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Good morning, 
 

Warm greetings to you on this Monday morning. What a wonderful day yesterday with the      

Re-dedication of England as the Dowry of Mary. 
 

Attached is the Re-dedication letter from Pope Francis. 
 

Apologies for the length of today’s e mail. I have been inspired by a few things which I wanted 

to share with you this morning to help you through your day.  
 

Today’s Gospel reading at Mass is from John 8: 1-11. 
 

In this Gospel story we see different kinds of people coming to Jesus. We have all the people, 

we have the Scribes and the Pharisees, and we have the woman who had committed adultery. 
 

• People are eager to hear Jesus and his teaching - are we eager to listen to Jesus?  

    Let us spend time today listening to what Jesus has to say to us. 
 

• The Scribes and Pharisees are sure they are right, and want to use this situation looking 

for something they can use against Jesus. But through the words of Jesus they could see 

that they were also sinners and went away. A powerful message - How often do we accuse 

others without looking at ourselves?  
 

• The woman must have been so surprised at the words of Jesus. “Neither do I condemn 

you” -a lovely acceptance from Jesus which must have left a lasting impression on her. 

Jesus accepts us for who we are-whatever we have done, through forgiveness of our sins. 

A meeting with Jesus is always a life-giving experience, as he himself has said “I am the 

Way, the Truth and the Life”. 
 

The second reading from the Office of readings for today is by St John Fisher, bishop and    

martyr which I thought I would share with you: 
 

From http://www.liturgies.net/Liturgies/Catholic/loh/loh.htm#lent 
 

(Also available on https://universalis.com/20200330/readings.htm) 

 

A reading from the commentary of St John Fisher on the Psalms 
 

If anyone should sin, we have an advocate before the Father 
 

Our High priest is Christ Jesus, our sacrifice is his precious body which he offered on the altar 

of the cross for the salvation of all men. 
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The blood that was poured out for our redemption was not that of goats or calves (as in the old 

law) but that of the most innocent lamb, Christ Jesus our Saviour. 
 

The temple in which our high priest offered sacrifice was not one made by hands but built by 

the power of God alone. For he shed his blood in the sight of the world, a temple fashioned by 

the hand of God alone. 
 

This temple, however, has two parts. The first is the earth, which we now inhabit. The second 

is as yet unknown to us mortals. 
 

Christ first offered sacrifice here on earth, when he underwent his most bitter death. Then, 

clothed in the new garment of immortality, with his own blood he entered into the holy of     

holies, that is, into heaven. There he also displayed before the throne of the heavenly Father 

that blood of immeasurable price which he had poured out seven times on behalf of all men 

subject to sin. 
 

This sacrifice is so pleasing and acceptable to God that as soon as he has seen it he must       

immediately have pity on us and extend clemency to all who are truly repentant. 
 

Moreover, it is eternal. It is offered not only each year (as with the Jews) but also each day for 

our consolation, and indeed at every hour and moment as well, so that we may have the 

strongest reason for comfort. That is why the Apostle adds: He has secured an eternal            

redemption. 
 

All who have embarked on true contrition and penance for the sins they have committed, and 

are firmly resolved not to commit sins again for the future but to persevere constantly in that 

pursuit of virtues which they have now begun, all these become sharers in this holy and eternal 

sacrifice. 
 

St. John sets this before us in these words: My little children, I am writing this to you so that 

you many not sin. But if anyone does sin we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous one. And he is the propitiation for our sins, and not only for our sins but also for 

those of the whole world. 

 

As we have just read a passage from St John Fisher I would also like to share with you from 

the Fisher House website (https://fisherhouse.org.uk/) some history on St John Fisher: 
 

St John Fisher (canonized 1935), Patron Saint of the Chaplaincy, was born at Beverley, in 

Yorkshire in 1469. His family was wealthy enough money to send him, aged fourteen, to study 

at Michaelhouse (later absorbed into Trinity College). He proved a proficient scholar, gained 

a doctorate in theology, and stayed on to teach. The great reforming scholar Erasmus wrote to 

him: “I know how much time you spend in the library which is to you a very paradise“. 
 

However, St John was not by any means detached from the real world; rather, it was his belief 

that understanding Christianity, making sense of the Bible and the Church’s tradition, gave 

insight into what really mattered in life – the choices between good and evil, and the             

forgiveness of God. Such intellectual understanding was also an essential element in          

spreading the Gospel; John Fisher was instrumental the foundation of two colleges at        

Cambridge (Christ’s and St John’s) and Erasmus tells us that part of his intention in these 

foundations was the formation of preachers. To further his scheme for the advancement of      
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religion, he brought about the creation of a new post in the Divinity Faculty, the Lady           

Margaret Chair, of which he was the first holder in 1503. 
 

