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Dear All 
 

As ever, I hope and pray this finds you well and occupied.  The sun continues to shine which is 

very pleasant, but I dare say I am not the only one who would actually welcome a bit of rain 

for the ground and for the plants / grass / crops. 
 

Today is the 71st day since we had to cease public worship and there is no hint of anything 

changing before 4th July.  However, Holy Family Church has been opened up this week on two 

days for funerals – which is permitted under the emergency regulations governing us at        

present.  At one funeral there were 5 family mourners, and at the other there were 10.  It struck 

me that among the many impacts of lockdown and social distancing, there is terrible damage 

being done to the bereaved as they say goodbye to a loved one and try to begin the process of 

adjusting to life without them.  My parents funeral services were both in the same church, and 

on both occasions the church was full – and there was great solace in knowing that so many 

people wanted to pay their last respects and say goodbye to each of them.  Many of them came 

up to me either before or after the service and took my hand and talked to me about some 

memory they had of my Mother or Father.  I well remember my brother and myself flanking 

our Mother at our Father’s funeral and both holding her hands as the coffin arrived at the 

Church gates.  Many more distant relatives attended to show solidarity. In bereavement the 

physical presence of others, and human touch and         

embrace are very important and powerful forces to help 

those closest to the deceased to get though what has to be 

done and to start to find a way to live with the reality of 

the bereavement.  So my greatest sadness was watching 

these small family groups, socially distanced in Holy 

Family (where already half the chairs have been removed 

as early preparations for when the doors might be properly 

opened again) saying farewell to somebody whom they 

had loved, and who had loved them in return, deprived of 

the solace of the presence and embrace of wider family 

and friends – a deprivation that is being repeated all over 

the country many times, each and every day for many 

people. 

 
Holy Family Church with half the chairs removed. 

 

But even in the midst of this terrible situation there is much to be thankful for and cheerful 

about.  Day by day I come across examples and stories of people giving their time and effort to 

serving others, and doing things that “go the extra mile”.  That’s why I am not convinced that 

the “Clap for Carers” should be ended now after 10 weeks, as is being suggested.  Yes,              

pressures are slowly dropping on the NHS, but apart from those serving through volunteering 

there are also many, many others who have worked hard getting on with their jobs to make 
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sure that through lockdown life has kept going as normally as possible.  We have not had to 

suffer power cuts through the last 10 weeks. The people who run the television and radio      

stations have kept going to keep us entertained, and although it might have been a bit of a 

bumpy ride for the shops, they have kept going so that we continue to buy our food, drink,     

toiletries and everything else we need.  In indirect ways many people have been carers, making 

sure that as far as possible people could get on with it as normally as possible.  We know as 

Christians that sometimes it helps to have a reminder that we should actively be thankful to 

God for the blessings we receive.  The weekly “Clap for Carers” is a good reminder that we 

have to be grateful to, and for, the many people keeping things as normal as possible.  
 

We now have to invoke St Isidore, patron saint of the internet, to look after us this weekend as 

we have much live-streaming to help you celebrate Pentecost as fully as possible.  We need to 

hope the broadband connection behaves itself! Here is a reminder of what we have lined up: 
 

•  Saturday at 5pm:  First Vespers followed immediately by the Vigil Mass of Pentecost 
 

•  Sunday at 11.30am:  Mass of the Day for Pentecost 
 

•  Sunday at 2.30pm: Rosary for the “Rosary Rally” followed by Second Vespers of                       

   Pentecost and the transfer of the Pascal Candle from the sanctuary to the baptistry as                 

   Eastertide comes to an end. 
 

Finally for today:  The Bishop has written to the clergy about making preparations for some 

sort of reopening today.  Most of what he suggests has already been done here.  He draws       

attention to the need to establish a team of people to assist with overseeing any opening and 

with ensuring that all hygiene measures are observed.  This will be really important to being 

able to actually reopen safely.  My request last weekend has so far received two                     

responses.  Even if you work you will be able to help because there will be weekend and quite 

possibility evening opportunities to assist.  Many of our “usual” volunteers are self-isolating 

and will be among the last to emerge, so we really need some new faces here.  So a repeat of 

the request for volunteers to come forward to help as and when some sort of opening is          

allowed – probably (hopefully) no later than July. 
 

Keep safe, and take care of yourselves and those you live with. 
 

May Our Lady pray for you and may God bless you 

 

Fr Gordon 

 


