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Dear Friends, 
 

I hope you are well.  
 

———————————————————— 
 

We remember and pray for the soul of Dot Eagles whose funeral is today at 1.00pm. 
 

May she rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

May those who mourn be comforted. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

Today in England is the feast day of St. Augustine of Canterbury.  
 

From https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200527/today.htm 
 

Christianity in Britain started early, but was largely 

submerged by the pagan Anglo-Saxon    invasions of 

the fifth and sixth centuries. It remained alive only in 

the far west, which remained British because it was too 

remote and inaccessible for the invaders to attack. 
 

It is said that Pope Gregory the Great saw some         

fair-haired Anglo-Saxon slaves exposed for sale in a 

market in Rome. He asked where they were from, and 

when he was told, replied non Angli, sed angeli – “not 

Angles, but angels,” and determined to secure their 

evangelization. 
 

Whatever the truth of that story, it is certain that     

Gregory did organise a party of thirty monks to travel 

to south-eastern England and spread the Gospel there, 

and chose as their leader Augustine, prior of the      

monastery of St Andrew in Rome. They landed in 597, 

and were welcomed by the king of Kent, Ethelbert, who became a Christian along with many 

of his subjects. A second wave of missionaries arrived in 601. Augustine went to Arles, in 

France, where he was consecrated archbishop of the English, and then returned to Canterbury 

to set up his see. The mission prospered, and he founded two more sees, at London and at 

Rochester in Kent. 
 

The evangelization of the country was planned in close agreement with Pope Gregory, and 

took care to respect existing traditions. Pagan temples and holy places were not to be            

destroyed, but to be converted to Christian use; and pagan feasts were to be superseded by 
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Christian ones. This is consistent with the pattern of evangelization throughout the first        

millennium, which saw Christianity as a fulfilment of what went before, rather than a           

contradiction of it. Even in Rome itself, temples of Juno had a tendency to become churches 

dedicated to Our Lady. (It is only with the Spanish colonial evangelizations of the mid-second 

millennium that the policy of making a clean break with the past began: a policy that works 

faster but whose effects are not always permanent). 
 

In the far west of Britain, where British bishops had survived the pagan invasions – or where 

they had fled to escape them – Augustine was less successful in establishing his authority. The 

traditions of the Celtic church were different from the Roman ones, and bishops who had     

guided their people for generations were not about to submit to a jumped-up missionary from 

overseas. It took several generations for the whole of Great Britain to become Christian and 

for the English and British liturgical traditions to be reconciled. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

The readings for the feast day are: 
 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 2:2-8 

A reading from the Gospel of Luke 10: 1-9 
 

So you have the references the readings for Wednesday 7th week of Easter are: 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 20: 28-38 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John  17:11-19 
 

———————————————————— 
 

The YouTube link for live stream of Mass at 4pm today from the Holy House is: 
 

https://youtu.be/gplS_vqhs_s 
 

———————————————————— 
 

It is day six for the Pentecost Novena. And the novena from the Catholic Bishops Conference 

of England and Wales can be listened to by clicking into the following link: 
 

https://soundcloud.com/catholicchurch/pentecost-novena-day-six 
 

———————————————————— 
 

My love, thoughts and prayers, 
 

God bless, 
 

Shaun 

 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 
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Daily Mass Readings 
Wednesday of the 7th Week of Eastertide 

  

First reading - Acts 20:28-38 
  

I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, and its power 
  

Paul addressed these words to the elders of the church of Ephesus: 
  

‘Be on your guard for yourselves and for all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 

the overseers, to feed the Church of God which he bought with his own blood. I know quite 

well that when I have gone fierce wolves will invade you and will have no mercy on the flock. 

Even from your own ranks there will be men coming forward with a travesty of the truth on 

their lips to induce the disciples to follow them. So be on your guard, remembering how night 

and day for three years I never failed to keep you right, shedding tears over each one of you. 

And now I commend you to God, and to the word of his grace that has power to build you up 

and to give you your inheritance among all the sanctified. 
  

‘I have never asked anyone for money or clothes; you know for yourselves that the work I did 

earned enough to meet my needs and those of my companions. I did this to show you that this 

is how we must exert ourselves to support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord          

Jesus, who himself said, “There is more happiness in giving than in receiving.”’ 
  

When he had finished speaking he knelt down with them all and prayed. By now they were all 

in tears; they put their arms round Paul’s neck and kissed him; what saddened them most was 

his saying they would never see his face again. Then they escorted him to the ship. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

  

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 67(68):29-30, 33-36 
  

Kingdoms of the earth, sing to God. 
  

