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Dear Friends, 
 

Today is the memorial of St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the 

Church. 
 

He was born in Alexandria. He assisted Bishop Alexander at the 

Council of Nicaea and later succeeded him as bishop. He fought 

hard against   Arianism all his life, undergoing many sufferings 

and spending a total of 17 years in exile. He wrote outstanding 

works to explain and defend orthodoxy. 

 

 

  

The Month of May-the Month of Mary 

 

The month of May is a special time for us Catholics, to pay homage 

to our Blessed Mother Mary- so I thought I would share with you 

some research I have be doing for Mary and the month of May. 

(Some of the resources I have used I have listed at the end) 
 

Mary has a unique role in salvation history as the Mother of God, 

conceived without Sin, who by her own free will agreed to bring 

the “Word made flesh", (John 1:14) our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ into the world. 
 

Mary is prefigured as the one who would crush the head of the    

serpent (a figure of Satan) in Genesis 3:15 through her Divine Son. Still she in no way        

overshadows Him, nor would she ever wish to! 
 

Her life in the Gospel years was one of service and great devotion to Jesus, from the cave in 

Bethlehem where she gave birth to Him, to Calvary in Jerusalem where she stood by His cross 

in His Crucifixion, from Crib to Cross, as it were. 
 

Some Biblical References: 
 

Luke 1:26-38 -The Annunciation where Mary says “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it 

be with me according to your word” 
 

Luke is 1:46-55 - The Magnificat where Mary says “My Soul proclaims the greatness of the 

Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour” 
 

John 2:1-12 -The Wedding at Cana where Mary says “Do whatever he tells you” 
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Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
 

CC963 -Since the Virgin Mary's role in the mystery of Christ and the Spirit has been treated, it 

is fitting now to consider her place in the mystery of the Church. "The Virgin Mary . . . is 

acknowledged and honored as being truly the Mother of God and of the redeemer. . . . She is 

'clearly the mother of the members of Christ' . . . since she has by her charity joined in bringing 

about the birth of believers in the Church, who are members of its head. Mary, Mother of 

Christ, Mother of the Church. 
 

CC971- All generations will call me blessed": "The Church's devotion to the Blessed Virgin is 

intrinsic to Christian worship." The Church rightly honors "the Blessed Virgin with special de-

votion. From the most ancient times the Blessed Virgin has been honored with the title of 

'Mother of God,' to whose protection the faithful fly in all their dangers and needs. . . . This 

very special devotion . . . differs essentially from the adoration which is given to the incarnate 

Word and equally to the Father and the Holy Spirit, and greatly fosters this adoration." The li-

turgical feasts dedicated to the Mother of God and Marian prayer, such as the rosary, an 

"epitome of the whole Gospel," express this devotion to the Virgin Mary. 
 

CC972 -After speaking of the Church, her origin, mission, and destiny, we can find no better 

way to conclude than by looking to Mary. In her we contemplate what the Church already is in 

her mystery on her own "pilgrimage of faith," and what she will be in the homeland at the end 

of her journey. There, "in the glory of the Most Holy and Undivided Trinity," "in the commun-

ion of all the saints," the Church is awaited by the one she venerates as Mother of her Lord and 

as her own mother. In the meantime, the Mother of Jesus, in the glory which she possesses in 

body and soul in heaven, is the image and beginning of the Church as it is to be perfected in 

the world to come. Likewise, she shines forth on earth until the day of the Lord shall come, a 

sign of certain hope and comfort to the pilgrim People of God. 

  

The Month of Mary and the Popes 
 

The practice of honouring Mary during the month of May has been especially recommended 

by the Popes. Pius XII made frequent reference to it and in his great Encyclical on the Sacred 

Liturgy (Mediator Dei) characterized it as one of "other exercises of piety which although not 

strictly belonging to the Sacred Liturgy, are nevertheless of special import and dignity, and 

may be considered in a certain way to be an addition to the liturgical cult: they have been      

approved and praised over and over again by the Apostolic See and by the Bishops". 
 

Paul VI wrote a short encyclical in 1965 using the Month of Mary devotion as a means of      

obtaining prayers for peace. He urged the faithful to make use of this practice which is 

"gladdening and consoling" and by which the Blessed Virgin Mary is honoured and the     

Christian people are enriched with spiritual gifts". 
 

In May of 2002 Pope John Paul II said, "Today we begin the month dedicated to Our Lady a 

favourite of popular devotion. In accord with a long-standing tradition of devotion, parishes 

and families continue to make the month of May a 'Marian' month, celebrating it with many 

devout liturgical, catechetical and pastoral initiatives!" 

 

 



May Crowning 
 

May is Mary’s month-  And during May, throughout the Catholic world, special devotions 

honour the Virgin Mary.  “May Crowning” is a traditional Catholic ritual that occurs in the 

month of May and it recognizes Mary as Queen of heaven and earth.  Since medieval times, 

there has been a correlation between Mary and the month of May. May is considered the      

season of the beginning of new life.  “May Crowning” marks a new spiritual season. Our 

Mary, Queen of heaven and earth, lifted us right out of the last long, cold days of winter and 

firmly planted our hearts in the warm and promising soil of spring. 
 

During the Holy Mass on May Crowning day, a wreath of 

flowers and herbs is placed on the statue of Mary.  The act of 

crowning is rooted in the view of Mary as the Queen of    

Heaven. As you know we always mark this in our Parish.  
 

The crown of flowers has been made for the crowning of 

Mary at the beginning of the 11.30am Mass tomorrow which 

will be live streamed. 
 

