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Keeping in touch with Fr. Gordon Adam 
Sunday, 31st May 2020 

PENTECOST 
 

Dear All 
 

As ever I hope and pray this finds you well, in good spirits, and occupied.  Happy Pentecost! 
 

Well – what a weekend of live-streaming that was!  And apart from a few technical difficulties 

getting going yesterday evening, the internet and broadband did not play us up.  You will be 

pleased to know that we are now waiting for a professional company to come and survey the 

building in order to make a proposal for a long term installation to facilitate live-streaming, 

even when we eventually get back to normal.  In the long term this will allow not only      

housebound or sick parishioners to participate. It will facilitate other needs such as when     

relatives living abroad are unable to get here for events such as a wedding or funeral. 
 

And so ends Eastertide – an Eastertide of the sort we never thought we would experience, and 

never want to experience again.  Cardinal Nichols has very firmly asserted in his homily today 

(https://www.cbcew.org.uk/cardinal-nichols-now-is-the-time-for-the-phased-reopening-of-

churches/ )  that the time to start re-opening Churches and places of worship for private prayer 

is NOW.  Archbishop John Wilson of Southwark has also written an open letter to the Prime 

Minister on the subject (http://www.rcsouthwark.co.uk/ ).  It was suggested in our pre Mass 

conversation this morning as we vested that some might start to suspect that people making the 

rules and decisions might just be anti-religion and being deliberately difficult on the            

matter.  We are absolutely certain that we could open Our Lady’s for private prayer both       

before the tabernacle, and with Our Lady in the Holy House, with less risk of spread of the    

virus that any shop selling non-essential items where people can walk around freely and 

browse the goods. 
 

Just after Vespers had finished, Deacon Shaun was sent a 

photograph of a parishioner’s computer screen which was 

captioned “Greetings Oh Three in This Holy Place”.  And 

so it can never be denied that the Parish Priest was seen 

on Pentecost Sunday dressed up as Father Christmas 

wearing his Canon’s finery! 

 
 

One thing you did not quite see towards the end of Vespers was that 

when Deacon Shaun was taking the Paschal candle out it jerked as it 

came free of the candlestick and he got candlewax on his head, his hand 

and his dalmatic.  The dalmatic will probably need a visit to a dry     

cleaners before it is fit for use again.  Just as well that Timpsons have 

announced their reopening in the town centre!! 
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We return to Ordinary Time tomorrow (Although tomorrow will be the Memoria of Mary, 

Mother of the Church).  For those of you who use a Missal to follow Mass or an Office Book 

for Morning and / or Evening Prayer we return tomorrow to Week 9 of the year, Week 1 of the 

Psalter.  For Mass readings we are on Year A for Sundays and Year II for weekdays – though 

we have two more festal Sundays to come – The Most holy Trinity next week then Corpus 

Christi the week after – before we get an Ordinary Time “Green” Sunday. 
 

I will be in touch with you during the week.  Meantime keep safe, and take care of yourselves 

and those you live with. 
 

May Our Lady pray for you, and may God bless you 

 

Fr Gordon 


