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Dear All 
 

As ever, I hope this finds you well, and with sufficient things to do to keep you happily        

occupied. 
 

Today we have our last “green” Sunday for a little while.  It is also the second Sunday in the 

current “lockdown” when we have celebrated Mass behind locked doors for a congregation 

joining us by livestream or catching up via YouTube. It would be easy in current circumstances 

to feel sorry for ourselves, but in terms of our parish life I think it is better to take a “glass half 

full” approach rather than being despondent with a “glass half empty” approach.  At least for 

this period of lockdown we have high quality equipment in place to bring you livestreamed    

liturgy as well as other things such as the Thursday Talks.  Last week’s talk has been very    

popular on our YouTube channel.  This coming week’s talk will be the hymn  “O Purest of 

Creatures” and Frederick William Faber, its author. 
 

One reason from recent days to take a “glass half full” 

attitude to life is the news of a significant break through 

with a vaccine to protect against Covid 19.  There      

cannot be any reasonable or sensible doubt that roll out 

of an effective vaccine will be a “game changer” in the 

effort to bring this pandemic virus under control and 

begin the process of transition back to what we would 

all recognise as “normal life” (including for us as     

Catholics, churches full for Masses at which we can all 

cheerfully sing, exchange the Peace, and receive from 

the Chalice without wearing face coverings).  But hot on 

the heels of such news come all sorts of people with 

things ranging from reasonable doubts to downright lies 

about the prospects of the vaccine. 
 

So, lets turn to “reasonable doubts” first of all.  Many Catholics will reasonably have want to 

know whether or not any material procured from aborted foetuses is involved in the invention / 

manufacture of the vaccine.  The good news is that the Pfizer vaccine announced last week 

DOES NOT USE ANY MATERIAL FROM ABORTED FOETUSES.  For more             

information, visit https://aleteia.org/2020/11/09/pfizers-new-coronavirus-vaccine-was-not-

created-with-fetal-cells-from-aborted-babies/ . 
 

That said, our Conference of Bishops had, previous to the recent news, issued a statement on 

the matter which includes consideration of the moral position should the only way forward   

include material from abortions.  I have attached a copy of that statement to this e-mail, and I 
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do recommend that you read it properly and allow it to form your conscience in relation to this 

matter.  The Bishops tell us that “the Church recognises that there may be ‘grave reasons’ for 

using a vaccine which is developed from cell-lines associated with the unethical exploitation 

of the human remains of an aborted child in the past.”   
 

This pandemic is judged to be a qualifying grave reason as not only are hundred of thousands 

of lives being lost but many more are suffering disastrous economic damage with loss of jobs 

and income, and consequent loss of home.  Some quick research this afternoon suggest that 

there have so far, around the world, been 54,000,000 (54 million) cases of Covid infection of 

which 1,310,000 (1.3 million) have died.   
 

The numbers for the economic impact are even more mind boggling.  The global workforce is 

calculated to be about 3.3 billion people.  Of these 3.3 billion people 80% (four out of 5) have 

had their workplace closed or restricted at least for a temporary period of time.  It is              

anticipated that globally at least 200 million people will permanently lose their job, and the 

longer the pandemic goes on, the more that number will increase.  By the way, these figures 

are sourced from the BBC and the International Labour Organisation websites.  The United 

Nations is anticipating that in addition to those already living in poverty, this pandemic will 

push 10% of the global population (one in ten people of all the people in the world) into      

poverty.  Have no doubt that this current situation is a “grave reason” as you consider our 

Bishops’ guidance. 
 

Having thought about “reasonable doubts”, let’s turn to the not insignificant lobby known as 

the “anti-vaxxers”.  This lobby already existed prior to the current situation and spreads      

misinformation about vaccinations.  They most famously spread the “fake news” that the 

MMR (Measles, mumps and rubella) vaccination for children causes autism.  The MMR     

vaccination does not cause autism, but the idea gained such traction that the level of cases of 

measles rose significantly – and although most children will cope fairly well with a dose of 

measles, for some it can lead to fatal complications.  The fact that vaccination programmes 

work is pretty self-evident.  Today it is a normal expectation that a new born child will live in 

to adulthood.  A centuries and more ago that was not true – one source shows that the infant 

mortality rate in the UK in 1900 was 165 per 1000 live births.  By the year 2000, that had 

dropped to below 7. 
 