By the time he became Bishop of Rochester in 1504, St John Fisher had made powerful 

friends. His career was advanced by the support of King Henry VII’s mother, Lady Margaret 

Beaufort, to whom he was confessor and chaplain, and he rose from being a professor of      

theology to Chancellor of Cambridge University. However, the actions of Henry VIII in the 

1530s that secured total royal control of the English Church forced Bishop Fisher to choose 

between his earthly status and his commitment to the Catholic Faith. As confessor to the 

Queen, Catherine of Aragon, he could not support King Henry’s marriage to Anne Boleyn, or 

the King’s new claim to authority and the corresponding rejection of the papal authority.     

Bishop Fisher appeared on Queen Catherine’s behalf before the Papal legates at Blackfriars; 

and wrote a treatise against the divorce that was widely read. Despite battling hard to stiffen 

the opposition of the English bishops to the changes in religion, and his own fearless                    

testimony, the English Church broke its ties with Rome and its communion with the successor 

of Peter. 
 

In April 1534, having refused the Oath prescribed by the Act of Succession, Bishop Fisher was 

arrested and confined to the Tower of London, and on 17 June 1535 was tried and condemned 

to death. In May 1535, Pope Paul III, mistakenly assuming that King Henry VIII still retained 

some respect for the offices of the Church, had created John Fisher a Cardinal, but the King’s 

cruelly jested that he would see that Fisher would have no head upon which to set his          

Cardinal’s hat. On 22 June 1535 at the age of sixty six, so weak and gaunt that he was carried 

to Tower Hill in a chair, John Fisher was beheaded at Tower Hill, having first recited the          

Te Deum and the psalm In Te Domine Speravi. His head was impaled on a pole on London 

Bridge, until it was discarded to make way for that of St Thomas More, a fortnight later. 
 

On the 9th of December 1886, together with Thomas More, he was beatified by Pope Leo XIII. 

He was canonised, with Thomas More, on 19 May 1935 by Pope Pius XI. His feast day,          

celebrated jointly with St Thomas More, is on 22 June (the date of Fisher’s execution). 
  

I have an interest in Fisher House as I work in Cambridge and often visit the chapel and     

Monsignor Mark Langham is my spiritual director. I looked up the history of Fisher House for 

you which I found interesting: 
 

The Cambridge University Catholic Chaplaincy, now popularly known as Fisher House, was 

founded by papal indult in 1895, when Catholics were allowed once more to read for degrees 

at Oxford and Cambridge. Since 1924 Fisher House, a cluster of two sixteenth century houses, 

has been its home. The chaplain is Monsignor Mark Langham (a priest of the Archdiocese of 

Westminster and former Administrator of Westminster Cathedral); the assistant chaplains are 

Sister Ann Swailes, OP and Father Chase Pepper, a priest of the Society of the Holy Cross. 
 

The chaplaincy is open daily to all Catholic members of the University, from undergraduates 

to fellows. There are three Sunday Masses (a said English vigil Mass, sung Latin Mass and 

sung English Mass), and a daily Mass. During the exam period, Lauds is also celebrated.       

College representatives also help to organise periodic Masses in College chapels. 
 

Oxford and Cambridge opened their doors to Catholics in 1871 after the repeal of the Test Acts 

which had excluded Catholics from the ancient universities. However, the Catholic hierarchy, 



believing that it would be impossible for the students to attend Oxford and Cambridge without 

being corrupted by an increasing atmosphere of liberalism and scepticism, forbade Catholics 

to attend, and sought instead to found a Catholic university in London. This decision was met 

with public outcry from wealthy laity who wished for their sons to attend Oxbridge colleges. 

Following the death of Cardinal Manning, who had been implacably opposed to Catholics    

attending Oxford or Cambridge, a petition led by the Catholic Cambridge fellow Baron       

Anatole von Hügel was presented to the Bishops and the ban was lifted in 1896 with the       

condition that a chaplaincy be established to provide teaching on philosophy, history and        

religion. 
 

As a consequence, the Oxford and Cambridge Catholic Education Board was founded, and 

Henry Fitzalan-Howard, 15th Duke of Norfolk, purchased property at St Edmund’s House, 

where the Catholic Chaplaincy was established, with Fr Edmund Nolan as first chaplain. The 

very first lectures were given by Cuthbert Butler, OSB, entitled “Questions of the Day”. At the 

same time, the Fisher Society was established by Cambridge students as a literary and           

debating society. 
 

https://fisherhouse.org.uk/about-fisher-house/ 
 

I wish you a good Monday - I have a day of video conferencing meetings ahead of me, so I 

better walk Queenie, the greyhound and have some breakfast before the day starts. 

 

God bless Shaun  

 

Deacon Shaun Morrison  

07880 600094 
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Attachment - Letter from the Pope to Cardinal Vincent Nichols 


