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Dear All 
 

As ever, I hope this finds you well and with plenty to keep you occupied. 
 

Today is the last Sunday of the liturgical year, the Solemnity of Christ the King.  I am finishing 

this off having just returned from watching with Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament in Our  

Lady’s Church and it was good to see a steady flow of parishioners coming in to spend some 

time praying in the sacred presence.  It appears that the next few days will bring news about 

what the Government plans will be for when the current restrictions end on December 

2nd.  Hopefully we will be together again for Mass, and able to resume our planning for     

Christmas. 
 

When I wrote to you last weekend it was on the serious matter of vaccinations for Covid 

19.  Well goodness me – it’s like waiting for the bus.  Suddenly lots all come at once!!  I     

suppose it is not too surprising, because lots of scientists began working round about the same 

time on finding a vaccine and one might expect them to each take much the same sort of time 

to make a breakthrough.  As we head into the part of the year where the days get shorter, the 

hours of darkness get longer, and the weather gets cold and wet, the news about vaccines is the 

glimmer of hope that we need to assure us that in due course (to borrow once again the words 

of Our Lord to Julian of Norwich) all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of 

things shall be well.  
 

Talking of wet weather, I came upon a photograph of Our     

Lady’s Church, viewed from part way along Windsor Road, 

during the 1953 floods.  I know that we have a number of              

parishioners who will remember these floods when our Parish 

Church looked like this.  I am told that the water did not        

actually get in to the Church which stands just a little bit     

higher. 

 

 

 
 

I continue to be fascinated by the number of Christmas      

decorations going up already.  Apart from the fact that it will 

take Father Christmas several years to deliver this year’s    

presents because as he tries to make his way around the 

globe he, along with  Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen,       

Comet, Cupid, Donner and Blitzen, not to mention Rudolph, 

will face multiple quarantines, self-isolations, and queues to 
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be tested for Covid 19, there will be no elves left to pack the presents because one of them gets 

shot for every Christmas decoration seen in November. 
 

Nevertheless, the Borough Council is getting ready to make the 

town look pretty in preparation for Christmas.  During the past 

week the tree at the gates to The Walks, opposite the library, made 

its appearance.  It is still partially tied up, but I am quite certain that 

it is taller than has been in previous years 
 

On the domestic front, it was back to the vet yesterday afternoon 

with Queenie.  Her torn dew claw having healed, it has decided to 

grow again and the new claw has just broken through the healed 

skin.  She is back on painkillers and antibiotics for a few days to 

stop the new claw irritating her and to prevent any infection while 

the skin heals yet again around the new claw – sometimes she really likes spending my money 

for me!!  Given that Queenie features quite regularly in these communications I thought some 

of you might like some assistance in understanding the very special features of the only breed 

of dog to be mentioned in the bible (Proverbs 30:29-31, King James Version: "There be three 

things which do well, yea, which are comely in going; A lion, which is strongest among beasts 

and turneth not away from any; A greyhound; A he-goat also.") 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, take good care of yourselves 

and those you live with. 
 

May Our Lady pray for you and may God 

bless you. 
 

Fr Gordon 

 

 


