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Mass Readings for  

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

First reading - Isaiah 55:1-3 
  

Come and eat 
  

Thus says the Lord: 
  

Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; 

though you have no money, come! 

Buy corn without money, and eat, 

and, at no cost, wine and milk. 

Why spend money on what is not bread, 

your wages on what fails to satisfy? 

Listen, listen to me, and you will have good things to eat 

and rich food to enjoy. 

Pay attention, come to me; 

listen, and your soul will live. 

With you I will make an everlasting covenant 

out of the favours promised to David. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

  

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 144(145):8-9, 15-18 
  

You open wide your hand, O Lord 

you grant our desires. 
  

The Lord is kind and full of compassion, 

  slow to anger, abounding in love. 

How good is the Lord to all, 

  compassionate to all his creatures. 

You open wide your hand, O Lord 

you grant our desires. 
  

The eyes of all creatures look to you 

  and you give them their food in due time. 

You open wide your hand 

  grant the desires of all who live. 

You open wide your hand, O Lord 

you grant our desires. 
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The Lord is just in all his ways 

  and loving in all his deeds. 

He is close to all who call him 

  who call on him from their hearts, 

You open wide your hand, O Lord 

you grant our desires. 

  

Second reading - Romans :35, 37-39 
  

No created thing can ever come between us and the love of God made visible in Christ 
  

Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or   

being persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked. These are 

the trials through which we triumph, by the power of him who loved us. 
  

For I am certain of this: neither death nor life, no angel, no prince, nothing that exists, nothing 

still to come, not any power, or height or depth, nor any created thing, can ever come between 

us and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

  

Gospel Acclamation 
  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Man does not live on bread alone, 

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

Alleluia! 

  

Gospel - Matthew 14:13-21 
  

The feeding of the five thousand 
  

When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist’s death he withdrew by boat to a lonely 

place where they could be by themselves. But the people heard of this and, leaving the towns, 

went after him on foot. So as he stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; and he took pity on 

them and healed their sick. 
  

When evening came, the disciples went to him and said, ‘This is a lonely place, and the time 

has slipped by; so send the people away, and they can go to the villages to buy themselves 

some food.’ Jesus replied, ‘There is no need for them to go: give them something to eat      

yourselves.’ But they answered ‘All we have with us is five loaves and two fish.’ ‘Bring them 

here to me’ he said. He gave orders that the people were to sit down on the grass; then he took 

the five loaves and the two fish, raised his eyes to heaven and said the blessing. And breaking 

the loaves handed them to his disciples who gave them to the crowds. They all ate as much as 

they wanted, and they collected the scraps remaining; twelve baskets full. Those who ate   

numbered about five thousand men, to say nothing of women and children. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

———————————————————— 

 



The True Miracle 
  

Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time. 

Fr David McLean suggests that the greatest miracle of Christ is the gift of compassion. 

On the face of it, in today’s Gospel reading we have an account of one of Jesus’ miracles, 

where he feeds 5000 with just five loaves and two fish. It testifies to Jesus’ divine power. In 

number, it surpasses those satisfied in similar miraculous feedings in the Old Testament,       

suggesting that, in Jesus, we have something on offer from God that is far greater than what 

has gone before: the offer of a new covenant with God that cannot be broken. 
  

It also, however, encourages in us a desire to minister to those in need, even when the situation 

seems impossible. Jesus is seeking solitude with his disciples, but they are followed by the 

crowds. Jesus did not send the people away to fend for themselves. Instead, he stood firm in 

his faith, prayed to God, and took the initiative to feed the people. He had no responsibility to 

do this but was driven by his compassion for people in need. A compassion that we all share. 

Jesus is not annoyed by the persistence of the crowd, but instead has compassion for them. He 

observes that they are like sheep without a shepherd. There is a suggestion here that             

ministering to others includes providing leadership. 
  

For us, that could mean leadership in the church, including vocations to the priesthood and the 

religious life. Alternatively, it could mean active participation in the life of the parish. Also, it 

could mean providing leadership in the communities in which we live. For the laity, there is 

the option of entering local politics, or even national or international politics. Politics is an    

area where matters really can look impossible from a church perspective, where the issues of 

the day are far distant from the concerns of the Church. There certainly is a need for politicians 

 



motivated by faith to speak up for the real needs of the crowd. 
  

The needs of the people explicitly talked about in today’s Gospel reading are food and        

physical sustenance. There will undoubtedly be allusions to the need for spiritual food and   

sustenance of the spirit, but there is still the need for actual food. The need for actual food is 

just as pertinent today as it has ever been. The hungry are with us today as much as ever. It 

may be more obvious, however, that the hunger results from human shortcomings. 
  

Yemen will do as an example, though there are many more: Yemen is a country which is quite 

capable of feeding itself, yet people starve, and newborn babies go hungry. The people are    

suffering and now have COVID-19 to contend with, which is a challenge even to the most    

developed countries. This situation arises from the intractable civil war that has been raging 

for years. Intractable, because the regional superpowers (Iran versus Saudi Arabia and UAE) 

fight a proxy war by constantly rearming their chosen faction in the civil war within Yemen. In 

their turn, the global superpowers support their chosen regional power. The result is that the 

war goes on and on, and the people suffer and go hungry. The people of Yemen suffer as a     

result of human sin, even if it is sin by omission, the sin of doing nothing. If ever there was a 

need for politicians who would speak out for a suffering people, Yemen is it. 
  

In all today's readings we are told that God will provide food for all those who trust in him. 

That trust does not mean waiting for a miracle. In Christ we have a solution to famines, but not 

the solution of miraculous intervention. Faith is not about waiting for God to do things for us, 

but about us doing what God wants. Famine is not a call to faith but is rather the result of lack 

of faith. There is famine in the world, because we do not live as God wants us to live. 
  

Perhaps today’s readings ask us to act on our compassion for those in need, whether by word 

or deed, and trust that others will see the justice of our cause and join us. Then, a dire situation 

which seems impossible may receive Christ’s love through our actions.  
  

Readings: Isaiah 55:1-3 | Romans 8:35, 37-39 | Matthew 14:13-21 
 

Fr. David M. McLean O.P. is a chaplain to the Royal Navy.  
 

———————————————————— 

Saturday, 1st August 

Vigil Mass at 6.00pm 

Intentions : 

Driscoll & Tomlyn Families 

———————————————————— 

Sunday, 2nd August 

The Dedication of the Church 

 Intentions : 

People of the Parish 

Margaret Campbell RIP 

———————————————————— 
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