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THREE CHEERS 

 

Friday 8th May has three notable events. 

 

The first is the national holiday for the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe Day and the end 

of the German War in Europe (fighting was to continue for another four months in the Far 

East). No doubt many of you will have vivid memories of the event. Thanksgiving will be 

made at Mass on Friday and our “shop window” on London Road will be suitably decorated. 

The Live and Let Live pub on Windsor Road has organised a stay-at-home street party to      

replace the one which was planned for outdoors and the local Council has organised a number 

of events which can be enjoyed in line with current restrictions. Let’s all have a good time and 

bring a bit of cheer into our situations. 

  

The second is the 175th anniversary of the opening of St. Mary’s Catholic Church (predecessor 

to the present building) The Lynn News reported it as follows: 

 

On Thursday, May 8th 1845, this beautiful little church was solemnly dedicated to the service 

of God by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Wareing (of Northampton) …. The consecration of the altar 

commenced at 8 o’clock in the morning, and at 11 o’clock the Bishop began High Mass, the 

Rev. Mr Lomax (Norwich) being deacon, and J. Dalton (the Parish Priest), subdeacon. A small, 

but very efficient choir from Norwich attended … whose exertions deserve the greatest praise. 

A seraphine supplied the place of a organ -an instrument which seems well adapted for small 

churches. After the Gospel, the Rev. Mr Lane (Thetford) delivered a very appropriate sermon 

on the nature of sacrifice ……. After the discourse, a collection was made which amounted to 

about £16. The church was crowded in the morning by a very respectable audience. There was 

not the least interruption, and all, both Catholics and Protestants, seemed delighted with the 

manner in which everything was conducted. Such a solemn service will produce, no doubt, a 

good and lasting impression on the strangers that attended. After Mass the Bishop and about 

50 gentlemen and clergy sat down to an excellent dinner at the Duke’s Head. After the cloth 

was moved, several appropriate speeches were made, and “God Save Our Queen” was sung at 

the conclusion when the party broke up at half past five in order to attend service again at the 

church which commenced at six o’clock. Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament was given and 

the Litany of the Blessed Virgin, Tantum Ergo and other pieces were sung by the choir. Prior, 

however, to Benediction, the Rev. J. Abbot preached a most impressive sermon on mortal sin 

and its dreadful consequences to an overflowing audience. 
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The third event (or not) would have been our Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham. This would 

have been the 21st year I have been responsible for organising this day. Planning was well     

under way before the present difficulties. There would have been a service of reconciliation 

and peace at the Shrine at 11am to commemorate VE Day followed by the Angelus and Rosary 

at 12 noon. After lunch there was to have been a silent procession along the Holy Mile with 

the youth carrying a large Cross as did the famous pilgrimage after the War. On arrival at the 

Priory Grounds the Litany of the Saints of East Anglia was to be sung (there’s about 100 of 

them going back to the 7th century). Then the Mass of Our Lady was to be celebrated followed 

by a procession to the site of the Holy House where the Prayer for England would be said     

followed by the Salve Regina. Perhaps you could take some time amid the other festivities to 

go in heart and mind to Walsingham and honour Our Lady and ask her intercession for this, 

her own, diocese. 

  

Fr Peter. 


