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Dear Friends, 
 

I hope you are well.  
 

———————————————————— 
 

We remember and pray for the soul of Dot Eagles whose funeral is today at 1.00pm. 
 

May she rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

May those who mourn be comforted. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

Today in England is the feast day of St. Augustine of Canterbury.  
 

From https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200527/today.htm 
 

Christianity in Britain started early, but was largely 

submerged by the pagan Anglo-Saxon    invasions of 

the fifth and sixth centuries. It remained alive only in 

the far west, which remained British because it was too 

remote and inaccessible for the invaders to attack. 
 

It is said that Pope Gregory the Great saw some         

fair-haired Anglo-Saxon slaves exposed for sale in a 

market in Rome. He asked where they were from, and 

when he was told, replied non Angli, sed angeli – “not 

Angles, but angels,” and determined to secure their 

evangelization. 
 

Whatever the truth of that story, it is certain that     

Gregory did organise a party of thirty monks to travel 

to south-eastern England and spread the Gospel there, 

and chose as their leader Augustine, prior of the      

monastery of St Andrew in Rome. They landed in 597, 

and were welcomed by the king of Kent, Ethelbert, who became a Christian along with many 

of his subjects. A second wave of missionaries arrived in 601. Augustine went to Arles, in 

France, where he was consecrated archbishop of the English, and then returned to Canterbury 

to set up his see. The mission prospered, and he founded two more sees, at London and at 

Rochester in Kent. 
 

The evangelization of the country was planned in close agreement with Pope Gregory, and 

took care to respect existing traditions. Pagan temples and holy places were not to be            

destroyed, but to be converted to Christian use; and pagan feasts were to be superseded by 
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Christian ones. This is consistent with the pattern of evangelization throughout the first        

millennium, which saw Christianity as a fulfilment of what went before, rather than a           

contradiction of it. Even in Rome itself, temples of Juno had a tendency to become churches 

dedicated to Our Lady. (It is only with the Spanish colonial evangelizations of the mid-second 

millennium that the policy of making a clean break with the past began: a policy that works 

faster but whose effects are not always permanent). 
 

In the far west of Britain, where British bishops had survived the pagan invasions – or where 

they had fled to escape them – Augustine was less successful in establishing his authority. The 

traditions of the Celtic church were different from the Roman ones, and bishops who had     

guided their people for generations were not about to submit to a jumped-up missionary from 

overseas. It took several generations for the whole of Great Britain to become Christian and 

for the English and British liturgical traditions to be reconciled. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

The readings for the feast day are: 
 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 2:2-8 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke 10: 1-9 
 

So you have the references the readings for Wednesday 7th week of Easter are: 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 20: 28-38 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John  17:11-19 
 

———————————————————— 
 

The YouTube link for live stream of Mass at 4pm today from the Holy House is: 
 

https://youtu.be/gplS_vqhs_s 
 

———————————————————— 
 

It is day six for the Pentecost Novena. And the novena from the Catholic Bishops Conference 

of England and Wales can be listened to by clicking into the following link: 
 

https://soundcloud.com/catholicchurch/pentecost-novena-day-six 
 

———————————————————— 
 

My love, thoughts and prayers, 
 

God bless, 
 

Shaun 

 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 
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