Show forth, O God, show forth your might, 

your might, O God, which you have shown for us. 

For the sake of your temple high in Jerusalem 

may kings come to you bringing their tribute. 

Kingdoms of the earth, sing to God. 
 

Kingdoms of the earth, sing to God, praise the Lord 

who rides on the heavens, the ancient heavens. 

He thunders his voice, his mighty voice. 

Come, acknowledge the power of God. 

Kingdoms of the earth, sing to God. 
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His glory is on Israel; his might is in the skies. 

God is to be feared in his holy place. 

He is the Lord, Israel’s God. 

He gives strength and power to his people. 

Blessed be God! 

Kingdoms of the earth, sing to God. 

  

Gospel Acclamation 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Go, make disciples of all the nations. 

I am with you always; yes, to the end of time. 

Alleluia! 

  

Gospel - John 17:11-19 
  

Father, keep those you have given me true to your name 
  

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said: 

‘Holy Father, 

keep those you have given me true to your name, 

so that they may be one like us. 

While I was with them, 

I kept those you had given me true to your name. 

I have watched over them 

and not one is lost 

except the one who chose to be lost, 

and this was to fulfil the scriptures. 

But now I am coming to you 

and while still in the world I say these things 

to share my joy with them to the full. 

I passed your word on to them, 

and the world hated them, 

because they belong to the world 

no more than I belong to the world. 

I am not asking you to remove them from the world, 

but to protect them from the evil one. 

They do not belong to the world 

any more than I belong to the world. 

Consecrate them in the truth; 

your word is truth. 

As you sent me into the world, 

I have sent them into the world, 

and for their sake I consecrate myself 

so that they too may be consecrated in truth.’ 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

The Feast Day of 

St. Augustine of Canterbury 

Bishop 

27th May 



St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop 
 

Saint Augustine of Canterbury, also called Austin, (born 

Rome?—died May 26, 604/605, Canterbury, Kent,      

England; feast day in England and Wales May 26,       

elsewhere May 28), first archbishop of Canterbury and 

the apostle to England, who founded the Christian church 

in southern England. 
 

Probably of aristocratic birth, Augustine was prior of the 

Benedictine monastery of St. Andrew, Rome, when 

Pope St. Gregory I the Great chose him to lead an          

unprecedented mission of about 40 monks to England, 

which was then largely pagan. They left in June 596, but, 

arriving in southern Gaul, they were warned of the perils 

awaiting them and sent Augustine back to Rome. There 

Gregory encouraged him with letters of commendation 

(dated July 23, 596), and he set out once more. 
 

The entourage landed in the spring of 597 on the Isle of Thanet, off the southeast coast of   

England, and was well received by King Aethelberht (Ethelbert) I of Kent, who gave the     

missionaries a dwelling place in Canterbury and the old St. Martin’s Church, where he allowed 

them to preach. With Aethelberht’s support, their work led to many conversions, including that 

of the King. In the following autumn Augustine was consecrated bishop of the English by      

St. Virgilius at Arles. 
 

Thousands of Aethelberht’s subjects were reportedly baptized by Augustine on Christmas Day 

597, and he subsequently dispatched two of his monks to Rome with a report of this               

extraordinary event and a request for further help and advice. They returned in 601 with 

the pallium (i.e., symbol of metropolitan jurisdiction) from Gregory for Augustine and with 

more missionaries, including the celebrated saints Mellitus, Justus, and Paulinus. Gregory, 

with whom Augustine corresponded throughout his apostolate, directed him to purify pagan 

temples for Christian worship and to consecrate 12 suffragan bishops; thus, he was given      

authority over the bishops in Britain, and the evangelization of the Kingdom of Kent began. 
 

Augustine founded Christ Church, Canterbury, as his cathedral and the monastery of SS. Peter 

and Paul (known after his death as St. Augustine’s, where the early archbishops were buried), 

which came to rank as the second Benedictine house in all Europe. Canterbury thus was         

established as the primatial see of England, a position maintained thereafter. In 604 he           

established the episcopal sees of London (for the East Saxons), consecrating Mellitus as its 

bishop, and of Rochester, consecrating Justus as its bishop. 
 

At a conference with British bishops, Augustine tried in vain to unify the British (Celtic) 

churches of North Wales and the churches he was founding. A second conference, his last    

recorded act, proved equally fruitless. Augustine was buried at SS. Peter and Paul. 
 

———————————————————— 
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