There are, of course, the conspiracy theorists who 

think the vaccination is going to contain a chip so 

that the government can track your movements, and 

other similar weird things.  For myself, I’m just     

hoping that when my turn comes to be vaccinated I’ll 

get one with a chip that means that when I get to the 

top of the stairs I remember what I came up the stairs 

for!  
 

The serious reason I am going through all this in such depth is to encourage all of you to be 

vaccinated as soon as the vaccine is made available and offered to you.  This will undoubtedly 

by highly relevant to many of you as we have a good number of septuagenarians,                  

octogenarians and even nonagenarians in our congregations.  We also have a lot of people who 

work in healthcare, both in the Queen Elizabeth Hospital and in various other acre settings    
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including residential care homes.  The best way to be a good pro-life Catholic when             

vaccinations are available and being offered is to respect your own life and other peoples lives 

by being vaccinated at the first opportunity. 
 

Of other matters I continue to be fascinated by the rate at which houses are displaying       

Christmas decorations when we are only half way through November.  I am sure some people 

will be so fed up with them in a few weeks time that they will take them down again before 

Christmas day has arrived.  I am also fascinated by the singular lack of any news about the 

current President of the United States, especially now that all States have declared and the    

final result in the Electoral College is 306 for Biden and 232 for Trump. 
 

Finally, as this keeping-in-touch newsletter has been so dominated by serious matters, some 

very important advice for considering the future: 

 
  

 

 

 

 

  

and remember that   

 

 

 

 

 

 

As ever, take good care of yourselves and those you live with. 
 

May Our Lady pray for you and may God bless you 
 

Fr Gordon 



 

 

 

 
CATHOLIC BISHOPS’ CONFERENCE OF ENGLAND AND WALES 

DEPARTMENT FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 

 

COVID-19 and Vaccination 
 

The development of a vaccine against COVID-19 would be an important breakthrough to    

protect others from the scourge of this virulent virus which has caused a global pandemic and 

led to huge loss of life as well asstretching healthcare systems to their limits. Pope Francis has 

called for a successful and safe Covid-19 vaccine to be ‘universal for everyone.’1 When a   

successful vaccine is produced, there will therefore be the further challenge of mass             

production, distribution, and availability, especially for the poor of the world, as well as the 

need to establish its long-term effects. 
 

We are living with a new awareness of the fragility of being human in the world of           

COVID-19. The first response for Catholics is to pray for an end to the pandemic, for the relief 

of suffering, for healthcare professionals, for the bereaved and the dead, as well as for the      

discovery of an ethically sourced effective vaccine. 
 

Concern has been expressed by some Catholics, and others, about the potential sources of a 

new vaccine since some vaccines have been developed in cell-lines which have their origin in 

tissues taken from human foetal tissue.2  Other ethical issues include rigorous testing of the 

proposed vaccine and individual consent both for the experimental medicine which tests the 

vaccine on individuals and for the vaccine itself, and justice in access to the vaccine when it 

becomes available. 
 

Bishop Sherrington wrote to the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Health asking for 

clarification from the department about the potential sources of a vaccination. He sought       

reassurance that the department will promote research into a vaccine derived from a source 

which would not be ethically problematic for Catholics and which does not involve moral 

complicity in abortion. Such a vaccine would appeal to the conscience of Catholics and others 

who hold strong views against abortion. 
 

A response has now been received from the Department for Health and Social Care which    

recognises that the source of the vaccine raises moral concerns and gives assurance that no 

new human foetal issue will be used in making the vaccine although cell-lines developed from 

the remains of aborted foetuses in the past are being researched by some institutions. The     

Department has also given assurances that any vaccine which is developed will be safe and   

effective. 

