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Dear Father, dear Deacon, dear Religious, 
  

ROSARY RALLY 

In his letter on the month of May, Pope Francis writes:   

It is traditional in this month to pray the Rosary at home within the family. The restrictions of the pandemic have 

made us come to appreciate all the more this “family” aspect, also from a spiritual point of view. For this reason I 

want you to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty OF PRAYING THE ROSARY AT HOME IN THIS 

MONTH OF May. This can be done as a group or individually; you can decide according to your own situations, 

making the most of both opportunities. The key to doing this is always simplicity and it is easy also on the internet to 

find good models of prayer to follow. 
  

In response to pope Francis’ request there has been a Rosary Mission co-hosted by the London Rosary Shrine,    

Walsingham Basilica, Carfin Grotto and Rosary on the Coast. 

I would like to invite you and your parishioners to take part in the culmination of this initiative – a Rosary 

Relay - on May 31st.  Each Diocese has been asked to encourage everyone to pray the Rosary at a designated hour. 
  

The Diocese of East Anglia has been asked to pray the Rosary between 2.00pm and 3.00pm on Sunday May 

31st, Pentecost Sunday.  I shall lead the Rosary at 2.00pm which will be live streamed from St John the Baptist’s 

cathedral that afternoon. 
  

The focus for our prayer intentions is : 

For faith, the sanctity of life and peace in the world; 

For an end to the Covid 19 virus, for the sick and dying, for the dead and the grieving, for all health workers and 

carers, for those researching for an anti-virus; 

For the protection of the common good and people’s economic livelihoods; 

For the poor, homeless and destitute; 

That the Holy Spirit will preserve us from disaster and war. 
  

I would be grateful if every member of the clergy and religious would pray the rosary at that time – either in the 

church or at home. I would also be grateful if you would put the attached notice of the Rally on your website and get 

it to as many people as possible, encouraging families to join together in the rosary.  If you are live streaming, I 

would be grateful if you would also live stream this moment of prayer as well. Thank you! 
  

PLEASE PRAY FOR the repose of the soul of Bishop Vincent Malone, the emeritus auxiliary bishop of        

Liverpool who died on Sunday as a result of the corona virus infection. He was 89 years old and in the 65th year of 

his priesthood. 
  

Meanwhile, I wish you every blessing for a joyful celebration of Ascension Day and assure you of my continued 

prayers and kindest wishes, 
  

Devotedly in Christ, 
  

+ Alan    
  

The Right Rev Alan S Hopes 

Bishop of East Anglia 
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Pentecost Sunday 
May 31st  – National Rosary Rally 9am to 9pm 

England, Wales, Scotland  
 

Publicity Notice 
 

Pope Francis is encouraging Catholics to pray the Rosary in their family homes during the month of 

May, especially when the Pandemic is making us aware of the value of our families and making it 

possible for us to pray together in lockdown at home. He encourages simple Rosaries and joining 

online Rosary initiatives to pray to Our Lady for deliverance from Covid-19 and he has composed 

two prayers for this intention.  I invite you to join in an initiative that follows on the Pope’s request, 

the Pentecost Sunday National Rosary Rally, from 9.00am to 9.00pm across Scotland England 

and Wales.  Our Diocese has been asked to pray a Rosary Hour between  2.00pm and 3.00pm.      

I warmly invite you to take part. 
 

Proposed timetable for across the Dioceses 
 

9.00am    Arundel & Brighton, Northampton and HM Forces 

10.00am   Birmingham, Nottingham & Ukranian Eparchy 

11.00am   Brentwood & Plymouth 

12 Noon   Cardiff, Portsmouth & Dunkeld 

1.00pm   Clifton, Salford & St. Andrews & Edinburgh 

2.00pm   East Anglia, Shrewsbury, Aberdeen 

3.00pm   Hallam, Southwark, Glasgow 

4.00pm   Hexham & Newcastle, Wrexham, Ordinariate OLW 

5.00pm   Lancaster, Westminster, Argyll & the Isles  

6.00pm   Leeds, Polish Mission & Galloway 

7.00pm   Liverpool, Middlesbrough & Motherwell 

8.00pm   Menevia, Paisley & Syro Malabar Eparchy 

9.00pm   Bishop John Keenan, as the May 2020 Rosary Mission Episcopal lead, will lead a final              

         Rosary at 9pm to which all are invited. 
 

This is to be led in the form of a Rosary relay Rally where the Dioceses designated in their       

Rosary Hour encourage the peoples across their Diocese to pray the Rosary either, individually, in         

families, as online prayer groups, parish groups, and where possible led online by their parish 

priests and Bishop. It does not matter what time during the specified hour that the Rosary is prayed. 

Then on the hour the next Dioceses take up the Rosary relay Rally and so on until 9pm.  
 

At 9pm the Rosary Rally will end with a Rosary being led by Bishop John Keenan from St. Mirin’s 

Cathedral in Paisley. 
 

Come Holy Spirit & Renew the Face of the Earth 

Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary, pray for us 
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