard of my lord, are they not in the open fields? Am I to go to my 

house, then, and eat and drink and sleep with my wife? As the Lord lives, and as you yourself 

live, I will do no such thing!’ Then David said to Uriah, ‘Stay on here today; tomorrow I shall 

send you back.’ So Uriah stayed that day in Jerusalem. The next day David invited him to eat 

and drink in his presence and made him drunk. In the evening Uriah went out and lay on his 

couch with his master’s bodyguard, but he did not go down to his house. 
  

Next morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it by Uriah. In the letter he wrote, ‘Station 

Uriah in the thick of the fight and then fall back behind him so that he may be struck down and 

die.’ Joab, then besieging the town, posted Uriah in a place where he knew there were fierce 

fighters. The men of the town sallied out and engaged Joab; the army suffered casualties,     

including some of David’s bodyguard; and Uriah the Hittite was killed too. 
  

When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband Uriah was dead, she mourned for her husband. 

When the period of mourning was over, David sent to have her brought to his house; she      

became his wife and bore him a son. But what David had done displeased the Lord. 

  

Responsory - 2 Samuel 12:9; Exodus 20:2, 13-14 
  

℟.   You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and have taken his wife to be         



    your own.* Why have you despised the word of the Lord and done what is evil in his       

    sight? 
  

℣.   I am the Lord God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt. You shall not kill. You         

    shall not commit adultery.* Why have you despised the word of the Lord and done what        

    is evil in his sight? 

  

Second reading - From the sermon by Saint Sophronius, Bishop 
  

Through Mary, the Father's blessing has shone forth on mankind 
  

Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you. What joy could surpass this, O Virgin Mother? What 

grace can excel that which God has granted to you alone? What could be imagined more      

dazzling or more delightful? Before the miracle we witness in you, all else pales; all else is   

inferior when compared with the grace you have been given. All else, even what is most        

desirable, must take second place and enjoy a lesser importance. 
  

The Lord is with you. Who would dare challenge you? You are God’s mother; who would not 

immediately defer to you and be glad to accord you a greater primacy and honour? For this 

reason, when I look upon the privilege you have above all creatures, I extol you with the     

highest praise: Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you. On your account joy has not only 

graced men, but is also granted to the powers of heaven. 
  

Truly, you are blessed among women. For you have changed Eve’s curse into a blessing; and 

Adam, who hitherto lay under a curse, has been blessed because of you. 
  

Truly, you are blessed among women. Through you the Father’s blessing has shone forth on 

mankind, setting them free of their ancient curse. 
  

Truly, you are blessed among women, because through you your forebears have found          

salvation. For you were to give birth to the Saviour who was to win them salvation. 
  

Truly, you are blessed among women, for without seed you have borne, as your fruit, him who 

bestows blessings on the whole world and redeems it from that curse that made it sprout 

thorns. 
  

Truly, you are blessed among women, because, though a woman by nature, you will become, 

in reality, God’s mother. If he whom you are to bear is truly God made flesh, then rightly do 

we call you God’s mother. For you have truly given birth to God. 
  

Enclosed within your womb is God himself. He makes his abode in you and comes forth from 

you like a bridegroom, winning joy for all and bestowing God’s light on all. 
  

You, O Virgin, are like a clear and shining sky, in which God has set his tent. From you he 

comes forth like a bridegroom leaving his chamber. Like a giant running his course, he will 

run the course of his life which will bring salvation for all who will ever live, and extending 

from the highest heavens to the end of them, it will fill all things with divine warmth and with 

life-giving brightness. 

  

Responsory 
  



℟. You are truly blessed among women, for you have changed Eve’s condemnation into a 

blessing;* through you the Father’s favour was bestowed on all mankind. 
  

℣. Through you your ancestors find salvation;* through you the Father’s favour was bestowed 

on all mankind. 

  

Let us Pray. 
  

Grant us, Lord, we pray, 

  the joy of continued health of mind and body: 

and through the intercession of Blessed Mary ever-virgin, 

  free us of this present sadness 

  and fill us with eternal joy. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

  who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

  

Let us praise the Lord. 
  

- Thanks be to God. 
 

 

———————————————————— 
 

Saturday, 4th July  

Saturday Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Mass at 10.00am  

at 

Holy Family Church 

————— 

Baptism at 2.00pm 

at 

The Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 
 

———————————————————— 
 

Saturday, 4th July 
 

Vigil Mass at 6.00pm 

at 

The Church of Our Lady of the Annunciation 

Intentions : People of the Parish 
 

———————————————————— 



Saturday memorials of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

‘On Saturdays in Ordinary Time when there is no obligatory memorial, an optional memorial 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary is allowed. 
 

‘Saturdays stand out among those days dedicated to the Virgin Mary. These are designated as 

memorials of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This memorial derives from Carolingian times (9th 

century), but the reasons for having chosen Saturday for its observance are unknown. While 

many explanations of this choice have been advanced, none is completely satisfactory from the 

point of view of the history of popular piety. 
 

‘Whatever its historical origins may be, today the memorial rightly emphasizes certain values 

to which contemporary spirituality is more sensitive. It is a remembrance of the maternal      

example and discipleship of the Blessed Virgin Mary who, strengthened by faith and hope, on 

that “great Saturday” on which Our Lord lay in the tomb, was the only one of the disciples to 

hold vigil in expectation of the Lord’s resurrection. It is a prelude and introduction to the     

celebration of Sunday, the weekly memorial of the Resurrection of Christ. It is a sign that the 

Virgin Mary is continuously present and operative in the life of the Church.’ 
 

———————————————————— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