Plus in preparation you may wish to listen to the following 

link “Bring Flowers of the Rarest” The words and tune may 

be familiar to you.  

https://youtu.be/lPISwWu7IKA 
 

Resources used: 

https://www.ourcatholicprayers.com/month-of-mary.html 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/05_1.cfm 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p123a9p6.htm 

  

  

Letter: 
 

Attached for you is a letter from the 5 Catholic Archbishops of England and Wales.  
 

Some words from the beginning of the letter: 
 

The radiance of the risen Lord shines upon us. At a time when so many shadows are cast into 

our lives, and upon our world, the light of the resurrection shines forever to renew and restore 

our hope. In the words of our Holy Father, Pope Francis: ‘In the midst of isolation when we 

are suffering from a lack of tenderness and chances to meet up, and we experience the loss of 

so many things, let us once again listen to the proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is 

living by our side.’ (27 March 2020) 

  

CAFOD Coronavirus Emergency Appeal 
 

Just in case you are in a position to be able to help I am sharing this with you: 
 

CAFOD launched its coronavirus emergency appeal on 30 April. The effects of coronavirus on 

developing countries where CAFOD works are likely to be devastating. Families without 

enough to eat and without access to clean water and healthcare are particularly vulnerable to 
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coronavirus. The poorest and most marginalised communities will be pushed further into pov-

erty. Your prayers and gifts are needed now more than ever to help protect the lives of those in 

poor communities. While we are not able to hold physical collections in our church, you can 

donate as individuals at: 
 

https://cafod.org.uk/Give/Donate-to-Emergencies/Coronavirus-appeal 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a lovely Saturday. 
 

May our Lady pray for us. 
 

God bless, 
 

Shaun 

 
Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 
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A People who Hope in Christ 

A Message from the Metropolitan Archbishops 
of the Catholic Church in England and Wales 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

The radiance of the risen Lord shines upon us. At a time when so many shadows are cast into 

our lives, and upon our world, the light of the resurrection shines forever to renew and restore 

our hope. In the words of our Holy Father, Pope Francis: ‘In the midst of isolation when we are 

suffering from a lack of tenderness and chances to meet up, and we experience the loss of so 

many things, let us once again listen to the proclamation that saves us: he is risen and is living 

by our side.’ (27 March 2020) 
 

The impact of Covid-19, both nationally and internationally, has been immense. So much of 

what we take for granted has changed. Our health and physical interaction, our capacity to 

travel and gather, have all been affected. There is uncertainty in our future, especially with 

work and the country’s economy. As we know, very sadly, large numbers of people have died 

because of the coronavirus, and others have been or remain seriously ill. Keyworkers, not least 

in the National Health Service and care sectors, are serving selflessly to sustain the life of our 

nation. Our hearts and prayers go out to everyone who is suffering because of Covid-19, and to 

all those battling to overcome its effects. May those who have died rest in peace and those who 

are bereaved find comfort. 
 

When the Prime Minister announced the lockdown, this included places of worship and     

therefore Catholic churches. These measures were put in place to stem the general            

transmission of the virus. It is right that the Catholic community fulfils its role in contributing 

to the preservation of life and the common good of society. This must continue until the        

restrictions applied by the Government are lifted. 
 

None of us would want to be in the situation in which we find ourselves. While the               

live-streaming of the Mass and other devotions is playing an important part in maintaining the 

life of faith, there is no substitute for Catholics being able to physically attend and participate 

in the celebration of the Mass and the other sacraments. Our faith is expressed powerfully and 

beautifully though ‘seeing, touching, and tasting.’ We know that every bishop and every priest 

recognises the pain of Catholics who, at present, cannot pray in church or receive the             

sacraments. This weighs heavily on our hearts. We are deeply moved by the Eucharistic    

yearning expressed by so many members of the faithful. We thank you sincerely for your love 

for the Lord Jesus, present in the sacraments and supremely so in the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass. The bishops and priests of every diocese are remembering you and your loved ones at 

Mass each day in our churches as we pray ‘in hope of health and wellbeing.’ We thank our 

priests for this faithfulness to their calling. 
 

As the Government’s restrictions are relaxed step by step, we look forward to opening our 

churches and resuming our liturgical, spiritual, catechetical and pastoral life step by step. This 

will also be of service to those beyond the Catholic Church who depend on our charitable      

activity and outreach through which much goodness is shared by so many volunteers from our 

communities. 



None of us knows, as yet, how or when the lockdown will end. There is likely to be a phased 

return to travelling and gathering. As a church, we are now planning for this time and our      

discussions with the statutory public health agencies and Government representatives are       

ongoing. Together with Catholics across England and Wales we desire the opening of our 

churches and access to the sacraments. Until then, we are continuing to pray and prepare. 
 

We want to acknowledge with gratitude the service of our fellow bishops and priests, our     

deacons and religious, our families and lay faithful, together with all our parish and school 

communities, for the wonderful ways the life of the faith is being nourished at this time,        

especially in the home. We also pay tribute to the Catholic organisations and networks that are 

working to support the vulnerable and needy. 
 

On that first Easter day, the disciples were in lockdown and the doors were closed. In their    

isolation the Lord Jesus came among them and said ‘Peace be with you.’ May the peace of the 

risen Lord reign in our hearts and homes as we look forward to the day we can enter church 

again and gather around the altar to offer together the Sacrifice of Praise. 
 

We unite in asking the intercession of Our Blessed Lady and assure you of our prayers and 

blessing 

 

Yours devotedly in Christ, 

 

+  Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster 

+  Malcolm McMahon OP, Archbishop of Liverpool 

+  Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham 

+  George Stack, Archbishop of Cardiff 

+  John Wilson, Archbishop of Southwark 


