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The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Good morning to you-Apologies for the lateness of my email this morning. I have had a few 

things to sort out for the office-some last minute meetings to schedule. Plus the dogs have     

enjoyed a lovely walk in the sunshine. Soon it will be time for a coffee! 
 

Today is the Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist. Wishing you a Happy Feast! 
 

From the Sunday Missal: 
 

Today, the liturgy invites us to celebrate the Solemnity of the Birth of Saint John the Baptist, 

whose life was totally directed to Christ, as was that of Mary, Christ’s Mother. John the      

Baptist was the forerunner, the “voice” sent to proclaim the Incarnate Word. Thus,              

commemorating his birth actually means celebrating Christ, the fulfilment of the promises of 

all the prophets, among whom the greatest was the Baptist, called to “prepare the way” for 

the Messiah. All the Gospels introduce the narrative of Jesus’ public life with the account of 

his baptism by John in the River Jordan. When Jesus, after receiving baptism, emerged from 

the water, John saw the Spirit descending upon him in the form of a dove. It was then that he 

“knew” the full reality of Jesus the Nazareth and began to make him “known to Israel”,    

pointing him out as the Son of God and Redeemer of man: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the World!”. 

(Pope Benedict XVI) 
 

From https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200624/today.htm 
 

Saint John the Baptist has two feasts to himself. One, in August, celebrates his death, and one, 

in June, celebrates his birth. And this is as it should be, for as Christ himself said, John was the 

greatest of the sons of men. 
 

The greatest, but also the most tragic. A prophet from before his birth, leaping in the womb to 

announce the coming of the incarnate God, his task was to proclaim the fulfilment of all 

prophecies – and thus his own obsolescence. And he did it: with unequalled courage he spread 

the news that he, the greatest of all men, was the least in the kingdom of heaven. His disciples, 

and the devil, would have preferred him to fight, to build his sect, to defeat this upstart whom 

he himself had baptized, to seize his place in history. But he did not – and so, rightly, he has 

his place, and he has glory in heaven. 
 

We envy the great and the talented, and sometimes we think that they themselves are beyond 

envy. But when they come across someone with greater gifts, as one day most of them will, 

they will see for the first time what it means to feel like us. Let us pray that they, like John the 

Baptist, may pass that test. 
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Readings at Mass for during the Day 
 

Entrance Antiphon:  

A man was sent from God, whose name was John. He came to testify to the light, to prepare a 

people fit for the Lord.  
 

Reading 1: A reading from the prophet Isaiah  49:1-6  

I will make you the light of the nations 
 

Psalm - Ps 138:1-3, 13-15 r. 14: I thank you for the wonder of my being. 
 

Reading 2: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  13:22-26  

Jesus, whose coming was heralded by John. 
 

Gospel Acclamation Luke 1: 76:  

As for you, little child, you shall be called a prophet of God, the Most High. You shall go 

ahead of the Lord to prepare his ways before him. 
 

Gospel: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 1:57-66, 80  

His name is John. 
 

Mass readings are attached for you with further information on St. John the Baptist which also 

can be found on the parish website: http://www.catholicparish-kingslynn.org.uk/ 
 

———————————————————— 
 

As Fr Gordon mentioned last evening we are not sure if Mass at 4pm today will be able to be 

live streamed. My best advice is for you to go to our YouTube channel at 4pm and to see what 

happens. 
 

The channel can be accessed through the following link: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8V030I7usRZiKoTlrwBAKg 
 

———————————————————— 
 

The Hymn in the Divine Office for today is -  
 

“God called great prophets to foretell the coming of his Son” 
 

God called great prophets to foretell 

the coming of his Son. 

The greatest, called before his birth, 

was John, the chosen one. 
 

John searched in solitude for Christ 

and knew him when he came. 

He showed the world the Lamb of God 

and hailed him in our name. 
 

That lonely voice cried out the truth 

Derided and denied. 

