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Good morning, 
 

A beautiful start to the day, the sun is shining across my desk and filling the room with light.    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

———————————————————— 
 

The Entrance Antiphon at Mass today is: 
 

“Christ, having risen from the dead, dies now no more; death will no longer have dominion 

over him, alleluia” 
 

The readings at Mass are: 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 4:23-31 

Responsorial Psalm: Blessed are they who put their trust in God. 

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to John 3: 1-8 

The readings are attached for you and published on the parish website. 

http://www.catholicparish-kingslynn.org.uk/ 
  

———————————————————— 
 

In the Gospel today we read about Nicodemus but Who is Nicodemus? 
 

We see the encounter between Jesus and a Pharisee who was also a member of the Sanhedrin, 

the governing council of the Jews.  He was, then, a very highly placed official. 
 

Nicodemus was seeking to know who Jesus was but he came to Jesus by night.  Why do you 

think this was? Was it that Nicodemus was embarrassed? was he afraid of being seen by       

others? 
 

Does it have a symbolic meaning? Even though Nicodemus was a religious man, when he 

came to Jesus, he was kind of in some sort of spiritual darkness.  
 

Nicodemus is seeking the light? Jesus is the Light of the World.  
 

You may recall from the Passion from Good Friday that we also heard about Nicodemus: 

(where the night scene is mentioned)  

John 19: 38-42 
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After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one       

because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave 

him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at first come to      

Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a      

hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, 

according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a garden in the place where he was 

crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. And so, 

because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
  

I looked up some books on Nicodemus yesterday afternoon, and I found this passage useful 

from the book, an introduction to the New Testament by Raymond E. Brown: 
 

The Nicodemus scene (3: 1-21) is the first of the important Johannine dialogues. This Pharisee, 

a member of the Sanhedrin, comes to Jesus “at night” (i.e., because he does not yet belong 

to the light) and acknowledges him as a “a teacher who has come from God.” By that    

designation Nicodemus means only “raised up by God”, whereas Jesus has actually come from 

God. Thus, Nicodemus is a representative spokesman of an inadequate faith, as becomes       

evident when Jesus explains that only begetting from above enables one to enter the Kingdom 

of God, i.e., begetting of water and Spirit. The Johannine Jesus speaks of the very life of God 

acquired only when is begotten by God (“from above”), which takes place when one is            

baptised in water and receives God’s Spirit. Nicodemus is thinking of natural birth from a        

Jewish mother that makes one a member of the chosen people, a people that the OT considers 

God’s child (Exod 4:22, Deut 32:6; Hos 11:1) Such a pedigree is rejected in John 3:6, for the 

only thing that flesh can beget or give birth to is flesh. The Johannine Jesus, then, is radically 

replacing what constitutes the children of God, challenging any privileged status stemming 

from natural parenthood. Typical Johannine irony surfaces in 3: 9-11: To the Nicodemus who 

came saying “we know” but cannot understand, Jesus, speaking on behalf of those who do not 

believe, counterpoises: “we are talking about what we know and we are testifying to what we 

have seen.” Jesus’ surety about the need for begetting from above stems from his own having 

come from above. The dialogue now becomes a monologue as Nicodemus fades into the        

darkness whence he came (until he reappears still hesitantly as a hidden follower in 7: 5-52, 

and finally publicly in 19: 39-42). In 3: 15-21 Jesus proclaims for the first time the basic   

Johannine theology of salvific incarnation: He is God’s Son come into the world bringing 

God’s own life, so that everyone who believes in him has eternal life. 
  

If you wish do let me know your thoughts on Nicodemus. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Parish News: 
 

From Mary Pursglove: 
 

The upside of this difficult time, is that my wee chicks have come home to roost! Many thanks 

to all those who have prayed for Ben's safe return.  I now have an empty fridge, an                

overflowing washing basket but a joyful heart ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Mary - a lovely photo. 

  

My prayers, love and thoughts. 

Shaun 

 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 


