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Deacon Shaun’s Latest News 
 

Good morning, 
 

With apologies. The email system seems to be playing up this morning and as a result it looks 

like a few of you may have received my email, with at least half of you with it not being sent 

and with some of you who knows where the email has gone. 
 

The joy of technology! My BT email reset overnight and it now tells me I cannot send more 

than 100 emails at the same time and there seems to be a limit on gmail so scratching my head 

this morning to solve this.  Anyway enough about me, may I wish you a lovely Saturday       

despite the rain. I am sure gardeners and farmers and of course the ducks will be happy.  
 

———————————————————— 
 

Today we keep Our Lady on Saturday. 
 

Universalis tells us: 
 

Saturday memorials of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

‘On Saturdays in Ordinary Time when there is no     

obligatory memorial, an optional memorial of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary is allowed. 
 

‘Saturdays stand out among those days dedicated 

to the Virgin Mary. These are designated as        

memorials of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This         

memorial derives from Carolingian times            

(9th century), but the reasons for having chosen 

Saturday for its observance are unknown. While many explanations of this choice have been 

advanced, none is completely satisfactory from the point of view of the history of popular      

piety. 
 

‘Whatever its historical origins may be, today the memorial rightly emphasizes certain values 

to which contemporary spirituality is more sensitive. It is a remembrance of the maternal      

example and discipleship of the Blessed Virgin Mary who, strengthened by faith and hope, on 

that “great Saturday” on which Our Lord lay in the tomb, was the only one of the disciples to 

hold vigil in expectation of the Lord’s resurrection. It is a prelude and introduction to the     

celebration of Sunday, the weekly memorial of the Resurrection of Christ. It is a sign that the 

Virgin Mary is continuously present and operative in the life of the Church.’ 

 
Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy (2001), §188 

 

 

mailto:parishpriest763@gmail.com
http://www.catholicparish-kingslynn.org.uk


As usual the Mass readings are attached for you and published on the parish website.  
 

http://www.catholicparish-kingslynn.org.uk/ 
 

Also the sheet has additional information for you about the Saint of the day and about            

honouring the Blessed Virgin Mary on a Saturday.  
 

———————————————————— 
 

Saints for 6th June:  
 

Saint Norbert (1080 - 1134) 
 

From https://universalis.com/europe.england.eastanglia/20200606/today.htm 
 

He was born in Xanten in the Rhineland. He came from a noble family and lived a worldly life 

at the courts of the Archbishop of Cologne (where he held some minor benefices) and of the 

Emperor Henry V. 
 

At the age of 35 he had a narrow escape from death and his life changed. He became a priest 

and was full of reforming zeal, which so antagonized the clergy of Xanten that they denounced 

him as a hypocrite. So he sold or gave away all his possessions and made his way to the Pope 

(who was then in southern France). The Pope gave him permission to preach wherever he 

lived, and he travelled through France and Germany preaching. Others joined him, and a     

community was started in the valley of Prémontré near Laon, which developed into an order 

(the Premonstratensian Order) with a number of abbeys. Meanwhile Norbert continued        

travelling and preaching, until he was consecrated Archbishop of Magdeburg. He threw      

himself into his new task with his usual enthusiasm, reforming what had been a rather corrupt 

diocese, antagonizing the clergy (who had established a comfortable life for themselves) and 

some of the laity, who had quietly taken possession of unwatched church properties – several 

attempts were made to murder him. He also preached the gospel to the pagans of the district, 

and died (of natural causes) in 1134. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

In Ireland today it is the memorial of Saint Jarlath (- 540/550) 
 

He founded a monastery at Tuam and became the first Bishop of that see. 
 

From https://www.catholicireland.net/saintoftheday/st-jarlath-445-550-patron-of-tuam/ 
 

Jarlath is regarded as the founder and patron saint of the Archdiocese of Tuam in Galway,      

Ireland. 
 

Summary of St Jarlath, bishop. Very little is known of Jarlath. His first foundation was in 

Clonfush near Tuam. Later he founded a monastery in Tuam. He is said to have taught        

Brendan of Clonfert and Colman of Cloyne. Jarlath is the abbot-bishop associated with the 

archdiocese of Tuam that includes parts of the counties of Mayo, Galway and Roscommon. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

And in Australia and New Zealand on 6th June they remember Saint Marcellin Champagnat 

(1789 - 1840) 
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He was born at Marlhes, a village in the mountains of south-eastern France. The village was 

poor, and Marcellin had virtually no education. When he was 14, a priest who was passing 

through the village helped him to recognise his vocation to the priesthood, and he began to 

study. Life was hard, and he was tempted to give up, but he was ordained priest in 1816. 
 

By then he, with other seminarians, had conceived the idea of a Society of Mary, to include 

teaching brothers who would work with children who were deprived of Christian education by 

the remoteness of the areas in which they lived. 
 

When Marcellin was working as a curate, an encounter with a dying 17-year-old boy, with the 

body of a weak 12-year-old and complete ignorance of Christianity, convinced him that it was 

time to act. In 1817 he founded the Marist Brothers. Mostly teenage peasants themselves, they 

were taught how to pray and live in religious community and sent them out to be teachers and 

religious educators themselves. They went into the remotest villages and taught children, and 

often the adults, the rudiments of the faith, and how to read and write. 
 

There were many difficulties, not least the incomprehension of the local clergy, but things 

gradually got better. Marcellin was freed from his parish duties in 1825 and in 1836 the 

Church recognised the Society of Mary and entrusted to it the missions of Oceania. The first 

missionaries were sent out in the same year. 
 

Worn out by the effort of obtaining official recognition, and after suffering long and painfully 

from cancer, Marcellin died on 6 June 1840.  
 

The Marist Brothers began their ministry in Australia in 1872 and it continues in all States and 

Territories today. It began when Marcellin Champagnat said ‘yes’ to God, through the          

invitation of a local priest for him to go to the seminary and begin his training as a priest. By 

1817, Marcellin was ordained and had begun his educational work in the parishes around      

Lavalla in southern France. ‘Every diocese fits into our plans’ he declared. We are grateful this 

now includes dioceses in Australia. Marcellin died on June 6th 1840 and so each year, around 

this time, we celebrate Marcellin’s commitment to God and young people during what is 

called ‘Champagnat Week’. 
 

———————————————————— 
 

 

 

Bishop Arnold’s homily from Thursday evening is now available on 

soundcloud and can be accessed through the following link: 
 

Bishop Arnold: “Think globally” post-pandemic about the care we 

have for each other by Catholic Church 

 

 

———————————————————— 
 

With my love, thoughts and prayers, 
 

Shaun 
 

Deacon Shaun Morrison 

07880 600094 
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