As witness to the law of God 

His mighty martyr died. 
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We praise you, Trinity in One, 

the light of unknown ways, 

the hope of all who search for you 

whose love fills all our days. 
 

Tune: Richmond 
 

———————————————————— 
 

The Second Reading from the Office of Readings for today is a reading from the sermons of 

St Augustine on St. John the Baptist: 
 

https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200624/readings.htm 
 

The voice of one crying in the wilderness 
 

The Church observes the birth of John as in some way sacred; and you will not find any other 

of the great men of old whose birth we celebrate officially. We celebrate John’s, as we         

celebrate Christ’s. This point cannot be passed over in silence, and if I may not perhaps be 

able to explain it in the way that such an important matter deserves, it is still worth thinking 

about it a little more deeply and fruitfully than usual. 
 

John is born of an old woman who is barren; Christ is born of a young woman who is a virgin. 

That John will be born is not believed, and his father is struck dumb; that Christ will be born is 

believed, and he is conceived by faith. 
 

I have proposed some matters for inquiry, and listed in advance some things that need to be 

discussed. I have introduced these points even if we are not up to examining all the twists and 

turns of such a great mystery, either for lack of capacity or for lack of time. You will be taught 

much better by the one who speaks in you even when I am not here; the one about whom you 

think loving thoughts, the one whom you have taken into your hearts and whose temple you 

have become. 
 

John, it seems, has been inserted as a kind of boundary between the two Testaments, the Old 

and the New. That he is somehow or other a boundary is something that the Lord himself     

indicates when he says, The Law and the prophets were until John. So he represents the old 

and heralds the new. Because he represents the old, he is born of an elderly couple; because he 

represents the new, he is revealed as a prophet in his mother’s womb. You will remember that, 

before he was born, at Mary’s arrival he leapt in his mother’s womb. Already he had been 

marked out there, designated before he was born; it was already shown whose forerunner he 

would be, even before he saw him. These are divine matters, and exceed the measure of        

human frailty. Finally, he is born, he receives a name, and his father’s tongue is loosed. 
 

Zachary is struck dumb and loses his voice, until John, the Lord’s forerunner, is born and     

releases his voice for him. What does Zachary’s silence mean, but that prophecy was obscure 

and, before the proclamation of Christ, somehow concealed and shut up? It is released and 

opened up by his arrival, it becomes clear when the one who was being prophesied is about to 

come. The releasing of Zachary’s voice at the birth of John has the same significance as the 

tearing of the veil of the Temple at the crucifixion of Christ. If John were meant to proclaim 

himself, he would not be opening Zachary’s mouth. The tongue is released because a voice is 
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being born – for when John was already heralding the Lord, he was asked, Who are you and he 

replied I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness. 
 

John is the voice, but the Lord in the beginning was the Word. John is a voice for a time, 

but Christ is the eternal Word from the beginning. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

My apologies for not providing the most up to date information in my email yesterday on        

St Etheldreda Church in Ely. 
 

The correction to the information that I provided is as follows: 
 

The Parish Priest is, of course, Fr David Finegan who I know many of you know from when he 

was in our Parish.   
 

And The tin church – St. Patrick’s – at Thorney Toll is no more. It stood there for many years 

growing more and more decrepit until it collapsed in the early 90s. The site can still be seen 

where there is a coppice of trees on the right hand side going towards Peterborough. Nearby 

is a row of cottages still called St. Patrick’s Cottages. For many years a priest from                  

Peterborough would cycle out to say Mass in St. Patrick’s especially for the many Irish who 

would come over for the harvest (especially potato picking). He would have to return to All 

Souls still fasting for his second Mass (taking the Ablutions with him in a bottle so as not to 

break his fast!) 
 

Thank you to all those who contacted me and updated my knowledge-a valuable lesson learnt. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

Our Lady’s Church will be open this evening between 7.00pm and 8.00pm for Private Prayer.  
 

With my love, thoughts and prayers, 
 

Shaun 

 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 