 



Principles 
 

Catholic teaching protects the good of every life and the health of all and teaches that one must 

not do harm to another. 3 A vaccine will seek to protect the whole of society from this virulent 

virus. Individuals should welcome the vaccine not only for the sake of their own health but  

also out of solidarity with others, especially the most vulnerable. 
—————————————— 

1  BBC News report: ‘Coronavirus: Pope's vaccine plea and universities facing 'crazy demand'’                                     

  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-53839374 

2  It was reported that research in the University of Oxford uses cell-line HEK 293 modified from tissue removed from          

  the kidney of an unborn child aborted probably in 1972, while another cell-line PER C6 is sourced from the retinal         

  tissue of an 18-week old baby aborted in 1985.  

  https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/06/abortion-opponents-protest-covid-19-vaccines-use-fetal-cells 

3 CBCEW, Cherishing Life (2004), 168. 

—————————————— 
 

The Catholic Church respects life in the womb from conception and at every stage of its     

subsequent development. The Church recognises moral complicity in the use of tissue and 

cells from aborted foetuses for research and is opposed to such use. The remains of human   

embryos and foetuses deserve the respect due to the remains of other human beings. The 

Church teaches that there must be no complicity in direct abortion and the risk of scandal 

should be avoided.4 

 

Catholics have a responsibility to voice their concerns about the origin of vaccines and argue 

that research and funding should be directed to sourcing a vaccine in an ethically sound way. If 

this is not possible, many Catholics and others will experience moral distress when faced with 

a choice of rejecting vaccination, either for themselves or their children, with its serious and 

life-threatening consequences, or seeming to be complicit in abortion. We hope that the      

government will ensure that ethically sourced vaccines are also available.5 

 

The seriousness of the question has led to examination of the use of cell-lines from aborted 

foetuses both by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), Dignitatis personae 

(2008)6 and the Pontifical Academy for Life (2005)7, (2017)8. The CDF document recognises 

that there are ‘differing degrees of responsibility’ for those who use the human ‘biological      

material’ of illicit origin, i.e. we must differentiate between those who use tissue directly from 

an abortion, researchers who use derived material, and those who may benefit from a vaccine 

produced from such material. Different degrees of responsibility imply different degrees of 

moral complicity. These distinctions are important as we live in an imperfect world in which 

we may benefit from the wrongful actions of others. The Instruction continues “Grave reasons 

may be morally proportionate to justify the use of such ‘biological material’. Thus, for          

example, danger to the health of children could permit parents to use a vaccine which was      

developed using cell lines of illicit origin, while keeping in mind that everyone has the duty to 

make known their disagreement and to ask that their healthcare system make other types of 

vaccines available. Moreover, in organizations where cell lines of illicit origin are being        

utilized, the responsibility of those who make the decision to use them is not the same as that 

of those who have no voice in such a decision.” (CDF, Dignitatis personae 35).9 

 

Educating Conscience 
 

Each Catholic needs to educate his or her conscience on this matter in the light of the above 

principles. Research towards and use of an ethically sourced vaccine is the goal which we     



desire. If this is not achievable and widely available for all people, the Church recognises that 

there may be ‘grave reasons’ for using a vaccine which is developed from cell-lines associated 

with the unethical exploitation of the human remains of an aborted child in the past. 
 

The prudent judgement of conscience will depend on responsibilities to others, as well as     

personal health and protection of human life. Whilst many may in good conscience judge that 

they will accept such a vaccine, some may in good conscience judge that they will not. If the 

choice is made not to receive this vaccination, then the person must make other provision to 

mitigate the risk of harm to the life or health of others and to his or her own life and health. 
 

Department for Social Justice 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales 

24 September 2020 
—————————————— 
4  CDF, Dignitatis personae, 35. 

5  For further reading, Dr Helen Watt, http://www.bioethics.org.uk/images/user/covidbriefing2.pdf 

6  https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html 

7  ‘Moral reflections on vaccines prepared from cells derived from aborted human foetuses’  

  https://www.immunize.org/talking- aboutvaccines/vaticandocument.htm 

8  http://www.academyforlife.va/content/pav/en/the-academy/activity-academy/note-vaccini.html 

9  Pontifical Academy for Life (2017): “The technical characteristics of the production of the vaccines most commonly used in            

  childhood lead us to exclude that there is a morally relevant cooperation between those who use these vaccines today and the                    

  practice of voluntary abortion. Hence, we believe that all clinically recommended vaccinations can be used with a clear                       

  conscience and that the use of such vaccines does not signify some sort of cooperation with voluntary abortion.”                               

  http://www.academyforlife.va/content/pav/en/the-academy/activity-academy/note-vaccini.html 

 —————————————— 


